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Issue 51 September 2019

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect 
on the many things which bring 
joy and fulfilment to our lives.  
For me, EDUCT is a way to keep 
the bond alive between my 
university memories and current 
life.  Many of us volunteer to keep 
a variation of this spirit kindled, 
and your board of directors is 
always searching for skills that 
could be of benefit to us.  We 
want to hear from you if you feel 
you can help keep our accounts 
balanced, assist in publishing and 
editing a newsletter, improve our 
communication with our alumni, 
and contribute in any way to 
make our club special.  Also, we 
encourage ideas for a future talk 
or event, especially if you are 
willing to organize it. 

Remember there are many ways 
to contribute to our club.  This 
newsletter is one: you can write 
an article on pretty much any 
subject you think may be of 
interest to our members.  In this 
issue, for example, we are able 
to bring you a most informative 
book review by Donald Gillies on 
Sir Tom Devine’s “The Scottish 
Clearances”, and Nean Allman 
tells us about her new book 
on Placer Dome, the mining 
company.

As ever, if you haven’t already 
done so, do pay your annual $35 
membership for 2019 (see p. 31 
for details).     

Chris Valley Ban 
chrisban@bell.net

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

EDUCT Whisky Tasting                                     

When:  Thursday, 5 December, 2019, 7:00 pm.

Where:  Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details: We will taste a variety of whiskies from different regions of 
Scotland and enjoy cheeses to complement them.  

Cost:   TBA.

Info:   Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

The 2020 Burns Nightcap                             

When: Thursday, 23 January 2020, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (2 days 
before Burns). 

Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at 
Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details: All are part of the entertainment. 

Cost:  TBA.

Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   

When:  Wednesday, 11 March, 2020, 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

Where: TBA.

Details: The University is the organizer of this information session 
for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will 
provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  
All EDUCT members are welcome to attend to help answer questions 
from students and their parents during the reception. 

Info:   Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  
416-598-5856

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees for 2019 were due in January.  

If you have not yet renewed,  
please see page 31 for details.

We now take INTERAC e-transfers.

mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca
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EDUCT Annual Dinner

When: Friday, 3 April 2020, 6:30 pm. 

Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 
Toronto.

Details: David McClay, Philanthropy Manager, Library & University 
Collections, University of Edinburgh, will be our after-dinner speaker. 
David’s theme will be Past, Present and Future: Time Travelling with 
the Remarkable University Collections. 

Cost: TBA. 

Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Annual General Meeting 

When: Sunday 31 May 2020 at 1:00 pm.

Where:  Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details: There is no charge for the AGM. 

Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

EDUCT Doors Open Toronto Tour

When:   Sunday 31 May 2020 at 2:30 pm.

Where:  We will arrange a tour of one or two of the buildings open 
to the public on the Doors Open weekend.  For those not attending 
the AGM, we will meet at the building. 

Cost:  TBA. 

Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

Edinburgh’s New Students Enjoy A Fine Send-off 

by Simon Miles

This year’s welcome to new students about to set off for Edinburgh 
was held on 6 August.  As in recent years, it was again held at 
Branksome Hall School.  The location is perfect: central, bright and 
airy, with air conditioning and a good sound system.  We thank 
Branksome for making the facility available to the University.  

This year, there were two staff present from the University.  Scott 
McQuarrie came up from the University’s New York City office and 
James Gauthier joined us from his summer office in Vermont.

Scott opened the event with a very succinct summary of the 
University year and what one could expect - ranging from weather to 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
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EDUCT News Sept 2019

3

return for a repeat performance.  She did not disappoint.  Caitlin, a 
former international student from Toronto, has a very positive and 
inspiring delivery.  And this year she was able to report that she 
had landed a job at Nestlé which makes good use of her Edinburgh 
degree and fits her preferred career path very well.

Brittany Howlett (2012, M.Sc., English Language) gave another 
upbeat summary of her time at Edinburgh for which she has now 
become well known.

Scott then gave the stage to two current students at Edinburgh: 
Alyn Nanji, who is entering his fourth year as a law student while 
also serving as Vice-President of Edinburgh University’s North 
American Society and President of the University’s Ice Hockey Club; 
and, Felix Sennecke, who is entering his third year as a business 
student while also serving as Social Secretary of the North American 
Society.  Between them, they talked up the social events that the 
Society organizes; and encouraged all who enjoy playing ice hockey 
to join the ice hockey club.  

The evening then turned into more of a social gathering during 
which time the students were able to ask the many questions that 
related to their particular circumstances.  EDUCT looks forward 
to welcoming these students as members when they return from 
Edinburgh.

accents!  He made suggestions 
on what to pack, he cautioned 
us not to fly to Edinburgh via 
the Republic of Ireland and 
he advised us on how to get 
through Edinburgh’s airport 
smoothly.  He took us through 
all the ‘must-do’ items on our 
arrival, such as registering with a 
doctor and dentist, and what to 
do to keep the University happy 
in our first week there, such as 
matriculating!   And once we had 
settled in and decided to travel 
around Scotland and abroad: 
well he had more useful tips, 
such as how to get into National 
Trust properties in Scotland at 
greatly reduced prices. It was a 
lot to digest but fortunately it is 
on the University’s web site.

EDUCT had been asked to assist 
with the presentations and 
Victoria Crewe-Nelson (1999, 
LL.B., Law), who organized this 
part of the programme, stepped 
up first to talk a little about 
her time at Edinburgh as a law 
student.  

Caitlin Scott (2018, M.A. (Hons), 
International Business), who 
did such a terrific job last year 
at this event, was persuaded to 

Scott McQuarrie, Regional Director of the 
University’s North American Office, provided us 
with a very tight and useful introduction to the 
University

Victoria Crewe-Nelson provided her perspective on 
Edinburgh when a law student
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Caitlin Scott followed as a former student of 
International Business

And Brittany Howlett wound up with her experiences 
studying for her M.Sc. in English Language

Amelie Cui will be undertaking doctoral 
studies in public heath with a focus on 
primary palliative care

Jamie Baker, with his father, Matthew.  Jamie is pursuing his 
M.Sc. in International Relations

Neil Munshani, with his mother, Kalyani. Neil will be 
pursuing his LL.B.

Michaela Shackleton will be pursuing her graduate 
degree in law (LL.B.)
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Colleen Charlton, with her parents, Ted and Alysia.   
Colleen will be pursuing her M.Sc. in Cognitive Science

Alyn Nanji, currently studying law, and Felix 
Sennecke, studying business, introduce new 
students to Edinburgh University’s North American 
Society.

Gabby Boulding is entering the M.Sc. programme 
in Performance Psychology, which will provide her 
with a greater understanding of what can be done, 
beyond physical rehabilitation, for those under great 
stress – such as firefighters and athletes
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EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund: Update

by Simon Miles

The EDUCT Decennial 
Endowment Fund has enjoyed 
further growth of its endowed 
capital since our last report.  We 
are pleased to report that, as of 
the end of August 2019, the total 
investment in the Fund stood at 
£194,505.

There have been two 
developments of interest.  
Firstly, we are pleased to report 
that three of the four students 
who have been receiving 
support from the Fund have 
graduated this past summer.  
They are: Kirsty MaCormick, who 
studied Law; Amy Scott, who 
also studied Law; and, Abigail 
Glanville, who studied Linguistics 
and English Language.  Olivia 
Maciver, the Gift Impact 
Coordinator at the University, 
has kindly provided us with an 
in-depth article on her dialogue 
with Kirsty as she looks back 
over her four years at Edinburgh.  
The fourth bursary supported 
by EDUCT was originally taken 
up by a student who decided to 
withdraw from the University in 
December 2017.  That bursary 
has since been awarded to 
another student, Karine Fleming, 
who is pursuing a B.Sc. (Hons) 
in Social Work and entering 
her second year this October.  
Olivia’s article follows this one.

The second development is that 
the University is streamlining 
the management of many of 
its funds providing support 
to undergraduate students.  
EDUCT and the University have 
reached an agreement whereby 
the EDUCT Decennial Fund 
Bursaries will henceforth be 
known as the EDUCT Decennial 
Fund Scholarships, and will be 
increased in value to £3,000 for 
each of four students each year, 
with that support coming equally 
from the EDF endowment and 
a matching amount from the 
University.   Given the growth in 

the value of the endowed capital, this level of funding is sustainable.  
EDUCT and the University are currently still processing paper on 
this new agreement.  There will be more about this in our next 
newsletter, when we will also be able to inform readers of the next 
three recipients of the scholarships.

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions.

The First Three Students Supported by the EDUCT Decennial 
Fund Graduate

by Olivia Maciver, 

Gift Impact Coordinator, University of Edinburgh

Since 2015, the EDUCT Decennial Bursary has been awarded to four 
outstanding students at the University of Edinburgh who have been 
able to fulfil their dream of attending this historic centre for learning 
thanks, in part, to generosity of the Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto.

Three of the four students graduated earlier this summer and one 
of them, Kirsty McCormick, has been in touch to say what receiving 
this award has meant to her.

Hailing from a rural village in Ayrshire, in the South West of 
Scotland, Kirsty first fell in love with the capital’s charms when 
she attended a summer school at the University of Edinburgh 
in her penultimate year of high school.  She writes, “For me, 
Edinburgh strikes the perfect balance between offering activities and 
opportunities that are not typically available in rural areas, but also 
having beautiful scenery and walks that allow me to feel close to my 
countryside roots.”

Coming from a lower-income background, Kirsty knew that living 
in an expensive cosmopolitan city like Edinburgh would prove an 
almost impossible challenge, and that her parents, while supportive 
of her educational ambitions, would not be in a position to help her 
financially.

Despite this, Kirsty planned to embark on a career that would align 
with those subjects she had excelled at in school, and make the 
most of her natural talent for essay writing.  She decided to apply 
for the opportunity to study law and, in order to help her achieve 
her dream of studying in Edinburgh, also applied for the EDUCT 
Decennial Bursary.

Kirsty says “Receiving the EDUCT Decennial Bursary meant I was 
able to confidently accept my offer to study law at the University of 
Edinburgh… it benefited me greatly by relieving some of the money 
worries held by myself and my parents, and gave me reassurance 
that I would not fall into serious financial difficulty whilst at 
university.  Accommodation, degree-related expenses (books, 
stationery, etc.), day-to-day living costs -  they all add up!”

During her time in Edinburgh, Kirsty has been able to make the 
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such support, Karine Fleming, is about to start the second year of 
her B.Sc. (Hons) in Social Work, and we look forward to keeping you 
up to date with her progress.

most of the many opportunities 
the University and city offer.  
She was a keen participant in 
LawPALS, the Law School’s Peer 
Assisted Learning Scheme, in 
which she mentored a group of 
first year law students, offering 
advice and support on the 
workings of the law school and 
general university life.  Voluntary 
work has been an important 
part of Kirsty’s life since she was 
a teenager, and she has also 
worked on a project in Tanzania, 
building houses for marginalised 
families in the Kilimanjaro 
region.

