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Issue 50 May 2019

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

I am delighted to share with you 
the 50th issue of our newsletter.  
Our newsletter is integral to our 
club’s well-being.  All 49 past 
issues are on our web site.  They 
offer a valuable record of all of 
our activities over the years we 
have been building our alumni 
community.  Add to that record 
the profiles of members and the 
articles by many of those members 
and you have the glue that makes 
for the valued new friendships 
we have enjoyed establishing 
through EDUCT.  I congratulate 
all our contributors and especially 
our Editor, Simon Miles, for his 
never-ending dedication to this 
endeavour.  He adds to this story 
on page 3.

During a recent membership 
renewal drive, we were happy to 
hear from several appreciative 
members outside the greater GTA 
who could not attend any of our 
events but took great pleasure 
in belonging to our extended 
alumni family and in reading the 
newsletter.  We are discussing the 
newsletter’s future as we adapt 
to changing times.  Ideas are 
welcome.  Simon is signalling he 
will be retiring one day!  Do you 
relish the challenge of being an 
editor or publisher/formatter?  Let 
us know.

Finally, if you have not yet renewed 
your membership, please do. Your 
support is essential.  Please see 
page 31 for details.

Chris Valley Ban

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

The University Welcomes New Students

When: Tuesday, 6 August 2019, 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

Where: Branksome Hall School, 10 Elm Avenue, Toronto. 

Details: The University will welcome Canadian students going to 
Edinburgh in September and provide them with a detailed briefing.  
EDUCT provides a couple of speakers and other graduates, especially 
recent ones, to give the students advice and a joyous send-off.  More 
details to follow nearer the event.

Cost:   There is no charge. 

Info:   Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  
416-598-5856   
or Brittany Howlett, britthowlett@hotmail.com   519-317-9048

 
Making the Modern Middle East:  
Lord Allenby in Palestine and Egypt, 1917-25 

When: Tuesday, 1 October 2019, 6:30 to 8:30 pm 

Where:  The Friends House (Quakers), 60 Lowther Ave, Toronto 
(2 blocks north from St. George subway on Bedford). 

Details: Our speaker is Professor C. Brad Faught, Chair of the 
Department of History, Tyndale University College, Toronto, Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society, and a Senior Fellow of Massey College, 
University of Toronto. He is the author of six books, including Clive: 
Founder of British India (Potomac, 2013); and, Kitchener: Hero 
and Anti-Hero (I.B Tauris, 2016). Currently, he is at work on a book 
on Lord Allenby and the British in the Middle East around the time 
of the First World War (including Allenby’s command of “Lawrence 
of Arabia”), which is the subject of our talk.  Some of the research 
was carried out at Edinburgh. For more information on our speaker 
see:  www.tyndale.ca/university/faculty/brad-faught

Cost:   $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-member alumni 
and guests. 

RSVP:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net 416-489-2011

EDUCT Whisky Tasting                                     

When:  Wednesday, 4 December, 2019, 7:00 pm.

Where:  Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details: We will taste a variety of whiskies from different regions of 
Scotland and enjoy cheeses to complement them.  

Cost:   TBA.

Info:   Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

mailto:victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca
mailto:britthowlett@hotmail.com
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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The 2020 Burns Nightcap                             

When: Thursday, 23 January 2020, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (2 days 
before Burns). 

Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at 
Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details: All are part of the entertainment. 

Cost:  TBA.

Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   

When:  Wednesday, 11 March, 2020, 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

Where: TBA.

Details: The University is the organizer of this information session 
for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will 
provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  
All EDUCT members are welcome to attend to help answer questions 
from students and their parents during the reception. 

Info:   Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  
416-598-5856

EDUCT Annual Dinner

When: Friday, 3 April 2020, 6:30 pm. 

Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 
Toronto.

Details: David McClay, Philanthropy Manager, Library & University 
Collections, University of Edinburgh, will be our after-dinner speaker. 
David’s theme will be Past, Present and Future: Time Travelling with 
the Remarkable University Collections. 

Cost: TBA. 

Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Annual General Meeting 

When: Sunday 31 May 2020 at 1:00 pm.

Where:  Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details: There is no charge for the AGM. 

Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

EDUCT Doors Open Toronto Tour

When:   Sunday 31 May 2020 at 2:30 pm.

Where:  We will arrange a tour of one or two of the buildings open 
to the public on the Doors Open weekend.  For those not attending 
the AGM, we will meet at the building. 

Cost:  TBA. 

Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
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Leo in a brief moment of supposed retirement and convince her 
to produce her excellent profile of RLS.  And in our Books section 
we are introduced to David McClay’s book on the 250 years of the 
publishing house, John Murray.

The Board likes to think that EDUCT News is integral to the 
image, functioning and well-being of EDUCT.  We do register the 
compliments but we really have no idea of how many of the articles 
are read and enjoyed.  We welcome feedback, however critical, and 
suggestions for improvement.  We are giving thought to the pros 
and cons of other formats, so your input now could be particularly 
helpful.  And since I would like to start discussions on handing on 
the baton of Editor, we welcome expressions of interest in this role 
and, likely as a separate role, that of formatter.  One way or another 
though, we expect to be delivering our 100th issue in another 17 
years or so.

EDUCT Celebrates Its Fifteenth Burns Night 

by Simon Miles

It was number fifteen.  What 
to do to mark the occasion?  
No matter, the evening took 
care of itself.  As one can 
see from the captions, the 
event turned into a sort of 
‘show and tell’, masterfully 
orchestrated by our MC, 
Henri-Lee Stalk.

We welcomed our guest 
from the University, James 
Gauthier, who, like our guest 
of last year, Amani Roland, 
is Head of Philanthropy for 
North America.  James covers 
the eastern half and Amani 
the western half. 

Pamela Lucas delivered the 
Selkirk Grace to get us on our 
way to a heavenly evening.  Graham Ferguson was back in Canada 

just in time to pipe in the 
haggis, which was ably 
borne by his Poosie Nansie 
- none other than his dear 
wife, Fionna Ferguson.

The haggis got its dressing 
down in a splendid Address 
by Scott Wilson, who 
turned up the Scottish 
accent for the occasion.  
As a young man starting 
a new insurance company 
he wielded the knife with 
extreme precision. 

Following the dinner, Mark 

 
EDUCT NEWS: Welcome To 
Our 50th Issue

by Simon Miles

Welcome to the 50th issue of 
the EDUCT News!  When our 
founding Board decided we 
should have a newsletter, they 
had in mind an instrument 
for broadcasting information 
about upcoming events and our 
progress in developing EDUCT 
as an organization.  Our first 
editor was Jim Hunter, our first 
President. Being an English 
graduate with further training 
in accounting, Jim has always 
demonstrated an economy with 
words.  Our first newsletter, of 
May 2003, ran to three pages.  
By the time he handed the job 
over to me in the Spring of 
2007, we had several members 
keen to contribute articles on 
all manner of subjects and we 
ran to about 9 pages.  Now we 
average about 28 pages every 
issue!   

To mark our having achieved this 
milestone, this issue is designed 
as a celebration of the printed 
word.  Robert Burns, Scotland’s 
most famous and enduring poet, 
features in both the write up of 
our annual Burns Dinner and in 
the article by David Kemp on 
Bill Nolan’s insightful talk on 
Burns.  Robert Louis Stevenson, 
a Scottish novelist whose stories 
are part of everyone’s lives, 
is the subject of our Famous 
Alumni column.  Fortunately, 
we managed to catch Willadean 

Our MC for the evening: Henri-Lee 
Stalk

Our Guest of Honour: James Gauthier

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees for 2019 

were due in January.  
If you have not yet 
renewed, please see  
page 31 for details.

We now take INTERAC 
e-transfers.
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Garlin treated us to an all-
embracing Immortal Memory of 
Burns.  Mark cleverly covered 
off Burns’ poems, his thoughts 
on love, his sense of justice 
and equality, and his political 
leanings.  And he squeezed in 
a reference to Abraham Lincoln 
and the influence that Burns 
could well have had on him!

Griffin Peloso was another star 
of the evening.  His Toast to 
the Lassies was very clearly a 
colourful reminder of a pre-Me-
Too era.  He opened by telling us 
that he had been advised that 
one should never speak longer in 
public than one can make love in 
private, and with that he bade us 
goodnight!  He was, of course, 
subject to an instant recall!  And 
how he did recall.  There were 
Griffin’s thoughts on how Burns 
viewed the merits of Celtic 
women, on how Burns must 
have realized the sacred nature 
of all sperm, and much more.  
Griffin’s parting warning to all 
the laddies present was that 
they should be acutely aware 
of how lassies can make the 
average man great and the great 
man average, but they should 
never mention this to the lassies 
of course.  Anna Voineskos, in 
her reply, very ably drew upon 
Burns’ Rights of Woman to 
roast the toaster, most notably 
the second right – of decorum.  
Just in case the laddies did not 

understand decorum, 
she put it this way: 
you can buy us 
all the drinks you 
want, and, yes, we 
appreciate that, but 
if you don’t know 
when to behave then 
you should know that 
we can always dump 
you!

Then came exam 
time.  Fionna, a 
teacher by day, 
had handed out our 
Burns quiz before 
the dinner.  Although 
this was designed 
to give us time 
to digest it, along 
with the dinner, and 
although cheating 
was permitted, most 
of us failed to demonstrate that we had mastered that black art.  
First prize went to Paul and Kim Bradley’s team.  Since this included 
James Gauthier we should emphasize that they did not cheat!  
Victoria’s table provided the runners up.

We then moved into the poems and songs.  Victoria performed 
wonders delivering five poems.  She started with ‘Winter: A Dirge’ … 
a painful reminder of the rotten winter we were having.  She could 
only get better from then on!  Anne Abraham and her friend Caryn 
MacLoghlin sang us ‘Ye Jacobites By Name’.  And Graham took up 
his guitar and sang us ‘My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose’, ‘Auld Lang 
Syne’, ‘Bonie Dundee’, ‘A Man’s a Man for A’ That’, and ‘Scots Wha 
Hae’.  

And so ended another splendid Burns Night.  We thanked our two 
gracious waitresses, Alexis and Cheryl, for having looked after us so 
well, and headed back into that rotten winter.

Pamela Lucas demonstrates she can deliver 
the Selkirk Grace with her eyes closed

Graham Ferguson demonstrates the value of wind 
power

Scott Wilson demonstrates why every haggis should 
take out insurance with his company
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Fionna Ferguson demonstrates that everyone needs 
a teacher when it comes to answering her quizzes

Mark Garlin reminds us why Burns is so memorable

Griffin Peloso toasted his lassies to 
perfection

Anna Voineskos fairly roasted her laddies

Victoria Crewe-Nelson delivered five poems Anne Abraham (right) watches as her friend Caryn 
MacLoghlin is about to burst … into song
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A Record Turnout for the 
Prospective Students 
Information Session

by Simon Miles

Each year, in early March, the 
University of Edinburgh holds an 
information session in Toronto 
for prospective students and 
their parents.  This is just one 
of many sessions held around 
the world.  Not surprisingly, the 
University staff members who 
put on these events become 
very adept in anticipating 
what the students need to 
know and focusing their pitch 
accordingly.  This year we were 
again presented with a very 
professional performance by 
Tessa Bell and by a newcomer to 
the team, Aly Stewart.  And, as 
in past years, they were joined 
by a member of the faculty.  
This year, Dr. Jennifer Skilling, 
Senior Lecturer in Chemical 
Engineering, who happened 
to be on sabbatical in Boston, 
kindly came to Toronto to bring 
her personal perspective to the 
presentation.

