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Technician Steering Committee  
COVID-19 NEWSLETTER for Technicians 

26th March 2020 
Dear All, 
 
We hope you and your loved ones are well and that you have not been too distressed by the escalating 
Coronavirus crisis. Your health and wellbeing are of paramount importance. 
 
We want to thank all technicians for their hard work in these exceptional circumstances. We recognise 
that often the technical staff are the last to leave facilities and buildings to ensure shut downs are 
managed safely and effectively, and to support the completion of urgent research. We understand 
that many of you will still be coming in to maintain essential services and that some of you may doing, 
or may be in discussions about the support of, COVID-19 research too. 
 
Following an unprecedented week of disruption and uncertainty, the Technician Steering Committee 
is acutely aware of the impact that Covid-19 will be having on you, your families and friends, and your 
work. Many of you will be worried about the effect this will have on your ability to complete work, 
particularly if you are funded on fixed-term contracts. You will also be receiving information and 
updates from many different sources (Government and other parts of the University) which itself can 
add to confusion and uncertainty. This will have been added to by the restrictions introduced on 
Monday by the UK Government mandating that “everyone is required to stay at home, except for 
very limited purposes”. We are working hard with colleagues across the College and university to work 
through what this means for our staff and wide range of activities.  
 
The College Office teams and the Technician Steering Committee plans to provide weekly updates 
directed specifically to our technicians. It is not intended that this information will duplicate or 
contradict information provided from other sources. Instead we aim to: 

• keep in contact and reassure you that we are working to address your concerns 
• collate and highlight information of specific relevance to you 
• signpost where you can obtain feedback and support during this time. 

This newsletter will be emailed to the technician email list and building distribution lists, and will 
also be posted on the Technician Support website; https://www.ed.ac.uk/technicians. 
 
Please ensure you also follow University updates at the dedicated web page: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19 (we appreciate that there is no specific advice for research staff 
on this site yet and hope it will appear soon). Other key links from messages sent out over the last 
week are summarised at the foot of the page. 
If you have any concerns you should discuss these with: 

• your Technical Support Manager 
• your Line Manager 
• your PI 
• your Head of Centre/ Institute 

If for any reason you need advice/ support that you feel cannot be provided by these individuals, 
please feel free to contact the Technician Support Committee Chair, Natalie Homer directly at 
n.z.m.homer@ed.ac.uk . 
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UPDATES 
Advice provided here is based on the current situation which is changing rapidly; updates will be 
noted in subsequent newsletters 
Please Note: Key information in the communication from Tracey Slaven (Deputy Secretary, 
Strategic Planning) at ~16.00 24th March 2020 
 
The Prime Minister’s and First Minister’s statements earlier this week bring in strict restrictions on 
our daily lives to tackle the spread of Coronavirus (Covid-19). We can, and must, all play our part in 
following their instructions to save lives.  
 
Full details are available on the UK Government website (https://edin.ac/2J8TKDd), and in summary 
the restrictions mean that: 

• Everyone is required to stay at home, except for very limited purposes 
• All non-essential shops and community spaces are to close 
• All gatherings of more than two people in public are to stop 
• Measures will be in place for 3 weeks and the Government will then review their 

instructions 
 
The University have taken these immediate steps: 
Essential services and closure of buildings 

• Only ‘essential-services’ are operating on campus. 
• The Main Library is now closed and we are looking into alternative provision of safe study 

spaces for those that need it. 
• The Student Counselling Service is delivering remote support by telephone. 
•  The Pharmacy and the University Health Centre are essential public health services and will 

remain open. 
 
Starting from this week, we have closed as many buildings as possible across our campuses to 
ensure that the health and safety of our students and frontline staff is protected as much as 
possible. 

•  You will not be able to access buildings unless your line manager has already formally 
approved your status as an essential worker.  

• Limited emergency access can only be provided through the Estates department 
• Due to the nature of work in CMVM, none of the CMVM related buildings that contain 

laboratories will be changing to ‘closed’ status. The only buildings on schedule to ‘close’ 
from CMVM are those used by Usher in Teviot Place and Buccleuch Place. However, access 
to buildings will be determined by who is needed to do essential work, whether this is 
agreed ongoing research or essential maintenance 

 
Essential workers include: 

• staff associated with research projects related to Covid-19 
• staff associated with the provision of animal care and welfare activities and veterinary 

clinical services, including biological and clinical veterinary services 
• Staff required for the maintenance of a very few critical long term biological resources 
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• Estates Security and Support Services; Estates Maintenance including essential contractors 
• cleaning staff supporting essential areas; staff associated with the production of ventilators 

or hand sanitisers 
• ACE staff associated with food distribution, security and wellbeing 
• UoE employees who provide clinical services for the NHS; ISG staff who support critical 

elements of the University’s Information Technology Infrastructure 
• staff working at the King's Buildings Nursery, University Pharmacy and University Health 

Centre; Estates Management and key Health and Safety staff. 
 
Nobody who is over 70, who is pregnant or has underlying health conditions will be asked to be an 
essential worker, since these groups should remain at home. 
 
Clear protocols will be provided for these essential staff in Schools and departments as soon as 
possible. An official document will also be provided to support any contact with authorities so that 
essential workers can get to work as quickly and safely as possible. 
 
Research 
Please see above. The Dean of Research in CMVM (Prof. Charles ffrench-Constant) advised this week 
that all research work will cease unless it has been approved as “essential”. If you have not already 
done so, you should discuss with your supervisor(s) how best to ensure your project can resume 
quickly once things return to normal. e.g. by freezing down vital cell lines. This must be done by 
Friday March 27th at the latest. If you are based in CSE or CAHSS advice specific to your college may 
be available. 
 
Funding 
The impact of the current situation on funding and support will be a considerable concern for many. 
Edinburgh Research Office has set up a webpage that will be updated as they receive information 
from funders: https://www.ed.ac.uk/research-office/covid-19-research-funding 
 
Technicians with caring responsibilities 
We are aware that some staff will have caring responsibilities that will make it difficult to undertake 
work during the coronavirus lockdown. There is currently little direct information for anyone in this 
position on the University Coronavirus pages. If you have concerns about the impact of caring 
responsibilities on your work, please discuss this with your Line Manager, Technical Services 
Manager, Centre Laboratory Manager, PI or Head of Centre/ Institute to identify any strategies for 
managing the current situation. If you have continuing concern you can contact the  
Technician Support Committee Chair, Natalie Homer directly at n.z.m.homer@ed.ac.uk   
 
We appreciate how difficult this situation is for everyone. The University and your College Office Team 
are here to support you and your colleagues. Stay safe and please contact us if you have any concerns. 
 
Dr Natalie Homer, Chair of Technician Steering Committee, University of Edinburgh 
Dr Patrick Hadoke, Director of PGS & ECR Experience, CMVM 
Prof Charles ffrench Constant, Dean of Research, CMVM 
Prof Moira Whyte, Head of College MVM and UoE Senior Sponsor of Technician Commitment 
 
 
 



 

UoE Tech 01 
 

 
 
Important links: 

• Edinburgh University updates: Covid-19 web pages  
• For any matters related to coronavirus (Covid-19) that are not addressed on these pages 

please email covid19@ed.ac.uk  
• Health and Safety Information: www.ed.ac.uk/health-safety  
• Health and Wellbeing: www.ed.ac.uk/students/health-wellbeing  
• Information from funders: https://www.ed.ac.uk/research-office/covid-19-research-funding 
• This is a page launched by Edinburgh Research Office that will be updated as they receive 

information from funders. 
• Library: https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/covid-19. 

 