Whether at university or in her 
downtime, Kirsty derives a great 
deal of personal satisfaction 
from helping others, which she 
says also helps consolidate her 
learning by encouraging her to 
reflect on her own experiences.

After four years of hard work, 
Kirsty graduated on 9th July 
2019 with a 2:1 in her Law 
LL.B. (Hons) degree.  She has 
been accepted into the Diploma 
in Professional Legal Practice 
programme, the next stage 
in her journey to becoming a 
solicitor in Private Law.

When we asked Kirsty if there 
was anything she would like to 
say to the donors to the EDUCT 
Decennial Fund, she was quick to 
respond.

“I am so grateful to have been 
given the opportunity to study 
at such a prestigious educational 
establishment.  I have absolutely 
loved my time at the University 
of Edinburgh and I’m sad to be 
closing this chapter of my life.  
I’ve made memories that I will 
cherish and friends that will last 
a lifetime, all of which wouldn’t 
have been possible without your 
generous funding.  From the 
very bottom of my heart, thank 
you!”     
 

The student currently in receipt 
of the fourth EDUCT Decennial 
Bursary in this first round of 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in Toronto? 

 
Please pass this newsletter on 

to anyone who might be interested.

Kirsty McCormick on Graduation Day, at McEwan 
Hall: Image courtesy Kirsty McCormick
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EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: More Good News

by Simon Miles

In this reporting period the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund has enjoyed a further 
increase in value of the endowed 
capital.  We are pleased to report 
that, as of the end of August 
2019, the total investment in the 
Fund stood at £96,349. 

In addition we are pleased to 
provide details of the research 
of two doctoral students, Rowan 
Jackson and Loritta Chan, who 
have enjoyed financial support 
from the Fund this year.  This 
article follows below.

All interested are reminded 
that the Fund remains open 
for further contributions.  Any 
assistance you can give to help 
us get to the next very important 
milestone of £100,000 would 
be much appreciated by all in 
Edinburgh.  

Doctoral Research Supported 
by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund 

by Simon Miles

This year, the seventh year 
for awards from the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund, the 
award was made to two post-
graduate students: Loritta Chan 
and Rowan Jackson.  I have 
worked with them to provide 
the following capsule summaries 
of their lives and their doctoral 
research in order to give donors 
to the Fund a good sense of 
what they are helping to make 
possible.

Rowan Jackson has been 
preparing himself for a career 
in research, focusing on human 
adaptation to climate change.  
His doctoral thesis can be seen 
as a vehicle for him to bring 

together many of the strands of thought that he regards as relevant 
to that end.  Listening to Rowan exploring these theses and linking 
them together is fascinating.  Not surprisingly, his current doctoral 
research is in part an extension of his earlier research.  Thus it is 
worth touching on his upbringing and that earlier research. 

Rowan was born in Shotley Bridge, a small village on the edge of 
Consett, in County Durham, in north-east England.  Consett is a 
town once famous for its steel production and long challenged with 
the need to find a new economic base.  Shotley Bridge is also on 
the edge of the countryside.  The views from the hills down to the 
Tyne are dramatic.  It was an idyllic place to spend one’s early years.  
And walking and cycling throughout that countryside were an early 
introduction to geography.

However, Rowan only discovered geography as a subject when 
deciding what to pursue for his ‘A-levels’ at school.  In considering 
where to go to university, he opted for the University of Lancaster 
for its access to the countryside and because, quite misleadingly, in 
each of the initial exploratory visits the sun had shone.  He received 
his B.A. in Geography, in which he had focused on a range of 
modules from Human and Physical Geography, and decided to stay 
at Lancaster to earn his M.Sc. in Geographical Research.  His thesis 
was more akin to one that is expected for an M. Phil. – it was 60,000 
words!  He loved the opportunity that the University of Lancaster 

Rowan (left) conducting fieldwork in the Tasilikulooq area of 
Vatnahverfi (South Greenland)
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offered to explore many different 
courses and his thesis reflected 
that.  It was titled: “The Silent 
Community: A Discursive 
Analysis of the Transition Town 
Movement”.  Rowan had been 
struck by how widespread the 
transition movement was and yet 
how he had not seen evidence 
of the efforts of the groups at 
the local scale.  In searching to 
explain this, he analyzed the 
world views of volunteers in 
the movement and developed a 
typology of the ideologies that 
were associated with the various 
groups to which the volunteers 
belonged.  Theoretically, for each 
group, one is able to indentify 
what is known as a ‘signifier’ 
that holds the group together.  
But in reality, he found that 
each group, while trying to 
satisfy everyone in the group 
and wider community, lacked 
coherence.  The problems lay 
with what was not discussed and 
addressed, largely for fear that 
such discussion may give rise to 
disagreement.  Thus he observed 
many individuals trying to adapt 
to the new economic realities 
of the Tynedale area but with 
little common understanding of 
their collective objectives and 
how they should be realized.  
There were some people growing 
their own food, others pursuing 
sustainable forestry, and others 
pursuing a given notion of 
resilience.  One of the lessons 
that stuck with him was that 
there was little or no learning 
from history on how people had 
adapted in the past to emerging 
challenges.

Thus, when Rowan was 
contemplating a Ph.D., he was 
looking for the opportunity 
to explore factors bearing 
on the success or otherwise 
of adaptation to changing 
conditions.  He had attended 
some lectures on early 
settlement in Greenland and on 
the changes to life brought about 
with an ensuing period of climate 
cooling.  This piqued his interest 
in looking at how successfully or 

otherwise those early settlers had managed to adapt and what could 
be learned from their experience.  The University of Edinburgh was 
active in Greenland and welcomed him.  

The working title for his doctoral thesis is “A Natural Experimental 
Approach to Resilience, Adaptation and Vulnerability in Historic 
Greenland”.  His thesis adviser in Edinburgh, Professor Andrew 
Dugmore, is a member of the North Atlantic Biocultural Organization.  
This led to Rowan also becoming enrolled at Aarhus University in 
Denmark, where his second adviser, Feiix Riede, is conducting his 
research on the human impacts of past disasters (with a particular 
focus on volcanic hazards).  

In essence, Rowan is arguing that archaeology offers a complex, 
completed experiment that we should be able to learn from as the 
world struggles to adjust to climate change and other social and 
environmental challenges today.  

One of Rowan’s objectives is to throw light on some of the 
constraints on adaptability.  One theory he is exploring is that of 
niche construction.  In the context of Rowan’s thesis, the theory 
argues that any one generation inherits landscapes that arose from 
the activities of previous generations, and that cultural traditions 
emerge from the advantages that those landscapes offer.  Rowan is 
looking more closely at how those cultural traditions are passed on.  
Among other things, he is exploring the role of children’s toys – for 

Rowan in a typical landscape of southern Greenland, with some 
meadowland and a small settlement in the far distance
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a lot right, but he assumed the presence of a far larger population, 
of some 6,000 people, than the 2,000 that are now thought to have 
been present.  Whereas Diamond attributed much of the collapse 
to soil erosion by an excessively large local population, current 
thinking is that the soil erosion was not excessive.   Rather, it was 
because the Norse were culturally invested in the domesticated form 

of agriculture they had brought from Scandinavia.  This ‘agricultural 
niche package’ of non-native domesticated animals and plants and 
the attendant landscape management was fine for the people back 
in Norway and Iceland, but it was not sufficiently flexible to enable 
sustainable adaptation to climate change in Greenland.

If you would like to delve deeper into this research, there are two 
papers written by Rowan with other colleagues that are published 
online:

·	 “Rediscovering lessons of adaptation from the past”, in Global 
Environmental Change 52 (2018), pp. 58-65.

·	 “Disequilibrium, Adaptation, and the Norse Settlement of 
Greenland”, in Human Ecology (2018), pp. 665-684.

Rowan has just taken up a teaching position at the University 
of Edinburgh and reckons to finish the writing of his thesis by 
Christmas. 

EDUCT wishes Rowan the very best in his future career.

example the miniature harpoons 
that are replaced by the bigger 
harpoons as children grow older 
help to prepare that child for 
a hunting life.  For this part of 
his research he will be visiting 
the National Museum, in Nuuk, 
Greenland.  And it is this visit 
that has been made possible 
with the support of the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund, 
for which Rowan expresses his 
utmost gratitude.   

Against this backdrop of niche 
construction, Rowan then 
considers the fate of the Norse, 
who arrived in Greenland in 
985, when the climate was 
relatively warm.  They found a 
recently deglaciated landscape 
with meadows that had never 
been settled and were thus very 
sensitive to animal grazing.  The 
Norse brought with them their 
cultural traditions with respect 
to making a living.  They raised 
sheep, they gathered hay, 
they took advantage of local 
berries and they hunted seals 
and caribou.  But unlike the 
Inuit, who follow the migrating 
animals, the Norse were 
essentially tethered to their 
farms.  Thus, as the climate 
began to cool from the mid-
thirteenth century, and then 
exhibited marked variations 
from the early fifteenth century, 
the Norse were ill-equipped to 
adapt, precisely because they 
were locked into a cultural niche.  
Declining opportunities for 
trade with Europe exacerbated 
the challenges of adaptation to 
climate change.  

This research has inevitably led 
Rowan to become involved in 
the debate over what is meant 
by collapse of a society.  In 
essence, this debate is marked 
by a shift from a research focus 
on environmental determinism 
to a focus on the ability of a 
society to exhibit adaptation 
and resilience.  In Greenland, 
the last evidence of remains of 
Norse settlement is dated about 
1450.  Jared Diamond, in his 
well-known book ‘Collapse’, got 

An arch from the Norse Cathedral at Gardar (modern day Igaliku)

Doctoral Research Supported by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund is continued on the next page
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“India’s Globalizing Cities: Situating the Child in the Environmental 
Discourse”; and, “Environmental Identities: Caste, Class and 
Cleaning Up India’s Environmental Pollution”.  Through these two 
papers Loritta explored the implications for the waste pickers, and 
especially their children, of the public policy drives for a clean and 
green India and for child-friendly cities.  

As Loritta observes, what it means to be clean and green, and child-
friendly, depends on who is speaking.  Her papers made clear the 
differences in perceptions and understandings of different classes 
and how this politicized the debate about what should be done to 
make cities inclusive, child-friendly and environmentally clean.  
While the waste pickers see themselves as playing a major role in 
cleaning up the cities, others, from higher castes, may view the 
waste pickers as the unclean, who need to be removed from the 
cities if the environment is to be made cleaner.  And as the pressure 
is put on the spaces occupied by the waste pickers, so may some 
of the play spaces so central to the lives of their children be lost 
entirely. 