This year the University was 
hosted by Bayview Glen School 
in north-east Toronto.  While 
the location may have proved 
challenging for those of us from 
central Toronto who were trying 
to compete with the rush-hour 
commuter traffic, it may well 
have been a positive factor in 
accounting for the record turnout 
of prospective students.  There 
were about 90 in attendance.

It was very gratifying to see such 
an enthusiastic demonstration of 
interest in our University.  

And I always find that I learn 
something new at these 
sessions.  While it was of interest 
to hear that the University’s total 
enrollment is now up to nearly 
41,000 students, and pleasing 
to hear that the University is 
currently rated number 18 in the 
world by the QS survey, I was 
delighted to learn that the City 
of Edinburgh has been voted 

the safest city in the Britain (in 2014) and that this does not equate 
with being a boring city.  No, the City has also been voted Britain’s 
favourite city for 13 of the last 15 years.  That may also help to 
explain the turnout of 90 prospective students!

As is customary, EDUCT was a partner in supporting this University 
event.  Our President, Chris Valley Ban, followed the information 
session on the University and the City with a thumbnail sketch 
of EDUCT and encouraged the students to contact us on their 

The team: Jennifer Skilling, Vanessa Iaboni, Thomas Card, Tessa 
Bell, Troy Hammond (Director of University Counselling & Student 
Services at Bayview Glen), Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Brittany Howlett 
and Aly Stewart.  Behind the camera: Simon Miles

Paula and Ian MacPherson, with their youngest son, Edan
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Charlie Jeffery Talks on Brexit at EDUCT’s Annual Dinner

by Simon Miles

Long billed as Brexit Day, Friday 29 March 2019 was to have been 
the day that the UK would formally leave the European Union.  It 
never happened.  However, what did happen that day was that 
EDUCT had the good fortune to host Professor Charlie Jeffery at our 
Annual Dinner and hear his insightful analysis of the whole Brexit 
affair.  

Indeed, this year we were doubly fortunate in that we were able 
to welcome back James Smith, Vice-Principal International, at our 
University.  James spoke to us about some of the key features of 
the work of the University of Edinburgh as a global institution.  He 
has kindly summarized his talk, focusing on some of the University’s 
partnerships, in the next article. 

Charlie Jeffery is the Senior Vice-Principal at the University of 
Edinburgh.  He is also Professor of Politics and one of the UK’s best 
analysts on Brexit.  His talk, entitled “Politics in Turmoil in the UK: 
Brexit and Post-Brexit”, was incisive, crystal clear, and revealing of 
fundamental problems plaguing British politics.  It was also delivered 
with considerable wit.  Since the Dinner, numerous members of 
EDUCT have remarked on how much it helped them in coming to 
grips with Brexit.

Charlie’s powerpoint presentation, with its numerous lists, charts 
and graphic images, greatly aided our understanding.  Indeed, 
as Charlie took us through an initial overview of events from the 
referendum vote of 23 June 2016 right up to the day of his talk, 
we were immediately given the essential message: this is about 
the Conservatives, their competence, and chaos.  These three ‘Cs’ 
provided structure for much of Charlie’s talk.  

return.   Chris introduced the 
alumni present and those who 
then spoke briefly about their 
experiences of Edinburgh and 
their preparations ahead of their 
move over the Atlantic.  We had 
excellent, succinct, presentations 
from each of Victoria Crewe-
Nelson, Brittany Howlett, Agnes 
Coutinho and Vanessa Iaboni. 

When we broke for one-on-one 
discussions with the students 
and parents we were greatly 
assisted by the presence of Ian 
and Paula MacPherson, who, last 
year, went through the whole 
process of settling their son 
Callum into Edinburgh, where 
he is now pursuing a four-year 
M.A. (Hons) in International 
Business.  They report, not 
surprisingly, that Callum is 
having the time of his life.  And 
Callum’s young brother, Edan, 
was also in attendance. He plans 
to be a doctor.  Dad is saving up!  
We do hope Edan will consider 
Edinburgh!

Congratulations to Tessa, Aly 
and Jennifer for another splendid 
performance.

If you would like to see the 
presentation offered, go to 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/
international/info/applicant

Senior Vice-Principal Charlie Jeffery talks on a divided UK…

Do you know of other 
Edinburgh alumni 

in Toronto? 
 

Please pass this 
 newsletter on 
to anyone who  

might be interested.

https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/info/applicant
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/info/applicant
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First, however, Charlie analyzed 
just how divided the UK had 
become by being asked to vote 
on Brexit.  The referendum 
enjoyed a high voter turnout of 
72.2%.  The division starts with 
the close vote: 51.9% voting to 
leave Europe and 48.1% voting 
to remain.  But dig deeper, using 
the data from numerous polls 
taken prior to the referendum, 
and the divisions become 
unbelievably complex.  For 
example, looking at a couple 
of key issues, we have 90% of 
the country wanting free trade 
but 70% wanting to limit the 
movement of people from other 
European Union (EU) countries 
to the UK.  Dig deeper still and 
ask if Britain should allow people 
from the EU to live and work 
here in return for free trade, and 
one finds that 49% say yes, and 
51% says no. But is that division 
closely aligned with the leave/
remain vote?  Seemingly not.  Of 
the leave voters, 30% voted yes 
on this question, whereas 70% 
of the remain voters voted yes.  
This is not as close an alignment 
as one might reasonably expect.

Moving from this illustration 
of the divide on issues Charlie 
looked at some demographics.  
He compared the top 20 areas 
voting to remain with the 
top 20 voting to leave.  The 
demographic profile of the 
remain areas, in contrast to 
that of the leave areas, shows 
a much higher percentage of 
the population has a university 
degree, has a professional 
job, is non-white, is not yet a 
pensioner, and enjoys a much 
higher income.

Charlie then looked at values.  
He concluded that, while the 
majority of those with liberal 
values voted to remain and 
the majority of those with 
conservative values voted to 
leave, these two ‘value-blocks’ 
were fairly evenly spread across 
traditional political party lines.  
This has resulted in both of the 
main parties being quite split 

over Brexit.  Maintaining coherence and party unity has thus become 
much more difficult, if not impossible, as was illustrated with the 
recent defectors leaving both of the main parties to create a group 
of independents.

Having conveyed a picture of a country, on referendum day, as 
extremely divided, divided in several distinct ways, and, because 
of that referendum, very conscious of those divisions, Charlie then 
turned to his second theme of the evening: the entry of Theresa 
May.  

Because we had Charlie for only one talk, we were unable to hear 
him on David Cameron, the Prime Minister who had got the country 
into this mess through his lack of understanding of the mood of the 
body politic and his inability to bring coherence to the Conservative 
Party.  When Cameron dutifully fell on his sword, following the failure 
of the referendum to provide him with the expected justification to 
have the UK remain in the EU, the Conservative Party found itself 
without an obvious successor to Cameron.  Theresa May was an 
unknown quantity.  She had not been tested.

Charlie’s portrayal of May revealed just how unversed she was in 
providing coherent direction.  Through a clever juxtaposition of 
quotes from May, Charlie conveyed the confusion she brought to the 
direction of policies bearing on Brexit.  For example, while she had 
said she wanted “to give British companies the maximum freedom 
to trade with and operate in the Single Market”, she was also saying 
“We shall shortly be consulting on the next steps needed to control 
immigration”.  And, again, while she professed that “Our vision of 
a truly global Britain … securing trade deals, winning contracts, 
generating wealth and creating jobs” was driving her, she rendered 
that vision incoherent when she delivered her well-known line “If you 
believe you are a citizen of the world you are a citizen of nowhere”.

Charlie underscored how May added to this incoherence with her 
desire to lay down ‘red lines’ with respect to Brexit negotiations.  He 
cited her insistence on the control of borders, law and money (which 

…and our attention is undivided
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ruled out the aforementioned 
Single Market, just as it ruled 
out the freedom of movement of 
people and any jurisdiction for 
the European Court).  A second 
red line was the need for an 
independent trade policy (which 
put paid to the customs union).  
And, thirdly, her insistence on 
protecting the UK Union implied 
a solution to the Northern 
Ireland border problem.  And 
worse, as Charlie noted, the first 
and second of these red lines 
was going to be very difficult to 
reconcile with the third.  And 
that is what led to the seemingly 
unrealizable notion of the 
Northern Ireland ‘backstop’.

Perhaps sensing that she was 
in a box, May called an election 
for 8 June 2017.  Charlie made 
clear why she had decided to go 
to the people: the polls at the 
time suggested that, although 
she personally was not popular, 
the Conservatives would enjoy 
a greatly increased majority of 
170 seats (compared with one of 
12 seats in the 2015 election).  
With that, she could overcome 
dissent in the Conservative 
Party and ram through whatever 
she wanted.  But the campaign 
failed: the Conservatives ended 
up with eight seats short of a 
majority and May had to rely on 
the Democratic Unionist Party to 
provide her with a slim majority. 

It was at this juncture that 
Charlie reverted to his 3 ‘Cs’. 

The Conservative Party was up 
first for analysis.  As Charlie 
made clear, rule number one 
in understanding Brexit is to 
recognize that Brexit is first and 
foremost about resolving conflict 
in the Conservative Party.  This 
was the conflict that had dogged 
Cameron and that May had 
hoped to overcome with a hefty 
majority.  

Secondly, there was the 
question of the competence of 
the Conservative leadership 
to manage the UK – EU 
relationship.  Charlie’s selection 

of quotes from key players on how they viewed the European 
question and how they saw their roles in resolving it were painfully 
revealing of a gross incompetence in Cabinet.

Not surprisingly, therefore, we arrive at the third C, the chaos 
that had been building following the June 2017 election and that 
became so visible with the series of ‘meaningful votes’, that had 
been provided for in the EU Withdrawal Act passed on 26 June 2018, 
and that took place from January 2019 on.  As the chaos became 
more embarrassing, Parliament took the very extreme measure of 
exercising its right to take over procedures and organized a series of 
indicative votes on 27 March.  Nothing conclusive emerged from this, 
other than that the old divisions remained among parliamentarians.  

This portrayal of events took us to Brexit Day, the day of our Dinner.  
At this juncture Charlie shifted his sights to consider what may be 
next.  He opted to give us an insight into what the general populace 
was thinking of five options for proceeding.  No option enjoyed clear 
majority support, although not surprisingly the remainers showed 
strong support for a second referendum on whether to accept a 
deal or remain, and the leavers showed strong support for leaving 
without a deal.  The other three options, in declining order of 
popularity, were: renegotiate the UK’s relations within the EU; hold 
an election; and, hold a referendum on a deal vs. no deal.  Charlie 
then looked at what people thought of four possible outcomes, each 
of which was seen as a bad outcome by more people than those who 
saw it as a good outcome.  The four outcomes were: leave without 
a deal; a deal; a single market and customs union; and, a second 
referendum reversing the vote of the first one.  

