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groups of experienced academics, early 
career and postdoctoral researchers, and 
postgraduates.  

Please read on to discover some of the 
fascinating research undertaken within the 
School of History, Classics and Archaeology. 

School of History, Classics and Archaeology

Join one of Europe’s leading 
centres for the study of the 
Archaeology

The University of Edinburgh is ranked in 
the World’s top 20 for Arts and Humanities 
(Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings 2016/17). The University is committed 
to delivering world-leading research and 
knowledge exchange, and in order to do so 
we have a number of cross-School research 
groups including: Digital Humanities; Global 
and Transnational History; Political History; 
Intellectual History; Late Antique and Byzantine 
Studies; Material Culture; the History of Science 
and Medicine and Technology, as well as three 
Research Centres: The Centre for the Study 
of Modern Conflict; the Centre for Medieval 
and Renaissance Studies; and the Scottish 
Centre for Diaspora Studies. Graduate students 
participate actively in our lively research culture 
through our research groups and centres and 
through staff and student-led workshops and 
seminars. 

With over 100 academic staff, all experts in 
their own research fields, the School offers 
a diverse and energetic research culture 
grounded in a tradition of excellence that 
dates back to the late 19th century. We cover 
a wide variety of periods, geographical places, 
themes and approaches, from prehistory to 
the contemporary world. Whilst retaining the 
traditional strengths of our three subjects of 
Archaeology, Classics and History, the School 
cultivates new synergies and inter-disciplinary 
collaborations that bring together dynamic 
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My research on  
Iron Age urbanisation 
and social identities 
has won wide 
international 
recognition and 
is fundamentally 
changing the way 
we understand the 
development of early 
urban centres and 
the construction of 
power and identity in 
the First Millennium 
BC.
Dr Manuel Fernández-Götz

I studied History and Archaeology at the 
universities of Seville, Madrid and Kiel, 
completing my binational PhD in 2012. 
During my PG studies I also hold research 
fellowships in London, Amsterdam, Paris 
and Frankfurt. I joined the University of 
Edinburgh in 2013, and this year I have been 
awarded the prestigious Philip Leverhulme 
Prize in Archaeology.

My main areas of interest are Iron Age 
societies in central and western Europe, 
the archaeology of identities, and conflict 
archaeology. I am particularly interested in 
the emergence of the first cities in Temperate 
Europe, cognitive archaeology, and the 
materiality of the Roman conquest. My 
research on Iron Age urbanisation and 
social identities has won wide international 
recognition and is fundamentally changing 

the way we understand the development of 
early urban centres and the construction of 
power and identity in the First Millennium 
BC. Among my key contributions are the 
recognition of the crucial role of sanctuaries 
and assemblies in centralisation processes, 
the application of anthropologically-informed 
approaches to the study of social status and 
collective memory in Central Europe, and a 
re-evaluation of Iron Age ethnicity. In terms 
of the direction of fieldwork, from 2011-2013 
I coordinated the Heuneburg archaeological 
project, overseeing work on one of the 
most famous archaeological sites in Europe 
in whose investigation I am still involved; 
the 2012-2013 excavation seasons there 
produced spectacular discoveries, including 
a significant number of human bodies in 
settlement contexts.  

In 2015 I began to co-direct of excavation 
and survey at the oppidum of Monte 
Bernorio and the Roman settlement of 
Huerta Varona in northern Spain. These 
latter projects relate to my growing interest 
in the archaeology of the Roman conquest 
and how local communities were integrated 
into that Empire. In line with this research 
field, I also started working on the Roman 
conquest of northern Gaul, and in March 
2016 I directed geophysical surveys and 
drone flights at the Roman military complex 
at Ardoch, Scotland.

I am strongly committed to innovative, 
research-led and student-focused teaching. 
Since my appointment in Edinburgh I have 
taught and developed courses at all levels, 
from pre-honours through to honours and 
MSc seminars. I am convener for Theoretical 
Archaeology, and course organiser at UG 
and PG level for The Iron Age in Western 
Temperate Europe and Gallia from the 
third century BC to the reign of Augustus. 
Moreover, I regularly contribute to other 
Archaeology/Classics courses and I have 
designed a new interdisciplinary course on 
Conflict Archaeology which is proving to be 
very popular among UG and PG students 
from different subject areas. I am happy to 
supervise Master Theses and PhD students!

Dr Manuel Fernández-Götz 
PhD, MPhil, MA, FSA, FSA Scot, 
Lecturer in Archaeology

The School of History, Classics and Archaeology offers a 
diverse and energetic research culture covering many periods, 
geographical areas, themes and approaches across the 
subjects of History, Classics, and Archaeology.
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