Although Loritta did not conduct fieldwork in India for these papers, 
she spent the summer at the end of her first year at Washington 
as a Policy Fellow in Nepal.  This was in affiliation with a research 
programme at the University of Michigan.  During this time, she 
prepared policy briefs on active ageing, contraceptive use and 
domestic violence in Nepal, in collaboration with the academics who 
had authored peer-reviewed publications on these themes.  The 
intent was to make this research more accessible and readable 
for a wider audience.  For this work, she also interviewed relevant 
field experts, politicians, civil servants and representatives of non-
governmental organizations in Nepal, all of whom were committed 
to enhancing the lives of the people in Nepal.  Not surprisingly, they 
were very supportive of the policy brief efforts.

While at the University of Washington, Loritta was also taking some 
Geography courses and became fascinated with the concept of 
global cities.  She had also been reading about the varying effects 
of education on youth from different castes in India.  In particular, 
she was impressed by the work of Professor Roger Jeffery, of the 

Loritta Chan was born in Perth, 
Australia, but by the time she 
was three the family moved 
to Hong Kong.  From there, 
Loritta went to the University 
of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, to 
earn her B.A. in Economics and 
Asian Studies with a minor in 
Environmental Studies.  Initially, 
she was thinking of a career as 
an environmental consultant.  
However, two factors led to a 
slight shift in interest.  First, 
the range of classes available 
at Michigan exposed her to 
international development 
issues.  And, second, her interest 
in learning languages led to 
her learning Hindi and, along 
with that, a lot about Indian 
culture.  She became fascinated 
with the caste system in India 
and especially the lives of the 
untouchables.  Her thesis was 
titled “The Spiritual Dimension 
of India’s Dalit Buddhist 
movement”. 

From Michigan, Loritta moved 
to the University of Washington, 
which has a strong reputation 
in international studies, to 
pursue her M.A. in South Asian 
Studies.  During her two years at 
the University Loritta produced 
two major research papers: 

Loritta Chan

Cleaning up: Waste pickers at work in Delhi
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enjoy some education will emphasize, in their conversations with 
her, that it is not just the maths and literacy that count, but the 
interpersonal skills and life skills they gain that enable them to find 
their confidence, build their sense of self-worth, and become more 
successful in life. 

Loritta is most appreciative of the assistance she has received 
from the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  It has enabled her 
to hire an assistant to translate some of her interviews that she 
recorded in the field.  And it enabled her to attend a conference of 
the International Society for Child Indicators, in Estonia, in August, 
where she presented her initial findings.  The conference focused on 
indicators of success in child development.

As for the future beyond graduation, it is too early to say.  Some 
form of work on international development issues is still at the top 
of Loritta’s list.  It could be as a consultant, or working for a think-
tank, or for an international development agency, such as UNICEF.  
Whatever Loritta decides to take on, EDUCT wishes her every 
success in her work.

University of Edinburgh.   Thus 
by the time she graduated in 
2017 she wanted to pursue 
three interests: children, waste 
picking, and global cities.  
Having been in the US for almost 
6 years, she also wanted a bit 
of a change in environment, 
and thus explored the possibility 
of pursuing her doctorate at 
the University of Edinburgh.  
Professor Jeffery agreed to be 
one of her supervisors and Dr. 
Kanchana Ruwanpura, Reader in 
Human Geography, agreed to be 
the other.

Currently, the working title for 
Loritta’s thesis is “Education 
and Social Mobility for Waste-
picker Children in Delhi”.  She 
has recently returned from 
India after about nine months 
of fieldwork in Delhi.  She 
was attached to an NGO that 
was running a support study 
programme for children of waste 
pickers. Through this NGO, 
she was able to speak with 
children and youth who were 
then receiving education, or had 
received education for varying 
lengths of time, whether through 
the NGO’s programme, formal 
schooling or other avenues.  
She also spoke to their parents, 
and the wider waste picker 
community to learn more about 
their lives as waste pickers, and 
the difficulties they face in a 
globalizing India. 

Although she is still conducting 
the analysis of her field research, 
she has found that some young 
waste pickers have been able 
to leverage skills they learnt 
from class, and become quite 
entrepreneurial, making more 
money than previously from 
waste picking.  Some individuals 
have been able to combine 
e-waste they pick with the skills 
they have acquired from science 
courses and Youtube to repair 
electronic equipment and invent 
small gadgets, such as an LED 
light box.  She is also struck 
by the fact that children and 
youth who have been able to 

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

The importance of spaces for exploratory play:  
Picassos in the making

http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto


EDUCT News September 2019

13

Jenna Shelley and Thomas 
Crerar Marry at Casa Loma

by Simon Miles

Jenna Shelley (M.Sc. Finance 
and Investment, 2009-2010) 
had been working with CIBC 
Wood Gundy when she joined 
EDUCT in 2014.  In 2017 she 
decided she needed a change of 
scene and moved to Vancouver 
to work with PwC in the field 
of business valuations.  Having 
travelled widely since her 
schooldays Jenna has a very 
good social network.  When word 
got out that she had moved 
west, her former room-mate 
from Lakefield College reminded 
her that a very nice young chap 
called Thomas Crerar, whom she 
had already met through the 
room-mate back in 2013, just 
happened to be in Vancouver 
too.  Vancouver was boomtown 
and Thomas, recognizing a good 
opportunity, had moved there to 
work in a project management 
role in real estate restoration 
and development.  On being 
reintroduced, both Jenna and 
Thomas recognized a good thing 
and the rest is history. 

Since they are both from 
Toronto, Jenna and Thomas 
decided that it would be only fair 
to their families and friends to tie 
the knot here.  They opted for 
Casa Loma.  As Jenna notes: “My 
parents were married there 40 
years ago and Thomas and I saw 
that as a very good omen!”   The 
big party was held in the evening 
of 10 May.  The ceremony took 
place in the Conservatory, 
that fabulous space with the 
enormous fountain at one end.  
This was followed by cocktails in 
the Great Hall and dinner in the 
Library.  The party then moved 
back to the Conservatory where 
they had drinks and dancing to 
an 11-piece live band.  Needless 
to say, Jenna and Thomas will 
never forget that amazing 
evening with friends and family.  
And among those friends were 
two other EDUCT members Robin 
McLernon (M.Sc., Science and 

Technology Studies, 2008) and Robert Ogilvie (M.B.A, 2010), and 
another Edinburgh graduate, Michael Ast (M.B.A.), whom we have 
yet to get to join EDUCT!

While not wanting to leave a good party, Jenna and Thomas pulled 
themselves away to do what was expected of them; the honeymoon 
was in Italy - first in Ravello on the Amalfi coast, and then in Sicily.  
More amazing memories!

Jenna and Thomas promise to return to Toronto.   EDUCT wishes 
them the very best for their life together and hopes to see them 
soon.

The Big Day: Jenna and Thomas at Casa Loma
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leads to his getting more attention at meal times than they do.  That 
is the cat and dog, not the grandparents!

Max decided he would like to be portrayed as a green for this ‘photo 
op’, which occurred during the recent election campaign.  He is 
aware that he has yet to be given the vote, but wishes to join ranks 
with Greta Thunberg and other equally admirable youngsters in 
demanding a more hospitable future than he had been promised on 
entering this world.  One can likely put this down to his Mom having 
mastered Carbon Management while at Edinburgh.  

Amazing how an Edinburgh education shapes one’s offspring!

EDUCT congratulates Rachel and Con and looks forward to Max 
joining our ranks in a couple of decades.

Rachel Sachs and Con Healy 
Welcome Max

by Simon Miles

On 16 March the Irish Rugby 
Football Union acquired its latest 
hotshot and EDUCT acquired 
its latest member in waiting.  
Weighing in at 6lbs 11 oz, 
baby Max is already showing a 
remarkable ability to be up on 
his feet and run … before he 
can walk.  This may be due to 
Dad having acquired a Ph.D. in 
Physics at Edinburgh and thus 
having mastered gravity.  Max 
has also discovered that by 
eating extraordinary amounts 
of anything coming his way he 
can lower his centre of gravity 
and thus improve his chances of 
remaining upright.

Both Mom and Dad are adjusting 
well to parenthood and profess 
that they could not  be happier.  
Equally happy are all four 
grandparents, on the Sachs 
and Healy sides, for whom Max 
is a first.  They are joined in 
their happiness by the cat and 
the dog who are enjoying the 
newfound attention from Max.  
The only thing that slightly 
upsets them is that Max has 
developed a strong voice that 

Do you know of other 
Edinburgh alumni in 

Toronto? 

Please pass this 
newsletter on to anyone 
who might be interested

Rachel Sachs and the new armful, Max 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body separated by decomposition 
from another.” In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic 
channel, which seems appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail.
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purportedly born as Margaret Ann Bulkley, was one such master of 
deception.  Although it has never been proven beyond a shadow of 
doubt that the two were in fact one and the same person, there is 
plenty of evidence to suggest that they were.  Thus, for purposes of 
this profile of this famous alumna of our University, I am assuming 
that the reader will accept that evidence.

Margaret Ann Bulkley was the daughter of a grocer in Cork.  There is 
debate as to just when she was born: estimates range from 1789 to 
1795.  She died, or so the evidence suggests, as Dr. James Miranda 
Barry, in 1865.  It was upon her death, when James’s body was 
being prepared for burial, that the woman who had undertaken this 
task, Sophia Bishop, discovered she had attended the corpse of a 
woman.  The word got out via a leak to a Dublin newspaper, and the 
speculation began.  The debate has been ongoing for many years.  
In the 1950’s an historian, Isobel Rae, was reviewing army records 
and concluded that James was a niece of James Barry, R.A., a well-
known Irish artist and professor of painting at the Royal Academy in 
London.  This hypothesis gained further support with the discovery, 
in 2008, by Michael Du Preez, a South African doctor, of letters from 
both James Barry and Margaret Ann Bulkley to James Barry the 
artist.  These letters, following examination by Alison Reboul, an 
expert in the analysis of handwritten documents, are now regarded 
as being by the same person.  Another piece of evidence is a letter 
sent from Margaret Ann, when on her way to Edinburgh in December 
1809, but signed James Barry, to the family solicitor, Daniel 
Reardon.  On the back of the envelope the solicitor had written ‘Miss 

FAMOUS ALUMNI

James Miranda Barry: 
Pioneer in Gender Equality

by Simon Miles

At the time of writing, Canada is 
in the midst of an election.  We 
are hearing all sorts of promises 
to address all sorts of issues.  
Apart from the most pressing 
issue facing the world – that of 
climate change – gender equality 
continues to attract considerable 
attention.  The parties are doing 
much better at nominating 
more female candidates 
and doubtless our federal 
parliament will see more female 
members after the election.  
The Liberal Government’s 
cabinet established after the 
last election, in 2015, made 
the history books for having 
an equal number of male and 
female cabinet ministers.  But 
just as Justin Trudeau, our then 
new Prime Minister, justified his 
initiative by observing that “It is 
2015”, so he also underscored 
how incredibly long it had taken 
to get to this point. 