As to whether a second referendum on whether to remain or leave 
would be more decisive now that the public have more information 
on the costs and benefits, Charlie showed us polling data that 
suggested that, although the remainers have maintained a slight 

But then the speaker finishes and the table talk takes over
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The Possibility of Partnerships

by James Smith, Vice-Principal International, University of Edinburgh

Simon asked me to highlight some of the main points from my talk 
at the recent EDUCT Dinner.  The topic was ‘the development of 
the University of Edinburgh’s partnerships’.  I illustrated how their 
development is evolving through reference to three continental 
contexts - Africa, Europe and North America – and touched on the 
implications of these partnerships for Edinburgh.

I am always happy to report that the University is doing very well.  
We are ranked firmly among the world’s top 20 universities, we are 
the number one destination in the UK for Canadian students and 
our ambitions remain global – to influence and have impact around 
the world – and local – to root ourselves more deeply in the City of 
Edinburgh and in Scotland.  There are challenges, of course: Brexit 
generates uncertainty and worry; there can be tensions between 
teaching and research and between international and local; different 
contexts require different approaches; and, none of the world’s 
leading universities can afford to stand still.  One of the key ways we 
deal with uncertainty, boost our research and student experience, 
and extend our impact is through partnerships.  During my talk I 
outlined three.

Firstly, TIBA.  Tackling Infections to Benefit Africa (TIBA - which 
means “to cure an infection” in Swahili) is an Africa-led, wide-
ranging, multi-disciplinary research programme that explores and 
draws lessons from the ways that different African health systems 

majority since the beginning of 
2018, the margin is so narrow 
that it is impossible to foretell 
the result. 

Charlie left us with a picture of a 
UK that is still deeply divided, in 
which one half of the population 
will be angry at the outcome of 
Brexit, in which there is little 
to no confidence in the system 
of government, and for which, 
as a country, relations with 
the EU have been seriously 
damaged.  He anticipated what 
we have since seen materialize: 
that May’s days are numbered.  
Seemingly, her May Day call has 
gone unanswered.

EDUCT thanks Charlie for having 
provided us with such a cogent 
analysis of the Brexit affair.

Do you know of other 
Edinburgh alumni in 

Toronto? 

Please pass this 
newsletter on to anyone 
who might be interested

James Smith, Vice-Principal International
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for European higher education.  The EU makes trans-European 
collaboration straightforward: academics, students, knowledge and 
resources can simply flow.  In fact, European partnerships are so 
straightforward and deeply ingrained that we haven’t had to give 
them much thought.  

While Brexit threatens it also encourages us to be more creative.  
UNA Europa is a unique alliance of seven leading European research 
universities: Freie Universität Berlin, Alma Mater Studiorum 
Università di Bologna, Uniwersytet Jagielloński in Kraków, KU 
Leuven, Universidad Complutense de Madrid and Université Paris 
1 Panthéon–Sorbonne, and the University of Edinburgh.  Our aim 
is to create a virtual, Europe-wide institution, built on student and 
staff exchange, and new teaching and research programmes.  We 
are seven universities rooted in our cities and cultures, with a rich 
heritage of teaching and research that spans the globe. 

The mix of universities provides huge diversity and creative 
possibility.  In Bologna we have Europe’s first university, in KU 
Leuven Europe’s most innovative.  Our universities were central to 
the Renaissance and the Enlightenment.  And, exemplified by Freie 
Universität Berlin, together we symbolise Europe’s 20th century 
rebirth and deepening community.  Collectively we educate more 
than 400,000 students across seven campuses; in their entirety 
our staff and student community approaches half a million strong; 
our aim is to be ambitious and develop programmes to build a 
common community and opportunities for students to experience 
multi-lingual learning across our alliance.  We are ambitious and 
optimistic.  By 2025, 50 per cent of UNA Europa students will benefit 
from international mobility.  Two million Europeans will benefit 
from our educational and civic engagement programmes.  Our joint 
research activity will have increased threefold.  We will run several 
European joint degree programmes.  While Brexit may mean the 
UK’s relationship with the European Union will change, UNA Europa 
will mean that change will not only be negative.  We hope it can also 
be hugely transformative (https://www.una-europa.eu).

Thirdly, Toronto (and Edinburgh). One of my reasons for visiting 

tackle infectious diseases.  TIBA 
helps empower African scientists 
to effectively and sustainably 
tackle neglected tropical diseases 
(such as schistosomiasis, 
malaria, trypanosomiasis and 
lymphatic filariasis), and improve 
preparedness for epidemics 
(such as Ebola). 

TIBA’s vision is to harness the 
expertise and technical capability 
in biomedical and social sciences 
at the University of Edinburgh 
and at universities and other 
research facilities comprising its 
African partners to reduce the 
burden and threat of infectious 
diseases in Africa by informing 
and influencing health policy and 
strengthening health systems.  
Crucially, TIBA’s programme of 
research is set by the partners 
in Africa, who apply their own 
perspective to address the 
continent’s infectious disease 
problems.

Through TIBA, the University 
of Edinburgh is working in 
partnership with researchers 
from nine African countries: 
Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, 
Rwanda, South Africa, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and 
Zimbabwe.  These researchers 
are generating new knowledge 
and informing comparative 
analyses of health systems, as 
well as identifying examples of 
good practice to improve health 
for all the people in Africa.  
The combined populations of 
TIBA partner countries total 
approximately 300 million, with 
about 75 million living in poverty.  
Through partnership, TIBA’s 
activities will benefit about 50 
million people by improving 
health policy, the operation of 
health systems, and the health 
R&D environment in the African 
partner countries and beyond.  
Achieving this impact would 
be impossible for Edinburgh or 
indeed any one university alone

(http://tiba-partnership.org).

Secondly, UNA Europa.  Brexit 
is undoubtedly a concern 

Brittany Howlett, Chris Valley Ban and Simon Miles enjoy James’s 
humour as he thanks us for the children’s book for his son

https://www.una-europa.eu
http://tiba-partnership.org
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and do things we cannot achieve alone.  Needless to say, Toronto 
is one of our top six because of the strength and diversity of its 
universities, its entrepreneurial mindset and business opportunities 
and the size and enthusiasm of our alumni community!

The whole point of a dinner like the one I was lucky enough to 
enjoy again this year is, of course, partnership.  Partnerships can be 
transformative, like the examples I have highlighted above, or they 
can transport, perhaps more like EDUCT.  They can remind you of 
good times in Edinburgh, return you to places that have shaped who 
you are, or fill you with anticipation for places you’ve yet to be or 
wish to return to.  At first glance there may not seem to be much in 
common between an alumni supper and a project with continental 
ambitions like TIBA, but we are all sharing and contributing to the 
journey in some small way. 

Bill Nolan Talks to EDUCT on Burns’ Immortality

by David Kemp

Editor’s Note: David Kemp, a 
Friend of EDUCT, received both 
of his degrees in Geography from 
Edinburgh: an M.A., Hons., in 
1965, and his Ph.D., in 1970.  He 
immigrated to Canada in 1968.  
He is now retired, as Professor 
Emeritus, in Geography, at 
Lakehead University.  He and 
Bill Nolan were classmates for 
their M.A.  David kindly let 
EDUCT know of Bill’s plan to be in 
Niagara Falls for the conference 
of the Robert Burns World 
Federation. Bill is the current 
President of the Federation. 
It brings together over 250 
clubs worldwide. Bill’s career 
has involved him in journalism, 
corporate communications, 
and the promotion of festivals, 
concerts, Scotland’s heritage, and 
folk music in Scotland.  In Canada, he is currently involved in the 
Bicentenary Programme for John Galt, founder of Guelph.  EDUCT 
thanks Bill for coming to talk to us and also thanks David for both 
the introduction to Bill and for undertaking to write up Bill’s talk.  

Toronto is to strengthen our 
relationship with the University 
of Toronto.  We have many 
similarities: size, ranking, 
research strengths, and 
international outlook.  And we 
are each developing similar 
relationships with our home 
cities.  The University of Toronto 
is central to Toronto’s rapid 
emergence as a city driven by 
digital innovation and social 
entrepreneurship.  Our aspiration 
through recent investment is 
that the University of Edinburgh 
can accelerate this process in 
the City of Edinburgh.  Recent 
co-investment by the UK 
Government, the Scottish 
Government and the University 
aims to place Edinburgh as 
Europe’s capital for data-driven 
innovation.  This builds on our 
strengths in informatics, the 
quality of our data science 
graduates and the tech 
ecosystem that is emerging on 
and around our campuses.  In 
Toronto we can see something 
very similar (http://www.
acceleratinggrowth.org.uk).

As with UNA Europa our 
partnerships are increasingly 
less about institutions and 
more about places and people.  
Universities are becoming less 
and less divisible from their 
host cities, communities and 
infrastructures.  Being a global 
university does not mean being 
a university of nowhere (to 
paraphrase Theresa May), rather 
it means being a university 
rooted in a variety of different 
contexts, enabled by multiple 
partners.  Universities are 
partnering with other types 
of institutions – the private 
sector, the third sector, with 
governments, and, of course, 
with their alumni communities.  
We at Edinburgh are adopting 
this regional approach in half a 
dozen places around the world, 
partly because it mirrors our 
local approach to partnerships 
and partly because it gives us 
more opportunity to develop 
partnerships that are strategic 

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

David Kemp

http://www.acceleratinggrowth.org.uk
http://www.acceleratinggrowth.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto
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Robert Burns, Scotland’s bard, 
was born in Alloway, Ayrshire 
in 1759 and died in Dumfries, 
Dumfriesshire in 1796 at the age 
of 37.  While that seems young 
by modern norms, it was not 
unusual in Scotland in the mid 
18th century when life was hard, 
medicine and nutrition were 
quite basic compared to today 
and, as a result, life expectancy 
averaged about 40 years.  
Revered for his output of poems 
and songs, Burns’ allotted years 
were also filled with a variety 
of activities.  He was at various 
times a ploughman, farmer, 
exciseman, poet, songwriter 
and ladies’ man.  He had little 
success as a farmer, unable 
to overcome the effects of the 
miserable weather and poor soils 
in the areas he tried to cultivate, 
and he did not live long enough 
to show whether he could 
have been a good exciseman.  
However, his achievements in the 
other three areas are the main 
reasons that he is remembered 
and celebrated today.   He wrote 
hundreds of poems and songs 
covering topics that ranged 
through nature, cultural and 
social issues, politics and love.  
From the love poems it is clear 
that Burns loved the ‘lasses’ 
and they in turn loved him, 
contributing to his success as a 
poet, by providing him with the 
inspiration to write some of his 
best known poems, such as “My 
Luve is Like a Red, Red Rose” 
or “Ae Fond Kiss”. One measure 
of that love was the 14 children 
he had with 6 different women, 
but he also had long-lasting, 
platonic relationships with other 
women such as Frances Anna 
Dunlop and Nancy McLehose who 
contributed in their own way to 
his success.

Even as Burns’ poems were 
being published, his exceptional 
talents were widely recognized 
and interest in his works has 
been sustained and indeed only 
grown stronger in the past two 
centuries or so.   One of the 
reasons for the continuing appeal 

of Burns’ poetry is the dedication and enthusiasm of individuals who 
have supported the Burns’ Clubs that were created in his memory 
and have participated in the annual celebration of his birth.  One of 
these individuals is Bill Nolan, current President of the Robert Burns 
World Federation.  Following a Federation Conference in Niagara Falls 
Bill agreed to add Toronto to his itinerary so that he could make a 
presentation to EDUCT on the life and work of Robert Burns and the 
reasons for the continuing worldwide appeal of his poems and songs.  
The presentation was well received by an audience of 30 EDUCT 
members and guests.

Bill Nolan is a graduate of Edinburgh University, with an M.A. 
in Geography.  He was born and raised in the town of Irvine in 
Ayrshire on the west coast of Scotland only a few miles from Burns’ 
birthplace in Alloway.  As Bill tells it, his real interest in Robert Burns 
came about as the result of a seminar assignment he was given in 
university.  His tutor in an English Literature class, finding out that 
Bill came from Burns country, asked him to prepare a presentation 
on the poet and his work.  Initially apprehensive, Bill did the 
research, presented his seminar and was hooked.  Over the years 
his commitment to Burns increased.  He became a member of the 
Irvine Burns Club, which was established in 1826, and which is the 
oldest continuously functioning Burns club in Scotland.  Bill became 
the club’s President in 1989 and has been its Honorary Secretary 
since 2015.  He was elected President of the Robert Burns World 
Federation in 2018.  On occasion, he has also been known to write 
verse in the style of the bard. (See EDUCT News January 2012.)

With so much written about Burns in books, academic articles and 
popular magazines, it is inevitable that errors and misconceptions 
have appeared.  Bill’s presentation considered and corrected some 
of these.  Burns, for example, is often referred to as the ‘ploughman 
poet’, which carries 
the implication that, 
while he may have had 
a natural talent, he 
was not well educated.  
That was not the case.  
In his early years he 
was educated by his 
father, and then by a 
schoolmaster hired by 
his father and other 
farmers in the area to 
educate their sons.  He 
was taught French, 
Latin and Mathematics 
as well as History and 
Geography before 
going on to the local 
parish school when he 
was 13.  The schooling 
was interrupted by 
the need for his help 
on the farm during 
ploughing and harvest, 
but he augmented his 
formal schooling by 
reading, which included 
Shakespeare and Milton.  

The portrait of Robert Burns, painted by 
Alexander Nasmyth in 1787, now in the 

Scottish National Portrait Gallery
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his talents and encouraged him to write in Scots, which was 
under threat at the time, mainly from those in Edinburgh who saw 
themselves as aristocratic intellectuals and who regarded English 
as more appropriate to their standing in society.  Most of Burns’ 
poems are in the vernacular style, but his ability to write in English 
is apparent in a poem such as “Tam o’ Shanter “, which includes 
several stanzas in English, in what came to be called the Romantic 
style.  In his presentation, Bill raised the question of whether Burns’ 
work would have received the universal attention and appreciation 
that it has had it been written in Standard English.  His answer was 
“No”!

Returning to farming after his time in Irvine, Burns continued to 
write, but he could not make a living from farming so in 1786 
he decided to emigrate to Jamaica where he had been offered a 
supervisory job on a sugar plantation.  Even that did not go well for 

Having acquired a knowledge 
of classical, biblical and English 
literature and able to write in 
Scots, Scottish English and 
English, in reality he was at 
least as well educated as his 
contemporaries.  He wrote his 
first poetry in 1774 at the age of 
15.

William Burnes, Robert’s father, 
found it difficult to make a 
living as a farmer and in 1781, 
perhaps to reduce the mouths 
to feed on the farm or perhaps 
to contribute to the family 
income, Robert moved to Irvine 
to work as an apprentice flax 
dresser. Unfortunately, the flax 
workshop burned down at New 
Year in 1782 and he returned 
to the farm.  However, his short 
stay in Irvine had an important 
impact on his life because of the 
people he met there.  He was a 
frequent visitor to a bookstore 
owned by William Templeton, 
and the chair in which he 
regularly sat is in a collection 
of Burns’ artifacts held by the 
Irvine Burns Club.  Templeton 
introduced him to the works of 
Robert Fergusson, a poet who 
wrote in Scots vernacular as 
well as English.  Fergusson died 
in 1784 at the age of only 24, 
but the style and content of his 
poetry had a major influence 
on Burns’ own work.   Both 
wrote on topics that included 
satirical and pastoral themes 
and used a rhyme scheme called 
Standard Habbie, popularized 
by Fergusson and his fellow 
poet Allan Ramsay.  With a 
rhyming pattern AAABAB, the 
stanza is six lines in length, 
with tetrameter A lines and 
dimeter B lines, and is now 
recognized as being typically 
18th Century Scots verse.  Burns 
acknowledged Fergusson’s 
influence on his work and in 
1787 erected a monument at 
his grave, commemorating 
Fergusson as ‘Scotia’s Poet’.

He was also befriended in 
Irvine by a local sea captain, 
Richard Brown, who recognised 

A mural in Irvine’s Wellwood Burns Centre & Museum 
showing Burns conversing with Captain Richard Brown at 
Irvine Harbour in April 1782, when the fledgling poet was 
encouraged by Irvine-born Brown, a seafarer, to have his 
poems published.
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Interest in Burns’ work tends to centre on his poems, but he was 
also an accomplished songwriter.  In Edinburgh he met James 
Johnson, who collected and preserved old Scots songs, publishing 
them in The Scots Music Museum – not a building, but a series of 
printed volumes.  Burns shared his interests and contributed about 
a third of the songs in a collection that eventually comprised about 
600 songs.  Researchers at Glasgow University are currently working 
on re-arrangements of Burns’ songs.  Later, he collaborated with 
George Thomson, who also wished to preserve Scottish traditional 
music and songs, and made significant contributions to Thomson’s 
Collection of Original Scottish Airs.  He provided his own lyrics, 
which were sometimes adapted from traditional works, and although 
he never claimed to be a musician he had the ability to put his 
poems to Scottish folk melodies.  His name has also been linked to 
a collection of bawdy folk songs, Merry Muses of Caledonia, but it is 
not clear which and how many were actually written by him.  All in 
all, Robert Burns played a significant role in preserving Scotland’s 
musical heritage and his songs are still being sung 250 years later.  
In the 1950s and ‘60s, when there was major revival of folk music, 
they were sung in pubs and coffee bars by folk groups (one of which 
included Bill Nolan) and on mainstream television in Scotland.  They 
are of course now sung widely, especially during the celebration of 
the bard’s birthday and on St. Andrew’s Day, while the singing of  
“Auld Lang Syne” is central to New Year’s festivities worldwide. 

Another part of Burns’ body of work, which, as Bill pointed out, 
receives less attention than it deserves, is his letters.   More than 
500 have survived and there must have been many more that were 
lost or destroyed.  (The National Trust for Scotland has now made 
them available on line.)  His output of letters grew rapidly from 
1786, at a time when his poetry was first being recognized. They 
were written to a wide range of individuals, covering the entire social 
spectrum; he wrote to peers, professors and clergymen as well as 
tradesmen, shopkeepers and farmers.

him since he could not raise the 
funds to pay for his passage.  
His friends suggested that he 
publish some of his poems as 
a means of raising the money 
he needed.  He published his 
poems, in 1786, in what became 
known as the Kilmarnock 
Edition entitled, Poems, Chiefly 
in the Scottish Dialect.  It 
was a stunning success with 
more than 600 copies being 
sold in 3 weeks.   News of his 
accomplishment spread quickly, 
leading to a suggestion from an 
Edinburgh poet that he publish 
a second edition in that city.  
Burns postponed his departure 
for Jamaica and departed for 
Edinburgh in November 1786.  
The Edinburgh Edition of his 
“Poems …” was published in the 
following year as a subscription 
edition in which buyers ordered 
and paid for the volume before it 
was printed.  It included poems 
and songs from the Kilmarnock 
Edition, plus new verses such 
as “To a Haggis”.  Some 3,000 
copies were printed, with the 
list of those who had subscribed 
occupying the first 34 pages 
of the book, a phenomenal 
result given that the Kilmarnock 
Edition had been published only 
9 months previously.  The list 
included many members of the 
Scottish aristocracy, lords, ladies 
and earls, who were happy to 
have Burns as a guest at their 
aristocratic gatherings.  At one 
of these he met and made a 
lasting impression on Walter 
Scott, who succeeded him as 
a Scottish cultural icon.  He 
seems to have been able to 
surmount the social divide that 
existed between the classes, but 
despite that he later included 
some demeaning comments 
about the aristocracy in his 
1795 song ‘A Man’s a Man 
for A’ That ‘.  While he was in 
Edinburgh he also made some 
lasting friendships, including 
that with Nancy McLehose, with 
whom he maintained an intense 
correspondence until she left to 
re-join her husband in Jamaica.

Mary and Bill Nolan
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He corresponded with John 
Murdoch, his old school master, 
as well as early supporters of his 
work, such as Captain Brown of 
Irvine and Mrs Frances Dunlop 
of Dunlop in Ayrshire.  The 
letters that have received most 
attention are the 50 or so that 
he wrote to Nancy McLehose.  
She was estranged from her 
husband who had emigrated to 
Jamaica before Burns met her.  
They were attracted to each 
other almost from their first 
meeting and that attraction grew 
stronger with time as is clear 
from the passionate letters they 
wrote to each other.  He signed 
himself as Sylvander and she 
as Clarinda in an effort to keep 
their relationship secret.  Despite 
suggestions that the relationship 
was a physical one, given 
Nancy’s Calvinist upbringing and 
the social division between them 
it was almost certainly platonic.  
Nancy attempted a reconciliation 
with her husband in 1791 and, 
before she left for Jamaica, 
Burns wrote the poem “Ae Fond 
Kiss” as a farewell gift and a 
heartfelt expression of the depth 
of his feelings for her.  Many 
critics consider it one of his best. 

In 1788, despite his triumph in 
Edinburgh, he returned to the 
west, married an earlier love, 
Jean Armour, and settled on a 
farm in Dumfriesshire.  He was 
no more successful as a farmer 
this time than he had been 
previously, which led him to train 
as an exciseman and in 1791 
the family moved to Dumfries.  
He continued to write lyrics 
and collect folksongs for James 
Johnson and George Thomson 
and it was at this time that he 
wrote “Tam O’ Shanter”, perhaps 
his best-known narrative poem.  
Prospects for the family seemed 
to be improving, but Burns did 
not live to see them come to 
fruition.  He alienated some 
of his friends after expressing 
sympathy for the aims of the 
French Revolution. Such a 
republican political view could 
not have gone down well with 

his bosses at Customs and Excise either, nor would his socialist 
thinking as expressed in “A Man’s A Man for A’ That”, written in 1795.  
At around this time also his physical and mental health seem to have 
deteriorated.  This led to his death in 1796.