The history of women who 
pioneered breaking through 
the many layers of glass in the 
proverbial glass ceiling is replete 
with heroines.  However, before 
those who did wondrous deeds 
that brought them recognition 
for their heroism or brilliance as 
women, there were some who 
had to adopt a less obvious or, 
in some cases, more devious 
path to achieving everything 
their male counterparts might 
achieve.  Female writers who 
adopted male pen-names 
were one such group.  Less 
conspicuous, and doubtless 
precisely because of their 
success as actors, were those 
women who passed themselves 
off as men in their everyday 
lives. 

James Miranda Barry, 

Painting of James Barry, c. 1813 -1816
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Blakely 14 December’.  Assuming 
the reader accepts this as 
enough to give credence to the 
theory, then … read on!

It was in 1810, when Margaret 
Ann was between 15 and 21 
years of age, that she entered 
the University, as James Barry.  
Women were not accepted as 
students in those days.  Indeed 
it was only in 1869 that Sophia 
Jex-Blake was accepted, and 
somewhat reluctantly, to attend 
some classes in medicine.  But 
here was Margaret Ann, now 
posing as James, intent on not 
just studying medicine, but 
actually graduating.  And she did 
graduate just two years later, at 
the age of somewhere between 
17 and 23.  (This short period 
of study was not unusual in 
those days.)  And this made her 
the first female graduate of the 
University, in any discipline. 

Graduating as Dr. James Barry, 
Margaret Ann initially went to 
work and study at St. Thomas’  
Hospital, in London.  On 2 
July 1813, Barry passed the 
examinations for acceptance as 
a member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons of England.  She 
later joined the British Army 
as a medical officer.  With help 
of family connections, she was 
posted to South Africa and was 
given a letter of introduction 
to the then Governor of South 
Africa, Lieutenant General Lord 
Charles Henry Somerset.  As 
a result of her later saving 
the life of the daughter of 
Lord Somerset, she became a 
family friend and his personal 
physician.  In 1822, Somerset 
appointed Barry Colonial 
Medical Officer, which was an 
astounding advancement in 
her career.  She later became 
famous in 1826, when still in 
South Africa, for being the first 
surgeon to successfully carry out 
a caesarian section.  Barry went 
on to work for the army in many 
countries in the Empire.

There is a Canadian connection 
for James Barry.  In later life, in 

1857, she was posted to Canada, as the Inspector General of military 
hospitals.  The rank of Inspector General was the second highest 
in the medical service in the army.  This involved her in taking 
measures to improve the health and welfare of the soldiers.  Her 
remit extended to pressing for more functional sewage and drainage 
systems, and improving the diet and lodgings of the soldiers.  
However, she did not stay in Canada for very long: in 1859, the army 
medical board forced her to retire, so she returned to London.  There 
she died, as Dr. James Barry, after a bout of influenza in 1865. 

Florence Nightingale, who had met Barry, was reported to have said, 
when learning of James’s death and that she was a woman, “I should 
say that she was the most hardened creature I ever met throughout 
the army”.

One has to admit that this was quite a remarkable act of deception.  
The world has moved a long way towards gender equality since 
Margaret Ann’s demonstration of determination to enjoy the life that 
her male counterparts then enjoyed.  It is a great shame that she 
could not do this openly, as a woman.  But doubtless her courage 
and accomplishment have contributed to making the path a little 
easier for those who have followed in her footsteps in promoting 
gender equality.

Editor’s Note: This article draws heavily from the University of 
Edinburgh’s web site pages on its famous alumni and from Wikipedia.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and 
news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you 
have just returned from an interesting trip or have a memory 
you wish to share with your fellow EDUCT Members, we would 
love to hear from you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact 
the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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agreed to become an Honorary Member of EDUCT.  She served as 
the University of Alberta’s Associate Dean of Science with a special 
responsibility for promoting diversity.  More, generally, she was a 
great champion of women in science and did much to help recruit 
more women into the sciences in Canada.  As a tribute to Dr. 
Armour, the University of Alberta has launched its first student-led 
lecture series, which is named after her and which aims to celebrate 
diversity in Chemistry. 

EDUCT wishes to convey its sincere condolences to all who were 
close to her.

by Simon Miles

Gabriela Ansari-Correa

Gabriela Ansari-Correa has just graduated from Edinburgh with her 
M.Sc. in Carbon Management.  With the need to address climate 
change being the most worrisome issue for many Canadians and 
with a federal government election underway in Canada, Gabriela 
has arrived back home well equipped to respond to the hot issue 
of our time.  As an Ambassador for Climate Change in the making, 
Gabriela’s immediate interest is to find a job that will enable her to 
make a lasting contribution to ensuring that Canada provides real 
leadership in shifting our behaviour as individuals and as a society.  
One day, she would like to represent Canada on the world stage in 
the ongoing discussions of international cooperation on policies and 
progammes to address climate change.      

Gabriela was born in Toronto and attended schools here.  Her 
elementary school was one in which the curriculum was taught in 
French and English.  This helped Gabriela, who came from a Spanish 
speaking family, to develop a comfort with French and English.  
Indeed, she won a prize for creative writing.  That helped her to 
appreciate, at an early age, the value of being able to communicate 
effectively.  At high school she made the Honours List every year.  
Does this sound like the start of a career in diplomacy?

At the University of Toronto Gabriela pursued her B.A. (Hons.) in 
Political Science and Environmental Studies.  She gave considerable 
time to volunteering on campus.  In her early years she was a 
student-alumni ambassador, which called for attending events 
underpinning the University’s fund-raising.  In her last two years she 
volunteered with the G7 Study Group at the Munk School, providing 
material on environmental NGOs for the Group’s web site.  In her 
third year, Gabriela was elected as Secretary of the Environmental 
Students Union and managed to bring about a change to the Union’s 
constitution that ensured that due consideration would be given to 
the environment in the planning of the Union’s activities.  This was 
her introduction to the politics of behavioural change in support 
of environmental change.  In her fourth year, as President of the 
Environmental Resource Network, she headed a team that was 
responsible for disbursing $30,000 to initiatives across campus 
including, for example, the sending of a delegation of students to 
the United Nations’ Conference of Parties 21 (COP 21) in Paris, that 

Margaret-Ann Armour Dies

by Simon Miles

It is with sadness that EDUCT 
learned of the death, on 25 May 
2019, of Professor Margaret-
Ann Armour.  She was 79.  Dr. 
Armour, who was Professor 
Emerita of Chemistry at the 
University of Alberta, was an 
active academic until her death.  
She had earned both her B.Sc. 
(Hons.) (in 1961) and her M.Sc. 
(in 1966), in Chemistry, from 
the University of Edinburgh.  She 
moved to Canada in 1966 to 
pursue her doctorate in Organic 
Chemistry at the University of 
Alberta.  This she received four 
years later.  She then pursued 
post-doctoral work at both the 
University of Edinburgh and the 
University of Alberta.   In 1979, 
she was hired by the University 
of Alberta as the Assistant 
Chair in the Department of 
Chemistry.  In 2006 she was 
appointed a Member of the 
Order of Canada.  In 2016 
she had a school in Edmonton 
named after her.  In 2017, 
she was the recipient of an 
Honorary Doctorate of Science 
from our University and kindly 

Dr. Margaret-Ann Armour 

Photo courtesy of the 
University of Alberta

Welcome to Our New Members

Obituaries
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led to the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change. 

Following graduation from the 
University of Toronto in 2016, 
Gabriela had the opportunity 
to work for several months in 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry as a 
research assistant helping to 
shape strategic policy initiatives 
in support of Indigenous groups.  
This provided her with a valuable 
introduction to the public sector 
policy work environment.   

After this stint at Queen’s 
Park, Gabriela then moved to 
Nicaragua for a few months to 
spend time with her extended 
family.  It provided an 
opportunity to use her native 
Spanish and further enhance 
her French with more lessons.  
Just as importantly, however, it 
enabled her to reconnect with 
the natural environment that she 
had come to love as a result of 
her frequent visits to Nicaragua.  
Indeed, Gabriela attributes her 
appreciation of the importance 
of the environment in our lives 
to her exposure to the human 
interaction with the environment 
in Nicaragua.

On her return from Nicaragua, 
Gabriela worked for a short 
time in retailing, developing 
her service skills, and 
volunteering.  She particularly 
enjoyed working with the Lake 
Ontario Waterkeepers, an NGO 
committed to improving water 
quality.  She also had the 
opportunity to work at the Art 
Gallery of Ontario at the time 
of the infinitely hard to access 
exhibition of Yayoi Kusama’s 
Infinity Mirrors.  Yes, you may 
have been limited to a few 
seconds per exhibit, if you were 
lucky enough to get in, but 
Gabriela had plenty of time to 
reflect upon every element of 
the entire exhibition.

Gabriela also thought about 
graduate school.  Why 
Edinburgh?  She wanted a 
masters degree in climate 

change.  Much to her surprise, she could not find anything 
comparable to Edinburgh’s M.Sc. in Carbon Management at any 
other university in the world.  She sees this as a sad commentary on 
the state of the world’s commitment to addressing climate change.  
She loved Edinburgh as a city and the courses at the University.  
Her residence, at the foot of the Royal Mile, right next to Holyrood 
Palace, provided her with a view of Arthur’s Seat.  She frequently 
climbed that much-loved landmark.  Her thesis, titled “The advocacy 
coalition framework and Canadian climate policy: a case study of the 
Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act, 2018”, enabled her to test the 
theory of advocacy coalition as it applies to the development of the 
carbon tax in Canada.  Her studies enabled her to learn a lot about 
Canada, the carbon tax, and environmental policy making in the 
country.  While Gabriela recognizes that it is too early to tell whether 
the carbon tax in its current form is having the desired effect, and 
while she feels it should be at a higher level, she does see it as a 
step in the right direction. 