Robert Burns left a literary legacy to Scotland and the wider world in 
his poems and songs.  This is recognized annually on January 25 at 
the Burns’ Suppers held to celebrate his birth.  An important part of 
the supper is the toast to the “Immortal Memory “, which commonly 
follows a brief presentation on some aspect of the poet’s life.  The 
title of the toast also implies that the memory of Burns and his work 
will never be forgotten.  The hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Burns 
Clubs around the world and the Robert Burns World Federation work 
to make sure that he will continue to be remembered.  Bill Nolan’s 
home club, the Irvine Burns’ Club, was established in 1826, with 
several friends and acquaintances of Burns among the founding 
members.  It is not just a place where the members gather once a 
year to celebrate the bard’s birth.  Members have monthly meetings 
and the club is an active contributor to the community with Burns 
competitions, visits by school pupils, musical entertainment, and 
regular opening times for visitors.  The club has an excellent 
collection of Burns’ artefacts, including a Kilmarnock Edition and an 
Edinburgh Edition of his Poems.  In its museum it also has the only 
surviving manuscripts of the Kilmarnock Edition, being six poems 
sent to John Wilson, the printer of the Edition, and among the 2,000 
volumes in the Club’s library there is a five-volume set of Original 
Scottish Airs collected by George Thomson. 

It is clear from Burns’ poetry and song that he had a sharp eye for 
what was going on around him, be it in nature, in society, in politics 
or in religion.  This makes his record of the life and times, the 
people and culture of Scotland in the latter half of the 18th century, 
a significant contribution to social history.  This observation is not 
really new.  By 1881, John Stuart Blackie, a renowned classical 
scholar and sometime Professor of Greek at Edinburgh University 
had already recognised this, but he also expressed concern about 
Burns’ legacy, writing “When Scotland forgets Robert Burns, then 
history will forget Scotland”.   Given the enthusiasm of individuals 
like Bill Nolan for Burns and his works, his memory would seem to be 
in safe hands and he will not be forgotten.   

EDUCT’s AGM 2019

by Simon Miles

EDUCT’s AGM provided the opportunity to review plans for the 
coming year.  We have nailed down the dates for a few of our annual 
events, notably our Burns Night on Thursday 23 January, and our 
Annual Dinner on Friday 3 April.  Some others were finalized in the 
days following (see list of upcoming events on pages 1 and 2 for 
more details).   The plan for a Pickleball competition we regret did 
not catch fire: we are clearly not ageing at a fast pace!  Next year’s 
AGM will be held in conjunction with a Doors Open Toronto event on 
the weekend of 30-31 May.  The Board remains the same except for 
the departure of Henri-Lee Stalk, which is covered in the next article.
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EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update

by Simon Miles

The EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund has continued to enjoy 
modest growth of its endowed capital.  We are pleased to report 
that, as of the end of April 2019, the total investment in the Fund 
stood at £177,744.

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions.

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Continuing Progress

by Simon Miles

The EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund supports both doctoral 
research and the J. Wreford Watson Lecture.  The most recent 
Lecture, held on 29 November 2018, was organized by Dr. Fraser 
MacDonald of the Institute for Geography.  Dr. MacDonald has kindly 
provided us with a summary write-up of the Lecture in the next 
article.

As we go to press we have learned that two students this year will 
benefit from financial support offered by the EGCF.  Their work will 
be reported in the September issue. 

We have also learned that Professor Charlie Withers, who has acted 
as the academic liaison for the University in its discussions with 
EDUCT on matters relating to the Fund, will be retiring from his full-
time academic commitments to the University as of 31 July 2019.  
However, fortunately, he will be remaining as Professor Emeritus and 
continuing his role as Geographer Royal for Scotland.  Arrangements 
are being made with Professor Simon Kelley, Head of the School of 
Geosciences, for a replacement ‘point person’ to be identified.  In 
addition, a replacement is also being found for Ms. Katy Cameron, 
who has managed the finances and advertising of the Fund. 

EDUCT would like to take this opportunity to thank Professor Withers 
for the continuing commitment he has demonstrated since the 
launch of the Fund in ensuring that the Wreford Watson Lectures 
are held every other year, that the postgraduate student support 
is advertised, and that we in Canada are kept informed of these 
and other developments at the Institute of Geography.  We would 

EDUCT Loses Henri-Lee Stalk 
to the Big Apple

by Simon Miles

Henri-Lee Stalk, who had 
joined the Board of EDUCT last 
year, got some fantastic news 
in December.  She had been 
accepted as a consultant on the 
staff of the prestigious Boston 
Consulting Group in the New 
York City office.  It was very sad 
news for us.  Even the challenge 
of running EDUCT seemingly 
could not match the prospect 
of joining BCG.  However, she 
promises to remain a member 
and will be our point person in 
NYC.  We hope that this move 
will enable Henri-Lee and her 
husband, Konrad Trapler, to save 
up enough money to return to 
Toronto to buy a house soon.

EDUCT wishes them both a 
wonderful time in the big city.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have 
just returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to 
share with your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from 
you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the 
EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

Henri-Lee Stalk and Konrad 
Trapler exit for the Big Apple

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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also like to thank Katy for her 
contributions and to wish her 
well in her new role in the School 
of Mathematics.

On the investment front there is 
news of continuing progress: in 
this reporting period the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund has 
enjoyed an increase in value of 
the endowed capital.  We are 
pleased to report that, as of 
the end of April 2019, the total 
investment in the Fund stood at 
£86,534. 

All interested are reminded 
that the Fund remains open 
for further contributions.  Any 
assistance you can give to help 
us get to the next milestone 
of £90,000 would be much 
appreciated by all in Edinburgh. 

The 2018 Wreford Watson Lecture By Felicity Callard

by Fraser MacDonald

Editor’s Note: EDUCT wishes to thank Dr. Fraser MacDonald, who 
organized the 2018 Wreford Watson Lecture and provided the 
following summary of the lecture.

As reported in the last EDUCT newsletter, Professor Felicity Callard, 
of Birbeck College, University of London, delivered the recent 
Wreford Watson Lecture, speaking to the title: 2018: The Year That 
Shook Universities. 

The context for the 
lecture was that 2018 
saw the longest strike 
in the history of British 
higher education.  
Thirty years after 
the abolition of student 
grants, and having 
seen an increasing 
marketisation of the 
university sector, the 
unrest of February 
and March 2018 was 
finally catalysed by the 
proposal of severe cuts 
to staff pensions in the 
pre-1992 universities. 

As Professor Callard 
pointed out, these 
changes were merely 
the latest in a much 
more extensive array 
of issues facing British higher education, including: an extensive 
reliance on casualized, and increasingly precarious, labour; the 
financialization of universities that has resulted in a debt burden 
from capital projects and the consequent desire to curtail pensions 
liabilities; the punitive use of metrics to adjudicate the value of 
research, teaching, and undertaking a degree; the proletarianization 
of university staff as a whole; the inequalities to be found in both the 
academic and student body which are underpinned by systematic 
racism and sexism (we learned, for instance, that it is only in 2018 
that Britain finally appointed its first female black professor of 
history, Professor Olivette Otele).

In this context, Professor Callard explored the temporal and spatial 
scales which we need to understand in coming to grips with what 
is happening in universities today. She focused on how the strike 
provoked different ways of describing, imagining, and intervening in 
the university.  How, she asked, do we best discern and make visible 
which actors and paradigms hold power?  How does such power 
become embedded?  And how, as academics, can we change things? 

Secondly, she focused on the distinctive ways in which people have 
collaborated and collectively conducted research this year, quite 
differently from the usual ways of working driven by competitive 
imperatives for institutions.

Promoting Your Event
If you are organizing an event 
or participating in an activity 
that would be of interest to 
fellow alumni in the GTA, 
please get in touch with our 
Communications Officer, 
Brittany Howlett
britthowlett@hotmail.com

You may also join us on 
LinkedIn or Facebook to submit 
your information directly to 
participating members through 
these networks.

Professor Felicity Callard: photo courtesy 
Birbeck College 

mailto:britthowlett@hotmail.com
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Thirdly, and most pertinently 
for us, she reflected on what 
geography has to do with all 
of this.  By geography, she 
meant the spatial forms that 
these interventions in and 
beyond the university have 
taken, the ways in which new 
ways of choreographing things 
– arranging things – offer new 
epistemological and political 
possibilities, and the challenges 
for the discipline of geography 
that the events of 2018 have 
presented.

The talk was well attended 
and very well received and 
prompted a lively discussion 
afterwards, in part because 
the changes Professor Callard 
described are ones which look 
set to continue to influence 
geographical teaching and 
research in the years to come.

British Council Explores Ideas 
for Enhancing Canada – UK 
Economic, Social and Cultural 
Links Post Brexit

by Simon Miles

On 26 March the British Council 
hosted a working lunch for about 
60 people at which it sought 
input on ways of enhancing 
interactions between the UK 
and Canada in a post-Brexit 
world. Invitations had been 
extended through the Toronto-
based alumni organizations of 
UK Universities as well as to 
former Commonwealth Scholars 
based in the GTA.  EDUCT’s 
Board had been invited to send 
some participants and Alan 
Pearson, Victoria Crewe-Nelson 
and Simon Miles were able to 
attend and Kevin James, another 
EDUCT member and former 
Commonwealth Scholar, was also 
present.

While clearly motivated by the 
immediate need to compensate 
for the possible Brexit-related 
decline in trade with Europe, 
the Council, which is the United 

Kingdom’s international organization for cultural relations and 
educational opportunities, was very open to all sorts of ideas.  

The group was randomly divided into ten tables and each table was 
asked to respond to five requests.  They were: 

1: Identify common priority areas that the UK and Canada can work 
on collectively.

2: Suggest how you would like to be more engaged with the British 
Council’s work in Society, Education and Arts. 

3: Recommend tools to create and sustain alumni relationships 
within Toronto, Canada, the UK.

4: Share examples (whether learned of first or second-hand) of 
successes in creating UK-Canada connections.

5: Discuss any first-hand insights into current/potential Canada-
UK collaboration across sports, cultural, academic, and trade links.  
Note what is or was working or not.

There was an amazing array of ideas that were tabled.  One 
cannot do justice to them here.  However, it bears noting that 
since the participants were largely alumni of UK universities it is 
not surprising that a good number of suggestions were aimed at 
improving the exchange of students between the two countries and 
enhancing opportunities for collaboration on research.  There were 
also ideas as to the big public policy issues, such as climate change, 
that could be the subject of such collaboration. 

EDUCT members will be touched that one example given of a 
positive contribution in creating UK-Canada connections was EDUCT 
and its active programme.  Your Editor swears that this was none of 
his doing!

If you are interested in the outcome of this brainstorming, you are 
encouraged to contact Ms. Odette Valero Gomez, the main organizer 
of the session, who is based here in Toronto.  She is reachable at:

Odette.Valero@britishcouncil.org

Charlie Jeffery’s Promotion: Edinburgh’s Loss, York’s Gain

by Simon Miles

EDUCT members who were fortunate enough to have heard 
Professor Charlie Jeffery talk to us about Brexit at our Annual 
Dinner will be very sad to learn that he is soon to be leaving our 
University.  Charlie has accepted the offer from the University of 
York, in England, to serve as its next President and Vice-Chancellor.  
He will take up his new post on 1 September 2019.  

This is a great loss for our University.  Charlie’s ability to convey 
complex issues with clarity and humour was demonstrated to us 
with his recent talk at our Dinner.  He had previously impressed 
us with his analysis of Scotland’s position on independence, when 
he had been part of a panel presentation during the University’s 
General Council meeting in Toronto in June 2014. 

mailto:Odette.Valero@britishcouncil.org
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He has brought similar qualities 
to bear in providing his clear-
sighted leadership to the 
strategic positioning of the 
University in its relations with 
the Edinburgh region, with the 
governments in Westminster and 
Holyrood, with the private sector, 
with the University’s many 
sources of ongoing institutional 
funding, and much more. 

Charlie joined the University in 
2004, when he was appointed 
to the Chair of Politics.  He 
had formerly been at the 
University of Leicester and, more 
immediately, at the University 
of Birmingham.  On arrival at 
Edinburgh he also became the 
Co-Director of the Institute of 
Governance.  He held that office 
until he became Head of the 
School of Social and Political 
Science in 2009.  In 2012 
he assumed the role of Vice-
Principal for Public Policy and in 
2014 he became Senior Vice-
Principal.

As Senior Vice-Principal Charlie’s 
remit is all-encompassing.  
One has to be prepared to 
stand in for the Principal at 
the drop of a hat and one is 
always looked to for input into, 
and often the making of, the 
toughest of decisions.  While 
much of his work is necessarily 
teamwork, there are some key 
achievements with which Charlie, 
in particular, is identified.  
Two examples illustrate his 
contributions on the local and 
international scenes.  Locally, 
Charlie has been driving 
interdisciplinary collaboration and 
positioning Edinburgh’s expertise 
in data science to underpin a 
regional economic vision, known 
as the Edinburgh City Deal.  This 
involves an investment by central 
government, local authorities, 
universities and the private 
sector of £1.3 billion, with £237 
million of government funding 
being invested in Edinburgh’s 
Data Science programme.  
And internationally, Charlie 
has been associated with the 

negotiations with Chinese authorities to establish, at Shanghai 
Jiao Tong University, a joint Low Carbon College, that takes 
advantage of  Edinburgh’s research expertise in low carbon research 
and management.  Getting the latest knowledge on low carbon 
production, consumption and lifestyles to be adopted by the most 
populous country on Earth, for the benefit of all of humankind, is the 
longer-term objective here.

EDUCT wishes Charlie the very best for his time at York.

Senior Vice-Principal Professor Charlie Jeffery

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto. “Educt” is a word which means, in the language 
of chemists: “A body separated by decomposition from another.” 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail.
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believe their luck with the weather: it was fabulously non-Irish for 
the entire week before the wedding and on the wedding day.  16 
degrees and sunny in the middle of March in Ireland is definitely not 
typical.  

The wedding ceremony, on Sunday, 31 March, was held in the old 
mill house hall and the reception was in the old manor house.  About 
60 Canadians flew over, friends came in from the US, and, yes, 
there was a strong Edinburgh contingent, some of whom are still 
living in Edinburgh, some from other parts of the UK, and a former 
classmate living in Norway.  Marko and Cliona were truly moved to 
see so many people made the long journey to celebrate with them.  
The combination of Irish friends and family, Canadian friends and 

Marko Cirovic and Cliona Fox 
Marry in Ireland

by Simon Miles

Marko Cirovic pursued an M.Sc. 
in Ecological Economics when 
he was at Edinburgh University 
in 2011-2012.  On returning to 
Canada he decided that he and 
his younger brother, Dan, should 
conduct some fieldwork to put 
his understanding of ecological 
economics to the test.  Thinking 
of jungles, they set off for Latin 
America and headed for Brazil.  
There, Marko encountered 
an Irish lass named Cliona.  
Ecological economics seemed to 
be proving its worth.  They went 
their separate ways but, as every 
ecologist knows, life repeats 
itself.  In Bolivia, quite by chance 
according to the economists, the 
two ran into each other again.  
Marko has yet to come across 
the Nobel prizewinner who can 
explain this phenomenon.  Cliona 
puts it down to four-leafed 
clovers: believe in them!  

On his return to Canada and a 
serious job as a Senior Analyst in 
electricity resource development 
at the Independent Electricity 
System Operator (IESO), Marko 
came to the realization that, 
while he was doing his bit by 
keeping all of us warm, he 
needed someone to keep him 
warm.  Yes, Cliona came to 
Canada and the rest is history.

They planned their wedding to be 
an incredible experience and it 
lived up to all their expectations.  
They settled on The Millhouse, 
in Slane, in County Meath, in 
Ireland.  They took a few days 
ahead of the wedding to visit 
with some family and friends, 
before taking off to the west 
of Ireland with three Canadian 
friends who had flown over 
for the wedding.  More friends 
welcomed them in Galway before 
they headed down to Lahinch to 
see the stunning Cliffs of Moher.  
There, while having to resort to 
wetsuits, they actually got some 
surfing done.  They could not 

The Big Day: Marko and Cliona at The Millhouse
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family and a strong international 
contingent led to a lot of dancing 
and a celebration late into the 
night and the following morning.  

Marko and Cliona are delighted 
to report that they are almost 
fully recovered.  

EDUCT wishes them the very 
best for their life together. 

Geoffrey Hinton Honoured 
with A. M. Turing Award

by Simon Miles

In our January newsletter we 
carried the good news that 
Geoffrey Hinton, who received 
his Ph.D. in Artificial Intelligence 
from the University of Edinburgh 
in 1978, had been appointed 
a Companion of the Order 
of Canada “for his seminal 
contributions to the advancement 
of artificial intelligence as a 
computer scientist and specialist 
in cognitive psychology”. 

On 15 June, at a dinner in San 
Francisco, Dr. Hinton will again 
be recognized for his work by 
being named as one of three 
joint recipients of the 2018 A. 
M. Turing Award.  This is also 
known, informally, as the Nobel 
Prize of computing.  The award 
is made by The Association for 
Computing Machinery.  Google 
generously provides the $1 
million prize money.  The award 
is named for Alan M. Turing, 
the British mathematician who 
articulated the mathematical 
foundation and limits of 
computing.

Dr. Hinton’s two fellow recipients 
are his longtime friends and 
colleagues, Dr. Yann LeCun, 
of Facebook and New York 
University, and Yoshua Bengio, of 
Université de Montréal.

In announcing the award, The 
Association for Computing 
Machinery lauded the three 
for making “conceptual and 

engineering 
breakthroughs” in 
deep neural networks 
– an area of AI 
inquiry that was once 
deemed fanciful, but 
is now considered 
transformational 
and is touching the 
lives of billions of 
people.  It was the 
commitment of Dr. 
Hinton to continue 
his initial research 
in this field that led 
to his becoming 
regarded by many as 
the godfather of deep 
learning.  However, 
he readily recognizes 
the absolute 
necessity of having 
collaborators, such 
as LeCun and Bengio, 
with whom one can 
share ideas and who understand the challenges as he sees them.  As 
Dr. Hinton observed on learning of the award: ““It’s very nice that 
the group of us have been recognized as having a big impact. It’s 
sort of an acceptance by the computer science community that this 
stuff isn’t crazy”.

More information about the award and the work of the three 
recipients can be found at https://awards.acm.org/about/2018-
turing

Until recently, Dr. Hinton was dividing his time primarily between 
the University of Toronto and Google in California.  He was then 
enticed to spend more time in Toronto and help put together the 
Vector Institute, where he now serves as the Institute’s Chief 
Scientific Advisor.  He is also an advisor to the Canadian Institute for 
Advanced Research (CIFAR).  EDUCT was fortunate to have had Dr. 
Hinton provide us with insights into his work when he talked to us, 
in 2008, on “how the brain builds models of the world”. 

EDUCT congratulates Dr. Hinton on this latest recognition of his 
contributions to science and society wishes him the very best for 
the ongoing success of his new venture at the Vector Institute.  The 
Institute’s vision is to drive excellence and leadership in Canada’s 
knowledge, creation, and use of artificial intelligence to foster 
economic growth and improve the lives of Canadians.  For more 
information on the Institute, go to https://vectorinstitute.ai/

Geoffrey Hinton

https://awards.acm.org/about/2018-turing
https://awards.acm.org/about/2018-turing
https://vectorinstitute.ai/
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Famous Alumni

Robert Louis Stevenson: “And 
here afar/Intent on my own 
race and place I wrote”

by Willadean Leo

“In anything fit to be called 
by the name of reading, the 
process should be absorbing 
and voluptuous; we should gloat 
over a book, be rapt clean out 
of ourselves, and raise from the 
perusal, our mind filled with the 
busiest, kaleidoscopic dance of 
images, incapable of sleep or of 
continuous thought.” – Robert 
Louis Stevenson, “A Gossip on 
Romance”  

Born in Edinburgh in 1850, 
Robert Louis Stevenson (known 
as Louis, pronounced and 
originally spelled Lewis, to family 
and friends) travelled widely 
in Europe, North America, and 
beyond, and died in Samoa, 
thousands of miles from his 
native city.  Yet, except in the 
flesh, he never really left it.  
Near the end of his life, he wrote 
to his friend Charles Baxter, “O 
for ten Edinburgh minutes, six 
pence between us, and the ever 
glorious Lothian Road, or dear, 
mysterious Leith Walk!” 

The only child of a distinguished 
and well-to-do family, Louis 
was raised with nothing to wish 
for but good health.  Painfully 
subject to colds, coughs, 
fevers, and pulmonary illnesses, 
infections, and haemorrhages, 
he received a somewhat erratic 
early education because sickness 
prevented regular school 
attendance.  The deficiencies 
of formal instruction were 
compensated for by his extensive 
reading and the tales told by 
his devoted nurse, Cummy.  His 
vivid imagination was evident as 
early as the winter of 1856–57.  
His cousin Bob stayed with the 
family, and years later Stevenson 
described their delight in their 
“countries” of Nosingtonia and 
Encyclopaedia, of which they 
told stories, drew maps, painted 

pictures, and cut out figures for cardboard theatres. 

Not all his imaginative creations were benign.  Cummy instilled in 
her charge “an extreme terror of Hell,” and his nights, asleep and 
dreaming or awake and listening to the wind “going about the town 
like a bedlamite,” 
were often made 
hideous by fear.  
His anxieties were 
reinforced by his 
father’s fervent 
Calvinism, which 
would become a 
source of tension 
and vehement 
disagreement 
between Louis and 
his parents.