EDUCT welcomes Gabriela and offers her every encouragement as 
she continues to demonstrate her commitment to improving the 
chances of human survival as the climate changes.  She would make 
a very good Ambassador for Climate Change.  If any EDUCT member 
has any suggestions as to how to nail down her next job, she would 
be delighted to hear from you.   
Her e-mail is  g.ansaricorrea@gmail.com

Gabriela Ansari-Correa, on a field trip in the Hermitage Forest, 
Dunkeld, Perth

mailto:g.ansaricorrea@gmail.com
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Justin Curry

Justin Curry is an Associate at 
the Toronto office of BlackRock, 
the world’s largest asset 
management firm.  He focuses 
on helping major institutional 
clients, such as pension funds, 
restructure their investments and 
transfer them between different 
products. 

In May 2019 Justin moved back 
to Canada after many years 
living out of the country.   He 
and his identical twin brother, 
Taylor, and youngest brother, 
Parker, were born in Montreal.  
After his first six years there, the 
family made what would be the 
first of several exciting moves.  
His father, who worked for Rio 
Tinto as an accountant, was 
posted to Kuala Lumpur for three 
years.  All that Justin recalls 
of KL is the heat and the large 
number of stray dogs in the city.  
He learned to carry a big stick at 
a young age.  

When he was nine, the family 
moved to Seoul, South Korea.  
Yes, he remembers the cherry 
blossoms in the Spring, but far 
more memorable was the fact 
that he was on a TV show, called 
Settie and Jettie, in which he was 
teaching Korean children how to 
speak English.  This gig lasted 
about 18 months and he still has 
some YouTube videos of some of 
the shows.  Not to be outdone, 
his brother Taylor also had his TV 
show, called Michael My Friend, 
which also starred their mother.  

When Justin was 12 the family 
moved back to Montreal for four 
years.  He and Taylor were sent 
to a Jesuit boys school, where 
there was no scope for starring 
on TV. 

At sixteen Justin and his family 
took off for Switzerland, where 
he and Taylor finished up high 
school.  From there, Justin and 
Taylor both went to Edinburgh 
in 2009.  Initially, Justin opted 
to pursue an M.A. (Hons.) in 
International Relations but 

transferred to Business Studies; his brother pursued an M.A. 
(Hons.) in the History of Art.  They were attracted to Edinburgh, in 
part, because of their family’s Scottish roots.  But the two brothers 
also liked the idea of finding a university that could serve both of 
them well.  They lived on West Nicolson Street during their time in 
Edinburgh; it was ideal for last-minute risers (not that they were of 
course!).

Following graduation in 2014, Justin returned to Montreal for a short 
time to arrange for a visa that would allow him to work in the UK 
for five years.  This particular visa is known as an Ancestry Visa.  It 
is available if one has grandparents who are, or were, UK citizens.  
By October that year Justin was back in Edinburgh.  He had had the 
good fortune to be interviewed by State Street while in Montreal 
and they were sufficiently impressed that they gave him a place in 
their graduate scheme.  After two and a half years with State Street 
Justin had the opportunity to take on a one-year assignment with 
BlackRock.  The company was looking for people with his skillset of 
working on portfolio restructures, and product-driven, and strategic, 
projects.  BlackRock recognized that Justin had what they wanted 
and offered him a permanent job.  Hence, he was able to be flexible 
and come to Toronto to work in the company’s office here.  He and 
his girlfriend, Zoe, are settling in well.  She was offered three jobs 
in three weeks in the field of social housing.  Parker is now studying 
at McGill in Montreal.  And Taylor is in New York, using his education 
in fine art by working for an auction house.  He is also involved with 
the Edinburgh alumni club there.  After the peripatetic life they have 
lived so far, this looks like a period of relaxed settlement.  

EDUCT welcomes Justin and hopes he can indeed put down some 
roots for a while.

Justin Curry
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The Last Word on the 
Clearances

by Donald Gillies

T.M. Devine, The Scottish 
Clearances: A History of the 
Dispossessed 1600-1900, 
(London: Allen Lane, 2018), xxii 
+ 463 pp, with five annexes, 
seventeen tables, five maps, 
fifteen illustrations, and a 
glossary of English, Gaelic, and 
Scots terminology. ISBN 978-0-
241-30410-5

In Scotland and throughout the 
Scottish diaspora Scots and 
friends of Scotland know about 
Flodden, Bannockburn, William 
Wallace, Mary Queen of Scots, 
Glencoe, Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart – Bonnie Prince Charlie, 
Culloden and the ’45, and the 
Clearances  – the Highland 
Clearances, that is.  But who 
knows about the Lowland 
Clearances when in fact all of 
Scotland, not just the Highlands, 
was cleared of crofters and 
other landless peasants?  In this 
compelling and definitive book 
Sir Tom Devine provides the 

missing links to our understanding of these 300 years of Scottish 
history.

Sir Tom Devine held the prestigious Sir William Fraser Chair of 
Scottish History and Palaeography in our university, generally 
recognised as the premier professorial post in the field of Scottish 
history, from 2005 until 2011 when he became Personal Senior 
Research Professor in History, retiring in 2015.  He has received 
eighteen national and international prizes and awards along 
with three honorary degrees, publishing 32 books and around 
100 academic articles.  His purpose in writing this book is “to 
consider through a comparative investigation the dispossession of 
people from land in the Highlands and rural Lowlands during that 
extraordinary period almost three centuries ago when it can be 
truly said the modern nation of Scotland was born.”  Beginning in 
the 1760s  “[a] trio of radical developments, all interacting and 
taking place simultaneously, had changed the face of the country 
… industrialization, urbanization and agricultural revolution.”  
Devine concentrates on the last of these, but deals with all three.  
The book stands uniquely apart from the many slight and partial 
depictions in popular sources that claim to present the story of 
the Scottish Highlands in what we have come to know as the Age 
of the Clearances.  His theme is the political economy of Scotland 
as a whole: economics, politics, and economic history along with 
demography, the law, geography, agriculture, natural resources, 
technological innovation, and the governance of Britain.  He enriches 
his investigations with comparative probes into the cultural context 
of Scottish society expressed in Gaelic and Scots, with translations, 
and English.  It is evident from the extensive scholarly apparatus 
represented by its 30-page bibliography and five annexes that this 
is a work of massive learning and research.  At the same time it is 
readily accessible to the general reader.

Devine’s perspective on what he has put before us is conveyed in 
his prologue where he quotes two of Scotland’s greatest writers, 
poet Christopher Murray Grieve (pen name Hugh McDiarmid) and 
novelist James Leslie Mitchell (pen name Lewis Grassic Gibbon), who 
wrote in Scottish Scene or The Intelligent Man’s Guide to Albyn  – a 
poetic name for Scotland and particularly the Highlands – as long 
ago as 1934: “ Few things cry so urgently for rewriting as does Scots 
history, as in so few aspects of her bastardised culture has Scotland 
been so ill-served as by her historians.  The chatter and gossip of 
half the salons and drawing-rooms of European intellectualism hang 
over the antique Scottish scene like a malarial fog through which 
peer the fictitious faces of heroic Highlanders, hardy Norsemen, 
lovely Stewart queens, and dashing Jacobite rebels.  Those stage-
ghosts shamble amid the dimness, and mope and mow their ancient 
parts with an idiotic vacuity but a maddening persistence.” 

This scathing critique of Scottish historical writing by these two 
cultural icons is Devine’s jumping-off point to move into dealing 
with the clearances.  He is at pains to document the skewed pattern 
of gradual appropriation of the character and history of Highland 
Scotland to its now universal superimposition on the country as a 
whole.  For Devine this overlaying function began with Sir Walter 
Scott’s 1814 novel Waverly, Or ‘tis Sixty Years Since set during the 
last Jacobite rising of 1745-6 when Charles Edward Stuart, “Bonnie 
Prince Charlie” as he is now known to all who ever think of those 
268 days so disastrous for Scotland’s way of life, sought and failed 
to restore the Stuarts to the throne of the United Kingdom.  “The 

BOOKS
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on clearances had been fashioned by almost a century of polemic, 
political and fictional writing which stretched back into the Victorian 
era.  Most of the documentation in the book relies on these earlier 
works with little evidence of original research by the author.”  For 
scholars the absence of research in primary sources is a vital 
criticism and disapprobation, but popular readership prevailed. 

Moving on from the Prebble factor, Devine addresses a more recent 
facet of Scotland’s image, known as Highlandism, of long standing 
but coming to new prominence in the 1960s.  This was represented 
by a growth in the Scots family-history and genealogy business, and 
in popular and folk music – think of kilted Andy Stewart’s Donald, 
Where’s Your Troosers? as well as in Hamish Henderson’s songs at 
our university’s School of Scottish Studies; Highland games; St. 
Andrew’s Societies the world over; Burns suppers; the explosion of 
so-called Highland dress at graduations, weddings, and many social 
occasions; the creation of new corporate tartans without any clan 
or family affiliation (to which our university succumbed in 2007); a 
plethora of Highland histories from university presses; mass media 
productions of which the 1995 film Braveheart must take much of 
the recent blame for yet another popular falsification of Scottish 
history.  The Scottish National Party in its role as the Scottish 
government has embraced Highlandism, especially in the run-up to 
the 2014 independence referendum, as a means of defining Scotland 
then and now.  If it’s Scottish, it’s Highland.

With Highlandism still in the ascendant in many parts of the world, 
Devine brings us down to earth: “Over the last four decades, fewer 
than half a dozen monographs have been published on the history of 
the rural Lowlands, the part of the country where the great majority 
of non-urban Scottish people lived, not only today but at the time 
of the evictions … Lowland rural society has in fact long been one of 
the Cinderella subjects of Scottish history.  Scotland had become one 
of the most urbanized countries on earth by the middle decades of 
the nineteenth century, and it is perhaps not surprising that a nation 
which has overwhelmingly lived in towns and cities for generations 
has lost interest in much of its rural past.”  

Devine sets out to correct this imbalance.  He claims that “[t]his is 
the first book to examine this historic transformation of Highland 
and Lowland Scotland in a single study which also tries to draw 
comparisons and contrasts between the two regions as well as 
showing awareness of the mosaic of differences within them.”  To 
do so he divides the book into three parts:  1) Scotland before 
the clearances; 2) the sources of the changes in Scottish society, 
concentrating on what happened to the land in the Lowland and 
Border regions; and 3) the origins and effects of the clearances 
in the Highlands.  Devine provides a running commentary and a 
complex comparative analysis of the interactive components of the 
three parts.  Each part is richly detailed and thoroughly referenced.  
In a short review like this it is impractical to try to summarize their 
content; instead I will cite core aspects and examples from each 
section to convey a sense of Devine’s mastery of his subject.