Religion was not 
the only cause of 
contention.  Thomas 
Stevenson, an 
engineer and the 
son of an engineer, 
expected his son 
to pursue the 
same career.  Thus 
Louis enrolled in 
engineering courses 
at the University 
of Edinburgh.  But 
he had shown 
precocious ambition 
by writing “The Life of Moses” at the age of six in answer to a 
challenge from an uncle, and he was interested in no career save 
that of author.  Lacking the confidence to explain his real objective, 
he told his father he would agree to switch to law.  At best, he was 
an indifferent student, but he was an ardent disciple in literature, 
famously describing himself as “a sedulous ape” of writers such as 
Hazlitt, Lamb, Wordsworth, Browne, Defoe, and others.  During his 
time at the university, he also aped Bob’s bohemianism.  Although 
kept on a very short allowance, he missed no opportunity to explore 
the lower life of the Old Town, investigating taverns and brothels, 
walking alone along filthy streets, and venturing into closes infested 
with poverty and disease. 

During this period Louis, closely questioned by his father, answered 
that he did not believe many of Calvinism’s tenets.  Distressed and 
incensed, Thomas passionately asserted that his wayward son was 
“a horrible atheist” who had rendered his parent’s life “a failure,” 
while Maggie Stevenson succumbed to hysteria.  Theirs became 
a miserable household.  Eventually, the senior Stevensons were 
compelled to accept their son’s disbelief and his decision to devote 
his life to literature. 

From being a sedulous ape, Louis evolved into the writer RLS.  
Among his earliest works were essays on Whitman, Hugo, and 
Burns, which appeared in the collection Familiar Studies.  In 1873 he 
published “Ordered South” about a trip to France taken on medical 
advice (and for other reasons).  In that country, about four years 

Robert Louis Stevenson in 1885
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essays, short stories, and novels all appear in bibliographies 
covering his career, as do collections of letters and brief memoirs.  
Some of his works are among the finest writings of their kind in the 
English language.  A Child’s Garden of Verses enchants both children 
and adults with its descriptions of common experiences described 
with a delightful freshness.  The best-known of his novels, Treasure 
Island, has never been out of print.  “Dr Jekyll” and “Mr Hyde” are 
instantly recognized shorthand for “good” and “evil.” 

If Stevenson did not believe in a literal Heaven and Hell, he was 
far from denying that both could exist on earth.  Like many other 
Victorians, he was acutely conscious of the world’s dualities.  He 
explored them in his native city: the Old Town and the New Town, 
dark, crowded slums and bright, elegant, spacious houses, dire 

later, he entered a relationship 
with Fanny Osbourne, an 
American ten years his senior, 
separated from an unsatisfactory 
husband, and the mother of 
two living children who was 
studying art and attempting to 
win a livelihood in literature.  
Opinions on Fanny varied widely 
during Stevenson’s lifetime and 
after his death, and the debate 
continues.  When her husband 
threatened to cut off financial 
assistance if she did not return, 
she departed.  Just over a year 
later, in August 1879, after 
unhappy wavering on both sides 
and more tension between Louis 
and his parents, he left to follow 
her to California.  He endured 
a dreadful crossing of sea and 
land that was made worse by his 
poor health and scanty funds.  A 
period of confusion and difficulty 
culminated in his marriage with 
Fanny in May 1880.

The couple began a peripatetic 
existence with Fanny’s son Lloyd, 
daughter Belle, and son-in-
law Joe Strong in tow, moving 
through Scotland, Switzerland, 
France, and England.  After 
Thomas’s death in 1887, an 
event which markedly bettered 
their financial situation, they, 
with the widowed Maggie 
Stevenson, journeyed back 
to the United States and then 
embarked on a voyage in the 
Pacific.  They arrived at Samoa in 
December 1889.  Stevenson had 
exactly five years left to live. 

This very abbreviated account 
covers a wide spectrum of 
human experience: ill health, 
familial discord, experiments in 
self-discovery, precarious but 
improving finances, love affairs, 
marriage, and restless travel 
in search of – well, in search of 
what?  A warm climate, financial 
success, familial happiness, a 
fulfilling artistic life, and the 
nourishment of a wide-ranging 
curiosity can all be found on the 
list, and speculation offers many 
other possibilities.  Throughout 
everything, he wrote.  Poems, 

Alexander Stoddart’s Kidnapped statue at Corstorphine, Edinburgh, 
depicting Alan Breck Stewart and David Balfour at their final parting 
on Corstorphine Hill (unveiled 2004).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corstorphine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corstorphine_Hill
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and counsels and is happy to assist others in their love affairs while 
remaining independent); in Weir of Hermiston, the two Kirsties 
(clear-headed, canny age and eager, naïve youth, both loving, in 
different ways, the same man). 

The last word on Edinburgh, and on books, is Stevenson’s 
(Edinburgh: Picturesque Notes): “There is no Edinburgh emigrant, 
far or near, from China to Peru, but he or she carries some lively 
pictures of the mind, some sunset behind the Castle cliffs, some 
snow scene, some maze of city lamps, indelible in the memory and 
delightful to study in the intervals of toil.  For any such, if this book 
fall in their way, here are a few more home pictures.  It would be 
pleasant, if they should recognize a house where they had dwelt, or 
a walk that they had taken.”  

***

The Writers’ Museum in Lady Stair’s House on the Lawnmarket has 
published Robert Louis Stevenson’s Edinburgh, a small book that 
traces the author’s life in the city and includes illustrations and a 
map. 

EDUCT Friend John Stager Dies

by Simon Miles

John Stager was a Friend of EDUCT who had been a generous 
donor to the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  John was born in 
Preston, Ontario, in 
1928, the eldest of 
four children.  His 
childhood camping 
trips gave him his 
love of the outdoors.  
Geography was an 
obvious discipline in 
which to pursue his 
academic studies: 
his B.A. (Hons.) was 
taken at McMaster 
and his Ph.D. at 
Edinburgh.  At 
Edinburgh, his thesis 
supervisor was the 
eminent Canadian, 
Professor J. Wreford 
Watson.  It was 
hardly surprising, 
therefore, that when 
we launched the 
EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund, 
in part to support 
a biennial lecture 
honouring Professor 
Watson, that John 
stepped up to help.  

poverty and envy-spurring 
wealth. He hated Edinburgh’s 
cold and damp (“one of the vilest 
climates under heaven”) and was 
convinced of the wretched effects 
on inhabitants.  Yet there were 
those who “support the winter 
in virtue of a brave and merry 
heart.  One shivering evening…a 
brace of barefoot lassies were 
seen coming eastward in the 
teeth of the wind.  If the one 
was as much as nine, the other 
was certainly not more than 
seven.  They were miserably 
clad; and the pavement was so 
cold you would have thought no 
one could lay a naked foot on it 
unflinching.  Yet they came along 
waltzing, if you please, while the 
elder sang a tune to give them 
music.  The person who saw 
this, and whose heart was full of 
bitterness…, pocketed a reproof 
which has been of use to him 
ever since….”  He was well aware 
of conflicts in his own nature: in 
“morbid melancholy” moods he 
haunted graveyards, especially 
Greyfriars (“If you are in a fit of 
the blues, go nowhere else”), 
yet both friends and strangers 
were enchanted by his charm, 
vitality, eagerness, and brilliant 
conversation.  

Most memorably, Stevenson 
portrayed mortal duality in his 
literary works.  A few examples 
taken from a long list include: in 
The Master of Ballantrae, James 
and his brother Henry (evil and 
good, and Stevenson offers an 
extremely nuanced depiction 
of what those words mean); in 
Kidnapped, David Balfour and 
Alan Breck (the solid, cautious 
Lowlander and the reckless, 
dashing Highlander); in Treasure 
Island, Alexander Smollett and 
Long John Silver (the phlegmatic 
ship’s captain appointed by 
official authority and the vivid, 
charismatic pirate who takes 
command solely on the strength 
of his character); in Catriona, 
Catriona Drummond and Barbara 
Grant (the proud, ardent girl who 
falls passionately in love and the 
lively, amused girl who observes John Stager

Obituaries
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His thesis was an historical 
geographer’s study of the 
Mackenzie River Valley from 
1750 to 1850.  The main findings 
were published as chapters in 
various books and he quickly 
established a reputation as an 
authority on Canada’s north.  
He joined the Department of 
Geography at UBC in 1957 where 
his initial focus was on human 
interaction with the geography of 
the Arctic.

John remained at UBC for his 
entire academic career. He was 
known as an excellent teacher, 
being responsible for UBC’s 
Introductory Physical Geography 
course for many years, and 
a consummate administrator, 
serving at various times as 
Assistant Dean of Graduate 
Studies, and Associate Dean of 
Arts.  One of the roles he loved 
was Director of Ceremonies.  He 
also served on the University’s 
Senate for 18 years.  Not 
surprisingly, he was honoured 
with the President’s Service 
Award of Excellence.

John was also heavily involved 
with many institutions outside of 
UBC, but again with ties to the 
Arctic. He was a Fellow of the 
Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society and of the Arctic 
Institute of North America.  He is 
recognized for his contributions 
to the evolution of structures 
governing Northern research 
in Canada and was active on 
many national committees which 
funded Northern Research.  
He was Founding President of 
the Association of Canadian 
Universities for Northern Studies 
(ACUNS) in 1977, which remains 
active today as a coordinating 
and lobby group for northern 
scholarship and issues at 
academic institutions across the 
country.  He was Chair of the 
Advisory Committee on Northern 
Research for the Federal 
Government’s Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs for 
over a decade.  He also served 
on the Board of Directors of the 

Canadian Polar Commission.  In 1992, John was elected a Fellow of 
the Arctic Institute of North America.

His writings on the Arctic are recognized by his academic colleagues 
as particularly valuable given his ability to synthesize disparate 
pieces of information and his elegant writing style.  His short 
book, Canada North: Journey to the High Arctic, co-authored with 
Harry Swain, is notable for its 66 page “Introduction to the Region”, 
in which all the key elements of the challenges still facing Canada’s 
North are expertly summarized.

I was introduced to John through Professor Len Evenden, now 
Professor Emeritus at Simon Fraser University, who was very active 
in tracking down Edinburgh geography graduates when EDUCT was 
initiating its EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  I would chat with 
John from time to time and always found him full of energy and 
witty.  He was delighted when he learned that EDUCT was finding 
a way of honouring both the Centenary of the Department at 
Edinburgh and his former professor, J. Wreford Watson.  

John died, in Vancouver, on 10 October 2018.  EDUCT has lost a 
good Friend.  He will be much missed.

Welcome To Our New Members

by Simon Miles

Siddhant Shah

Siddhant Shah is a 
Financial Analyst with 
Canada Bread.  The 
company is one of 
the largest bakers in 
Canada and owns a 
number of specialty 
brands, such as 
Stonemill Bakery, 
and Dempsters.  
Siddhant started 
with the company 
in February this 
year.  He enjoys the 
work, that involves 
him assessing the 
financial aspects 
of such strategic 
activities as the 
acquisition of other 
companies and 
the shaping of the 
strategies for marketing and growth. 

How did he end up in this job?  