Part 1 considers the nature of traditional societies before widespread 
dispossession began and centres on the relationship between clans 
and clanship, arising in the Middle Ages, encapsulated in the Gaelic 
word ‘duthchas’: instinct, nationality, heredity, and in this context 
the collective heritage which required the clan chief, his family, 
retainers and staff – usually administrators of the land – to protect 
the clan members in return for their service to the chief and fellow 

Highland clearances have not 
only been a central topic of 
historical interest but have 
long entered into the popular 
and cultural consciousness of 
Scots both in the homeland 
and throughout the global 
diaspora.  It is widely assumed 
that the removal of peasant 
communities took place 
exclusively north of the Highland 
line with the empty glens 
and the remains of crumbling 
townships in the hill country 
bearing mute physical testimony 
to that fact.”  Beginning in 
the eighteenth century “[a] 
number of commentators then 
and since have taken the view 
that the dispersal of the people 
across the seas was caused by 
greedy landlords and the brazen 
subordination of human need to 
human profit … Yet the actual 
historical record shows that the 
realities of the diaspora were far 
from simple.” 

In addressing the distortion of 
the true nature of the clearances 
Devine cites as sources many 
works of fiction, poetry, music, 
drama, art and museology 
over the last 85 years since 
MacDiarmid and Gibbon wrote.  
These include the best-selling 
Outlander novels, now turned 
into a historically, linguistically, 
and culturally bizarre time-
travelling fantasy television 
series (with two more seasons 
promised).   He pays sustained 
attention to journalist John 
Prebble’s “Fire and Sword” trilogy 
of the 1960s: Culloden (1961), 
The Highland Clearances (1963), 
and Glencoe (1966).  I read 
them all avidly more than 50 
years ago: there was nothing 
else like them that I knew of.  
These books were savaged by 
scholars of their subjects despite 
the fact that Prebble did not 
claim to be a historian but a 
historical writer.  Whatever else 
might be said about the trilogy, 
it has remained remarkably 
popular.  Devine summarizes 
his view of Prebble’s writing 
by saying that his “perspective 
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clansmen.  A core obligation 
was military service, with 
military preparedness a constant 
concern and practice.  As to 
the land itself: “As feudal lords 
the clan élites had the same 
absolute rights of ownership 
over their property as anywhere 
else in Scotland … Commonly, 
as a result of inter-clan feuds 
and fear of annexation entire 
townships were abandoned 
and lay unoccupied for many 
years.”  This human mobility 
was not an example of land 
clearance but a long-standing 
way of life under the chiefs 
dealing with the demands of 
their properties.  Such unused 
and thus unpopulated land 
could contribute to the notion of 
eviction and fuel the image of 
cleared Highlands.

What Devine characterizes as 
“the long death of clanship” 
began not with the Battle of 
Culloden in 1746 but can be 
traced to the early seventeenth 
century with the power of the 
state developing during the 
reign of James VI and I (1567-
1625), although its continuance 
could be found in parts of the 
northwest and the Hebrides into 
the eighteenth century.  Overall 
the Highlands were in a state 
of transition with instances of 
economic demands leading to 
conditions where “for some chiefs 
at least the ethic of clanship 
was already being subordinated 
to the pursuit of profit.”  Into 
these conditions were woven 
the divisive range and extent 
of Highland Jacobitism and the 
role of competing religions – 
Presbyterian, Episcopalian, and 
Roman Catholic – each with its 
own loyal chiefs and clans and 
almost always supporting the 
government and the landlords.  
The British government punished 
the Highlands ruthlessly 
after the rising of 1745 and 
continually tightened its grip 
for most of the century.  “The 
‘pacification’ of Gaeldom by the 
forces of the crown was the 
final factor encouraging many 

of the élite entirely to throw off this historic responsibility in favour 
of the material advantages of proprietorship, so completing the 
transformation to landlordism.”

Devine deals with the many forms of agricultural ownership, 
occupancy and practices, the populace and the material culture 
of the country transitioning from ancient ‘duthchas’ to innovative 
landlordism in the time he calls “before improvement.”  He provides 
an elaborate detailing of these facets and the discrepancies between 
the few rich at the top of the social scale and the many categories of 
have-nots, mainly those working the land, many of them landless.  
He invokes the poet and farmer Robert Burns’s 1786 A Cottar’s 
Saturday Night with its sombre and melancholy depiction of the 
labouring poor of the day.  A cottar lived on a small piece of land 
held in turn by a tenant farmer and paid for this occupancy by 
working for the farmer. 

Part 2 analyses the roots of fundamental social change and focuses 
on the loss of land in the Border and Lowland regions in terms of 
forgotten history and dispossession in the Borders, largely ignored 
in previous studies of the clearances.  Devine reports that “contrary 
to popular belief, the removal and abandonment of traditional rural 
communities in eighteenth-century Scotland did not start in the 
Highlands.  Two generations or more before clearances began north 
of the Highland line, the dispossession of many tenants and cottars 
was already under way in the hill country of the Borders, many 
miles to the south, in a social revolution that has long been mainly 
ignored.”  Sheep and cattle replaced people.  Lessons learned here 
were imported to the Highlands and included the introduction of not 
only the more profitable Borders-developed livestock but also the 
shepherds and farm managers who learned their trades in the south 
and employed then in the north.  To these historically novel issues 
Devine applies his renowned forensic scrutiny of how they came 
about, to what extent, and how we are to understand them.  He 
gives particular attention to what happened to those dispossessed 
in the process.  Sheep farming here can be traced as far back as 
the eleventh century, a time of which we know little about the 
Highlands, and we are given a detailed analysis of this core element 

Crofters fighting police as the Riot Act is read to them during the 
Battle of the Braes, Skye, 1882, with Royal Marines standing by



EDUCT News September 2019

23

of the region’s political economy 
over eight centuries.  With such 
a long period I can lay out only 
the skeleton of Devine’s masterly 
historiological treatment of 
the Lowlands, previously so 
marginally written about, that 
provides the real story of this 
region of Scotland.

The Borders were historically 
volatile.  Landlords’ troops and 
cattle rustling challenged the 
peace until after the Union of 
Crowns in 1603 when Britain 
sought to bring about increased 
stability of its political economy, 
as revealed by statistical 
tables and regional analyses.  
Landlords then converted their 
lands increasingly to sheep and 
cattle pasturage.  Fewer tenants 
were required and so began 
their dispossession as smaller 
farms and their cottages were 
eliminated.  This process was 
essentially finished by 1815.  As 
his sources Devine draws on 
the reports of local clergy in 
Lowland parishes which regularly 
provided the number of land-
working cottars eliminated, no 
longer needed by landlords as 
pastoralism of sheep and cattle 
grew and took over former 
arable lands.  With no jobs and 
no homes, emigration to the 
American colonies and military 
enlistment became a means of 
survival for many.  Others moved 
to towns where textile work 
using the growing availability of 
wool gave them employment.  
More cattle meant more droving, 
sometimes as far away as 
London’s Smithfield Market.

Devine chooses Galloway 
in southwest Scotland to 
exemplify changes in the 
Lowlands.  “Parking” – enclosing 
pastureland with dry-stone 
dykes to exclude the peasantry 
– increased.  Beginning in 1724 
local protesters began “levelling” 
– knocking down the dykes.  
Their activism attracted national 
attention but the prevailing 
attitude of the government was 
a sensitivity to the need for 

sustaining good relations with the Levellers and their arrest led not 
to prison but only to fines or penal transportation.  An additional 
consideration was the prevalent conflict of political and religious 
loyalties between Jacobites and Hanoverians, not dissimilar to that 
of the Highlands.  What was the significance of Galloway?  It was 
seen by some scholars as a model of the agrarian revolution in 
the Borders.  Devine considers that, despite the illegal activism, 
“clearance in the Borders seem not to have left a legacy of bitterness 
or an enduring folk memory of dispossession.”  But such memories 
and emotions still prevail, correctly or not, in the Highlands.

Moving to deal with transformation and landlordism, Devine 
opens new realms of research required to account for the 
increasingly complex pattern of the modernization taking place as 
the eighteenth century unfolds.  His topics include demographic 
growth, urbanization, dependence on some kind of stake in the 
land to make ends meet, the prevalence of a society of peasants, 
the countryside as the home and workplace of most Scots, the 
continuance of the great landowners as the traditional governing 
class, the rapid changeover from tribalism to capitalism in the 
Highlands, the clearances of communities as “an empire of sheep 
farming eventually extended to all of the Highlands and Islands,” 
and the implementation of large-scale agrarian developments by the 
landlords.

After the Union of Parliaments in 1707 the landed classes moved 
into a virtual monopoly of political power.  This shift was seen as 
the natural order of political conformity by such luminaries of the 
Scottish Enlightenment as Adam Smith and David Hume.  It was 
accompanied by widespread patronage, enlistment in volunteer 
regiments, a growing professional class, greater population mobility, 
the growth of a new wealthy business élite, industrial growth, 
new markets, and better education.  “Indeed, the enthusiasts for 
improvement sometimes seem like religious zealots determined not 
only to take more profit from the land but to do so as an essential 

Abandoned crofting village on the island of Vatersay in the 
Outer Isles
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particularly in Scotland, many of the best men have been attracted 
to the colonies where their energies may find wider scope and where 
the road to independence and a competency is broader and more 
easy to access.”  Thus did many of the dispossessed Lowlanders 
come into their own.

Devine’s assessment is that the reformed agricultural system 
brought about “agrarian transformation of vital human benefit, 
but it also came with some social costs and one of them was the 
dispossession of numerous families whose ancestors had lived and 
worked on the land since time immemorial.”  Many of these were 
cottars, and in answer to the question of what happened to them, 
Devine provides biographies of six cottars in Fife in 1758 during the 
dissolution of the system in which they existed.

What were the Lowlands like after they were cleared?  “The 
dispossession of the people in the Highlands has always had a high 
historical profile.  With the Lowlands it is low to the point of non-
existence.  It is ironic, therefore, that landlessness in relation to 
overall population in each region was considerably greater among 
the people of the Lowland countryside at the end of the clearances 
than in the western Highlands and Islands.”  Devine invokes the 
long period from Robert Burns’s Tam O’ Shanter (1791) to Lewis 
Grassic Gibbon’s trilogy A Scots Quair (1932-4) to give us a picture 
of the enduring patterns of Lowland rural life, in which kirk and 
school provided social adhesion throughout these years.  We are 
treated to rich depiction of the Lowland countryside through ballads, 
anecdotes, and rituals of the farming year and its human and 
animal partners, much of it centring on “the crucial position of the 
horseman in the agricultural workforce” in their bothies.  Devine 
describes the working lives of women and their female children; 
the shepherds; the “orra man” (other man) who was master of all 
farm trades; the country tradesmen: blacksmiths, weavers, millers, 
masons, joiners, ditchers, dykers, tailors and shoemakers; the 
labour supply, recruitment, payment and contracts of service; the 

part of an ideological mission to 
modernize Scottish society.” 

Under the provocative heading 
“Clearance by Stealth” Devine 
writes,  “As late as the 1750s 
most people in the rural 
Lowlands had a stake in the 
land … [H]alf a century later 
that time-honoured social order 
had all but vanished.”  By about 
1815 “landless servants and 
labourers, housed in the new 
farm steadings, and tradesmen, 
plying their crafts in villages 
and small country towns, were 
now in the majority.”  How such 
relatively rapid changes came 
about is revealed in a huge 
range of studies that include 
agricultural innovators, élite 
groups of surveyors and factors 
– estate managers – working 
for “improving” landlords, 
population growth, shrinking 
numbers of Lowland estates, rent 
increases, sheriff court eviction 
summonses, harvest crises, 
clearance by attrition as land 
and houses were left empty or 
abandoned, emigration from both 
Lowlands and Highlands (mainly 
to North America), mined coal 
replacing hand-cut peat for fuel, 
and easier port-to-port travel by 
steamships within Britain.

From the late nineteenth century 
younger farm workers and 
servants were leaving the land, 
attracted by the promise of 
town life made easier by more 
railways in the Lowlands, and 
overseas migration made easier 
and quicker by steamships.  “The 
Lowlands … had very high levels 
of internal mobility … The Scots 
were mobile abroad in large 
part because they were also 
very mobile at home.”  And so 
they made their way to Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and the 
United States.  By 1906, a few 
years after Devine’s study ends, 
the United Kingdom Board of 
Agriculture could report “the 
absence of an incentive to live 
on the land and any reasonable 
prospect of advancement in life, 
and … [that] in some districts, 

Remains of a cleared Highland farm
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cleared estates to land unsuitable for large-scale sheep and cattle 
farming.  This poorer land could be used to grow potatoes (a vital 
mainstay), oats, and barley for whisky distilling; to keep a few 
cattle; and as a base for fishing and harvesting kelp from seaweed 
for sale to the glass-making industry.  “By the 1820s the entire 
economic edifice on which the crofting systems has been built was 
crumbling rapidly … Sheep farming would not simply have become 
dominant but in theory might have obtained a virtual monopoly of 
all Highland land.  Emigration did not occur on a greater scale partly 
because landlords refused to exploit their economic opportunities 
to the full and settled instead for a muddled response of partial 
clearance, inaction, resettlement, indirect and direct subsidy to the 
people who live on their estate, and desultory attempts to sponsor 
assisted emigration.”  Devine supports this perspective with surveys, 
reports and political responses to the conditions discussed.

In the chapter “Harvesting Men” Devine pays sustained attention to 
the British government’s decision to recruit men from the Highlands 
to serve in infantry regiments, the first of which became the Black 
Watch (The Royal Highland Regiment).  “It was an auspicious 
beginning to a saga of Highland militarism which helped transform 
Gaeldom after the ’45 and shaped the history of the British Empire 
until the late twentieth century.”  (It was the same Black Watch 
who provided the garrison for Hong Kong at its transfer to China 
in 1997.)  The government saw such recruitment as a means of 
absorbing any residual Jacobite proclivities, as did General James 
Wolfe, who commanded the victorious British forces on the Plains of 
Abraham at Quebec in 1759.  In 1746 he was a major in the 20th 
Regiment of Foot at Culloden.  Five years later he wrote to a fellow 
officer, “I should imagine that two or three independent Highland 
companies might be of use. T hey are hardy, intrepid, accustomed to 
a rough country, and no great mischief if they fall.  When better can 
you employ a secret enemy than by making his end conducive to 
the common good?”  These men were the Highland irregulars on the 
Jacobite side whom Wolfe had fought against at Culloden; they were 
the Highland regulars recruited to the British army who fought under 
him at Quebec.

introduction of farm machinery; 
the development of spinning, 
weaving and knitting in rural 
villages; the relative importance 
of wheat, oats and barley in 
different areas; as well as the 
growing towns and cities in the 
central belt.

Part 3 concentrates on the 
origins and effects of clearances 
in the Highlands.  Contrary to 
popular belief, after about 1750 
“[a] rapid and sustained increase 
in the population was the critical 
and dominating factor in the 
social history of the Highlands 
… across all four Highland 
counties.”  These were Argyll, 
Inverness, Ross and Cromarty, 
and Sutherland, and will figure 
in much of what follows.  
Accounting for this increase 
were more and better food, 
inoculation against smallpox, 
fishing over farming as a source 
of cash, local manufacturing, 
and greater literacy as a route 
to easier mobility and paid 
employment.  “The much greater 
increase in population in the 
northern, central and western 
Highlands brings into sharp 
focus an intriguing historical 
puzzle.  This region was to 
become notorious as the centre 
of large-scale clearances to 
make way for extensive sheep 
runs.  Yet, despite widespread 
dispossession, mass migration 
leading to depopulation did 
not automatically follow from 
the displacement of many 
communities.”  Devine lists the 
myriad facets of this situation 
and points out that “many more 
Gaels left the Highlands for 
overseas or the Lowlands after 
mass clearances had come to 
an end in the later 1850s than 
during the great removals in 
earlier decades.”

But great removals continued 
in many areas.  Particular 
examples provide illustrations 
of the extent, scale, and forms 
the removals and evictions 
took.  Sometimes they resulted 
in internal migration within the 

In the cleared Southern Lowlands near Moffat in Dumfries and 
Galloway
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For members of the Highland 
élite a military career as an 
officer became financially, 
socially and politically valuable.  
To fill the rank and file there was 
policy in some areas of land for 
sons, which required tenants to 
provide recruits if they wished 
to remain where they lived and 
worked.  “ [The] Highlands 
became the government’s 
favourite recruiting ground in 
the imperial wars of the future.”  
Such recruitment rendered 
crofting even more problematic 
as men were pulled from the 
land.  Many never returned, 
either killed or taking up free 
land grants in the overseas 
territories where they had 
served, principally in Canada. 

The chapter “Rejecting the 
Highlands” deals with the 
large number of Highlanders 
emigrating to Canada, especially 
after the American War of 
Independence in1783 when 
remaining within the British 
Empire was seen as safer 
than the United States.  Many 
research studies lead to the 
conclusion that economic 
changes in the Highlands were 
the principal causes.  There was 
a “community exodus” of families 
from neighbouring districts, 
related to the emigrants’ “total 
rejection of the place offered 
to them in the transformed 
Highlands – their decision to 
leave was a forced choice,” 
threatened by eviction and the 
merging of smaller traditional 
townships into single farms 
for pasturage.  “They chose 
Canada because it satisfied 
the peasant aspiration for land 
since emigration allowed the 
whole community to remain 
together as a functioning social 
entity.”  As yet another magnet 
to emigrants, “concentrations 
of Highlanders in North America 
soon became demographic and 
cultural points of connection, 
in turn drawing more kinfolk, 
friends and associates from 
the old country.”  This was true 
of Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 

Island and Upper Canada.  Most of them were Gaelic-speaking 
Highlanders and traces of their language remain to this day, most 
prominently on Cape Breton Island.  The British government made 
some resources available to facilitate emigration to Canada, as did 
Scottish businessmen already established in Halifax, Montreal and 
Quebec.  As well, free Crown land was widely available, including to 
demobilized British soldiers.

“Passive Victims?” is a chapter with a long review of the elaborate 
and complex nature of Highlanders with respect to their religious 
beliefs and practices, which fostered passivity and acceptance of the 
power of landlords, a condition often remarked upon at the time.  
The overwhelming evangelizing force of the Free Church of Scotland, 
a breakaway from the Presbyterian Church of Scotland in the Great 
Eruption of 1843, came into play.  Promising that the temporal 
oppressors would be punished by God, their suffering victims would 
be rewarded for their patient acceptance of their repression by 
eternal salvation.  “The concern for spiritual challenges and the 
eternal verities took precedence over more secular problems.”

Next Devine comes to clearance and expulsion.  From 1870 onwards 
“the towns, cities and Lowland countryside became by far the 
dominant sources of large-scale Scottish movement across the 
globe.”  But in the preceding two decades “the Highland diaspora 
reached truly unprecedented levels.”  While Scots went abroad 
in search of a better life, those from the Highlands left under 
the pressure of subsistence crises, clearances and expropriation.  
Subsistence depended on potatoes.  In 1846 potato blight killed 
the crops in more than 70 per cent of crofting regions.  The result 
was famine, bringing with it dysentery, influenza and typhus, 
a potentially catastrophic portent of mass mortality.  How this 
was dealt with is presented in grim detail.  Help came from relief 
agencies in the form of government provisioning of food depots – 
including the stationing of two ships as grain depots in Portree and 
Tobermory – the Free Church of Scotland, and a national Central 
Board of Management, supplying grain – wheatmeal, oatmeal, 
peasemeal and maize – in return for work, usually unskilled manual 

In many parts of Scotland sheep replaced people



EDUCT News September 2019

27

which had proved more resilient than the [potato] famine relief.”  
With a cash economy people could buy what they needed rather 
than growing it themselves.  Credit became more readily available, 
with merchants, shopkeepers and fish-curers accepting payment 
when seasonal earnings became available.  This restructured way 
of life came about because of the recovery of prices for Highland 
black cattle, cheaper grain because of falling world prices, a massive 
expansion in steam-powered boats and ships, an expanded fishing 
industry, as well as growing temporary migration and casual 
employment beyond the Highlands.  “On the surface … the evidence 
for improvement of living standards seemed compelling … [but] the 
majority of the people continued to endure an existence of poverty 
and insecurity” because of seasons of failed crops, reliance on the 
provision of free food and seeds, public works restarted to provide 
jobs in payment for supplies, disparate charitable assistance from 
Lowland cities, typhus brought on by domestic squalor (with people 
and animals housed under the same roof), insecurity of tenure, 
and the common prohibition of young men marrying to prevent any 
subdivision of a landholding within a family.

The famous Battle of the Braes in Skye in 1882 is described in detail.  
The crofters refused to pay rent until their land rights were restored.  
Arrests and imprisonment resulted.  It was seen as the beginning 
of the Crofters’ War, an important breakthrough of resistance and 
action, which led to the appointment of a Royal [Napier] Commission 
to examine the state of affairs in crofting as a whole.  In 1886 
the Commission issued its report that led to the Crofters Holdings 
(Scotland) Act, which made “clearances of the old style impossible, 
breached the rights of private property, controlled landlord-crofter 
relations through a government body and afforded the crofting 
population secure possession of their holdings.”

As Devine observes, “In historical perspective the events of the 
1880s are indeed remarkable.”  Regional and national politics took 
up the many issues involved, and extensive newspaper coverage 
fuelled the debate.  A changed climate emerged, more sympathetic 
to the crofters, and still continues, regulated by the Crofting 
Commission/Coimisean na Croitearachd based in Inverness.

Devine’s conclusion confirms that the true nature of the Scottish 
clearances, Highland and Lowland, have historically been ignored in 
both the literature and the media of popular culture over almost two 
centuries.  For Devine, “they have opted for the single explanation of 
human wickedness, a resolution of the problem that does not fit with 
the historical evidence which is now at hand.”  With this massively 
comprehensive work, meticulously researched and compellingly 
written, Devine has set a new benchmark for understanding the 
Scottish Clearances.

labour by everyone, men, women 
and children.  Rigorous oversight 
and a destitution test ensured 
that the famine relief food was 
truly earned.  Beyond such 
centralized famine relief could 
also be found the provisions 
made by individual landlords and 
urban philanthropists.  As the 
food crisis continued,  
“[s]trategies on several estates 
now started to move away 
from containment of the crisis 
to systematic dispersal of the 
people through eviction and 
forced emigration.”

To add to the misery of the 
sufferers, they became the 
subject of racist anti-Celtic/Gael 
criticism to justify the treatment 
of the Highland poor.  They were 
called the Aborigines of Europe, 
inferior to the Anglo-Saxon 
Teutonic peoples.  Such attitudes 
fed into a profound social 
division between the Highlands 
and the Lowlands.  The Gael 
was lazy, indolent, slothful, 
and dependent on charity.  One 
pseudo-scientific writer of this ilk 
even attacked Gaelic poetry as 
“wholly melancholic, as might be 
expected of a weak and dispirited 
people.”  They had become to 
many a mendicant community 
to be got rid of and replaced by 
Anglo-Saxons and Teutons.  This 
attitude fed into the major thrust 
of forced emigration from the 
1850s onward.  The poor and the 
sick were included in the human 
cargoes shipped to Canada 
and elsewhere.  The infamy of 
these attitudes and practices 
lived on among those emigrant 
communities in the Highland 
diaspora. 

With his chapter “The Turning 
of the Tide” Devine moves 
towards his conclusion.  By 
the 1870s and 1880s “the 
majority of the population of the 
western Highlands became less 
dependent on the produce of the 
land and for survival and even 
more reliant on the two sources 
of income and employment, 
fishing and temporary migration, 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish 
authors? How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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the above lines, spotted in Rick Detorie’s One Big Happy cartoon 
strip that ran in Owen Sound’s Sun Times newspaper on May 4, 
2019.  At least since then I have had the satisfaction of seeing 
my book described as “enlightening and very readable” by a 
“pleasantly surprised” reviewer, Australian geologist Brett Davis.  
Understandably, the history of a Canadian mining company, no 
matter how successful that company, is probably not most people’s 
choice of bedtime reading, unless they want to nod off really early, 
of course!.   (Geologists, however, love being rocked to sleep!)

Placer Development was established in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
in 1926, as a result of a chance meeting between an entrepreneurial 
Australian corporate lawyer with some mining interests and a New 
Zealand-born, British-educated, mining engineer then managing a 
silver mine in British Columbia.  (The latter, Charles A. Banks, would 
serve as British Columbia’s Lieutenant-Governor from 1946-1950.)  
In 1987, Placer merged with Toronto-based Dome Mines Limited 
(founded in 1910) and Dome affiliate, Campbell Red Lake Mines 
Limited (founded in 1944), to form Placer Dome Inc.

The early days of Placer Development are particularly fascinating.  
The company’s first success was its Bulolo gold dredging operation 
in what is now Papua New Guinea.  The miners figured out how 
to break up mammoth dredges into sections that could fit inside 
German Junkers aircraft, be flown to the remote site and re-
assembled.   Three flights per day were the norm, thereby avoiding 
what had been a 3-week trek on foot through mountainous lands 
known to be the home of some locals with cannibalistic tendencies.

The Bulolo mine began very successful production in 1932, but 
operations had to be suspended ten years later during World 
War II after Japanese troops landed on New Guinea and began 
advancing towards the mine site.  Before escaping south through 
largely unknown territory to Port Moresby, the mine manager with a 

The Story of a Canadian 
Mining Company of 
International Renown

by Nean Allman

Editor’s Note:  EDUCT member 
Nean Allman (B.Sc., Geology, 
1964) is to be congratulated 
on completing her history of 
a famous mining company.  
Given Nean’s splendid sense 
of humour, and her ability to 
tell a good tale, your Editor 
decided that even if the book 
is about rocks it is likely a very 
worthwhile read.  Nean kindly 
agreed to introduce us to her 
magnum opus.

Nean Allman and Justin Baulch, 
A History:  Placer Development 
Limited and Placer Dome 
Inc., (Kimberley, ON:  Allman 
& Associates, 2018), hard 
cover, 246 pages including 
17 pages of historical photos, 
C$50.  Shipping and Handling 
sponsored by Placer Dome 
alumni and Barrick Gold.  See 
www.aplacerdomehistory.com

“Willie, I finished writing my 
book … It’s gonna be the 
greatest, most awesomest book 
ever!  Unless of course it’s not.”

Having recently written and 
published a book myself, I 
laughed sympathetically at 

Nean Allman. Photo courtesy 
K.Houghton

http://www.aplacerdomehistory.com
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The International Group of Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR) which 
has been investigating the Earhart mystery for many years. 

With Bulolo churning out gold, Placer went on to develop and 
operate mines in Colombia, Australia, Canada (British Columbia in 
particular), the United States, Mexico, the Philippines, Papua New 
Guinea, Chile, Tanzania and South Africa.  For a while it invested 
in oil and gas operations in Canada and the USA.  Initially it was 
interested in any mineral resource that would prove economic.  
Latterly it focused on gold.  From 1926 to 2005 it produced 90 
million ounces of gold, 8.5 billion pounds of copper, 380 million 
pounds of molybdenum and significant amounts of tungsten, lead, 
zinc, cadmium, coal, iron ore, silver and mercury.  The company 
made a name for itself by planning and building its mines as well 
as operating them, unusual in the mining world where planning 
and development are generally farmed out to contractors.  Placer’s 
project development group was renowned for starting operations “on 
time and on budget”, if not better.

In the mid-2000s, the 80th anniversary of Placer Development’s 
founding was approaching, as well as the 20th anniversary of the 
creation of Placer Dome, and the company hired me to tell its 
story.  (An Edinburgh geology graduate, I had already been writing 
about the Canadian mining industry for almost 40 years.)  I began 
my research, and interviewed dozens of employees current and 
past, and some spouses too.  The pride and affection for their 
company was very apparent, as was the general camaraderie 
amongst its people.  I also discovered that a Placer geologist in 
Australia, Justin Baulch, had for his own interest been compiling 
timelines summarizing the company’s historical activities, and we 
began collaborating on the story.  (He proved to be an excellent 
proof-reader too, catching some mistakes I made due to my lack of 

colleague buried about $200,000 
of gold on the edge of the local 
cemetery.  Once the threat of 
invasion had passed, he returned 
and retrieved the gold, only to 
experience a bomb blast in Port 
Moresby and narrowly avoid 
being torpedoed on his voyage 
with the gold to Australia.  
Not, one would hope, usual 
experiences for the average mine 
manager.

Bulolo also has a connection 
to one of the world’s ongoing 
mysteries, the disappearance 
of America’s Amelia Earhart in 
the Pacific Ocean in 1937.  In an 
attempt to be the first woman 
to fly around the world, and 
the first person to do so around 
the equator, Earhart and her 
navigator, Fred Noonan, began 
their flight in Miami, Florida.  
They touched down in South 
America, Africa, India, Java 
and Darwin, Australia, before 
arriving in Lae, New Guinea, at 
an airport that owed its existence 
to the Bulolo goldfields.  Bulolo’s 
mine manager at the time and 
his wife, both Americans, flew 
from the mine to Lae to meet 
the travelers and wish them 
well.   Earhart and Noonan left 
Lae on July 2 … and were never 
seen again.    They were aiming 
for Howland Island, an 18-hour 
flight away.  It is speculated that 
navigation and wireless problems 
caused them to turn south 
instead of north, and run out of 
fuel before retracing their flight 
north.

Around 1991, a “Bulolo/Amelia 
Earhart” file was discovered in 
Placer Dome’s basement storage 
in Vancouver.  It contained a 
report for the US Bureau of Air 
Commerce written three weeks 
after Earhart’s disappearance by 
the general manager of Guinea 
Airways at Lae.  The report 
confirmed the fuel load carried 
and noted that Earhart had made 
an unsuccessful attempt to test 
her radio direction finder prior to 
her flight.  It was forwarded, and 
apparently proved very useful, to 

Paul was one of Placer’s first two Junkers aircraft that were used 
to transport equipment into the remote mining site in Papua New 
Guinea in the early 1930s 
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familiarity with Australia’s geography!)

And then our best laid plans went aglay!   Early in 2006, Placer 
Dome was acquired by its rival, Barrick Gold Corporation, and the 
corporate support for the Placer history stopped.  Having found the 
Placer story so interesting, however, and out of respect and gratitude 
for the interviewees who had so willingly shared their tales, I felt 
an obligation to finish the book, on my own time.  It turned out 
“my own time” was in short supply over the next several years, but 
finally, with a former Placer director funding the production costs, 
the book was published in 2018.  And as the self-publisher, I have 
a whole new respect for the myriad details that publishers have to 
tend to, and I no longer wonder why it takes so long for a book to 
appear after the author puts down his or her pen!  

To quote reviewer Brett Davis again, the book includes “abundant 
personal accounts, musings and admissions that are uncommon in 
documentations of the mining and exploration industry.  Not only 
this, but an incredible amount of man hours must have gone into 
garnering the information into meaningful timelines that show the 
twists and turns that produced the company Placer Dome Inc.”

All I can say is “Whew!”

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s accounts, as of 30 September 
2019, show a balance of $8,053.03.

 

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? 

Please pass this newsletter on to anyone 
who might be interested

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us. 

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 

Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 30 Sept 2019, 
we have 157 members, most of 
whom are in the Toronto area. If you 
would be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for graphic 
design and layout
www.alexsayers.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due in 
January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed for 
this year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 
marked “membership”, to our 
Treasurer, John Krijgsman, at: 11 
Crossburn Drive, Toronto, ON M3B 
2Z3. Or pay by INTERAC e-transfer, 
via educt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Chris Valley Ban, President,
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Brittany Howlett, Vice-President
and Communications Director,
(M.Sc. 2012), 519.317.9048
britthowlett@hotmail.com

John Krijgsman, Treasurer 
and Membership Secretary, 
(M.A. Hons 1971), 416.444.4719
jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Immediate 
Past President, (LL.B. 1999), 
416.750.4424 vcn117@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

mailto:educt.treasurer@gmail.com
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