Siddhant was born in India and spent his early years in the City 
of Pune (also known as Poona), in Maharashtra State.  By his own 
admission, he was fond of his studies.  He did well, and moved 

Siddhant Shah
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to London; he preferred the size, the pace and the beauty of 
Edinburgh.  He also admits that he happened to be in Edinburgh in 
the three days of summer that year … amazingly there were three 
days of sunshine, people were out in the parks sunning themselves, 
and he was charmed by it all.  Of course, when it came time to 
looking at universities, he assessed the rankings of the University 
and the Business School.  But those three days of sunshine had had 
a powerful effect.  He applied, was accepted and set off. 

At Edinburgh, Siddhant pursued his M.Sc. in Finance and 
Investment.  The University lived up to his expectations.  He loved 
the multicultural make up of the student body and the opportunities 
it offered to get to appreciate the distinct character of different 
cultures.  And given his earlier introduction to stand up comedy, 
he loved the richness of the Fringe Festival.  He was also an avid 
investor in RyanAir and EasyJet and got to know something of 
France, Spain, Norway and Sweden.  His dissertation was on 
quantifying investor sentiment and using this to predict share prices 
around the announcement of the US budget.  Yes, it was quite a 
challenge and very theoretical, so do not ask him how to make 
money out if this!   But once he had graduated in 2015, he quickly 
found a job with BDO LLP, the accountancy.  He started in Ipswich, in 
Suffolk, and after a year moved to the firm’s London office.  By 2018 
he had become a Chartered Member of the Chartered Institute for 
Securities and Investment (UK).

It was the uncertainty over Britain’s future, created by the Brexit 
decision, that led Siddhant to explore emigration.  Everything 
worked out well.  

EDUCT welcomes Siddhant, who wants to be known as Sid, and 
trusts that he will stay awhile. 

on to Symbiosis International 
University, in Pune.  The 
university has an excellent 
reputation for its Business 
School, which is one of the 
best in India.  However, what 
is missing from this part of the 
story is that for grades 8 to 
12 he was not in India but in 
various cities in the US.  His 
mother was a medical doctor and 
his father was an information 
technology consultant.  When 
Siddhant was finishing grade 
7, his father was offered a job 
consulting with Philip Morris, 
in Virginia.  The family moved 
there.  One year later, it was 
Columbus, Ohio.  And then 
Los Angeles.  His father’s 
clients were big companies 
wanting to take advantage of 
IT.  Although this itinerant life 
could have continued, his mother 
insisted it was her turn to be 
the professional again and the 
family moved back to Pune so 
that she could practise medicine 
again.   And that is how Siddhant 
happened to end up at Symbiosis 
International.

While at Symbiosis International 
University, Siddhant also held 
down a job with an events 
management company.  It 
specialized in musical festivals 
– the equivalent of that held 
in Glastonbury, England – and 
comedy shows.  The latter 
included shows for big names 
like Russell Peters and Jerry 
Seinfeld.  He came to love stand 
up comedy.  Siddhant confesses 
that he has no musical ear; but 
this meant that he was able to 
concentrate on the success of 
the event and his studies.  He 
graduated with his B.B.A. in 
2014. 

The Business School at the 
University of Edinburgh was 
the next stop.  Why Edinburgh?  
Siddhant had had the good 
fortune to be able to travel 
around the UK with his family 
in 2012.  He had a good feel 
for a number of cities, including 
Edinburgh.  He was not attracted 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish 
authors? How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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part of Hodder and Stoughton, itself part of the Hachette publishing 
group. 

In 2006, the 
National Library of 
Scotland acquired 
the John Murray 
Archives from 
1768 to 1920.  At 
the same time, 
David McClay 
was appointed 
as the inaugural 
senior curator, a 
post he held for a 
decade.  This gave 
David a thorough 
understanding 
of the archive 
and thus of the 
publishing house. 

David is fascinated 
by letters and what 
they tell us of the 
past.  There are 
literally hundreds 
of thousands of letters in the Murray Archive.  David has selected 
some of what he regards as the best of those for this anthology.  In 
selecting them David is relating several stories.  First, there is the 
history of the publishing house which, partly due to its longevity 
but also because of the quality of its publications, became such a 
household name worldwide.  Indeed, David underscores that fame 
with his story of the Canadian correspondent who, in 1932, simply 
addressed his letter to ‘John Murray, The World-wide famous Book & 
Publishing House, London, England’.  It arrived.

Secondly, there is the story of some of the most famous books 
written in English.  

And thirdly, there is the story of the friendships, and occasional 
animosities, that developed between the authors and their publisher, 
and with the individual editors, printers, illustrators and even the 
readers involved. 

A number of famous alumni of the University of Edinburgh feature 
in the book.  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was one of Murray’s authors.  
There is a letter from his son, Adrian, to Harold Nicolson, the 
famous diplomat, politician and writer, challenging him to a duel 
over Nicolson’s supposed insult of Sir Arthur in the press.  And 
Charles Darwin, whose famous book, On the Origins of Species, was 
published by Murray, has a letter addressing the negative reviews of 
that work.  Many other famous writers are featured in the book.  

It is well worth reading for its intriguing telling of the three stories.

David McClay Tells the Story 
of the Murray Publishing 
House Through its 
Correspondents 

by Simon Miles

David McClay, Dear Mr. 
Murray: Letters to a Gentleman 
Publisher, (London: Hodder & 
Stoughton, 2018), 320 pp., 
£16.99 hardback.  The book is 
also available in audio and as 
an e-book.
Although we have just enjoyed 
hearing from Professor Charlie 
Jeffery, on Brexit, at our 
recent Annual Dinner, we are 
already planning for our next 
Annual Dinner – on Friday, 3 
April 2020.  Our plan is that 
EDUCT members will be taken 
on a tour of the University of 
Edinburgh’s Collections.  Our 
speaker, and guide, will be 
David McClay, Philanthropy 
Manager, Library & University 
Collections.  Avid readers of 
EDUCT News will recall that in 
the September 2018 issue of 
this newsletter David whetted 
our appetite by kindly providing 
us with a summary introduction 
to Joseph Marshall’s Directory 
of Collections at the University 
of Edinburgh.  Then David 
came out with his own book: 
Dear Mr. Murray: Letters to 
a Gentleman Publisher.  We 
thought you should know about 
it before you meet David next 
April. 

First, some background on the 
firm.  In 2018 the publishing 
house John Murray celebrated 
the 250th anniversary of its 
founding, in Fleet Street, in 
1768.  Very impressively, it 
remained a family firm for 
seven generations.  Every 
member of the Murray family 
who headed the firm was 
named John Murray – from 
John Murray I to VII.  In 2002 
the company was sold to 
Hodder Headline and is now 

BOOKS
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Egypt, and thus shipbuilding suffered.  Timber had to be imported 
from Lebanon.  Thus Egypt never became a powerful maritime 
nation.

The most striking example of how geography has influenced nations 
is, in my opinion, Marshall’s analysis of the development of the most 
powerful global force today: the USA.  

In this chapter we are introduced to the land’s bountiful endowment 
of natural resources and are reminded of the value of the access to 
four oceans - the Atlantic, the Pacific, the Gulf of Mexico, and, with 
the later acquisition of Alaska, the Arctic.  The eastern shoreline 
has many natural harbours, fertile soil and short navigable rivers.  

Further west, within the Great Plains, lies the Mississippi basin with a 
network of navigable rivers flowing into the Gulf of Mexico.  Beyond 
the Rockies there is another coastal plain abutting the Pacific Ocean.  
This land is rich in fossil fuel resources.  Strategically, the country 
has always had the ability to be self-sufficient in energy.  Now we 
see that option being exercised and, indeed, the country becoming a 
net exporter of energy.

As a country, the USA became rich early in its history and had the 
good fortune to be able to double its territory by acquiring from the 
French a massive tract of fertile land for a sum of just $15 million.  
This was the famous Louisiana Purchase. There is also an interesting 
description of how the Americans managed to annex Texas and 
Florida.

We Are All Prisoners Of 
Geography

by Anna Voineskos, B.Arch. 
(1970)

Tim Marshall, Prisoners Of 
Geography: Ten maps that tell 
you everything you need to know 
about global politics, (London: 
Elliott & Thompson Ltd, 2016), 
320 pp., paperback, Cdn.$18.35.  
Reading Prisoners of Geography, 
by Tim Marshall, was for me a 
most enlightening introduction 
to today’s global geopolitical 
dynamics.  I am now convinced 
that there is no debate: all 
countries are prisoners of 
geography.

Marshall’s descriptions of the 
lands, terrain and current 
situations of so many countries 
gave me a better understanding 
of how geography influences the 
history of nations, their politics, 
and, hence, human destiny.

The author uses ten maps in ten 
chapters to tell us “everything 
we need to know about global 
politics”.  The ten chapters are 
devoted to Russia, China, USA, 
Western Europe, Africa, The 
Middle East, India and Pakistan, 
Korea and Japan, Latin America, 
and The Arctic.  In each chapter 
the subject geopolitical space 
is described not only in terms 
of the land and its attributes; 
Marshall also involves you in 
their history and politics and how 
these nations interact with other 
countries.

Some of the descriptions in the 
book are particularly appealing 
to me because they demonstrate 
his point with such simplicity and 
clarity.  An excellent example 
is that of ancient Egypt.  It was 
a powerful nation state at the 
time when most Europeans 
were living in mud huts.  Egypt 
was protected from attacks by 
deserts on three sides, but it had 
one problem.  Its Mediterranean 
coastline was vulnerable to 
attack.  There were no trees in 

Anna Voineskos seeking escape from geography
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In my opinion, the Author should have added one more factor 
that contributed so much to the strong development of USA: the 
immigrants.  From day one, people arriving on the coast of what 
became the USA were thirsty not only to survive but to progress and 
become wealthy.  They were determined to work extremely hard to 
achieve what they could not, back in their old country.

Another eye-opener was Marshall’s observation that the colonial 
powers, upon their arrival in the new lands, whether in Africa, South 
America or the Middle  East, proceeded to draw lines on their maps, 
thus dividing regions without knowledge of, or respect for, the local 
tribes, their traditions and customs.  The colonizers created artificial 
borders that led to weak, divided states and consequent internal 
conflicts.  Thus Marshall attributes the conflict in Iraq and Syria to 
colonial powers that ignored the rules of geography.  And he sees a 
similar situation occurring in the Muslim-dominated Sahel region of 
Africa.

In his conclusion Marshall states “ Geography has always been a 
prison of sorts, one that defines what a nation is or can be, and one 
from which our world leaders have often struggled to break free”.  
He cites Russia as the clearest example of this fate.

In each of the ten maps and chapters the author demonstrates 
clearly how the land shapes our lives, our wars, our politics and 
our social development.  His cogent and convincing analysis of 
interacting phenomena stems from his superior understanding of 
so many things.  He has developed this understanding because, as 
Sir John Scarlett, the Chief of the Secret Intelligence Service (M16), 
points out in the Foreword,  “Tim Marshall is unusually well qualified, 
personally and professionally, to contribute to this debate.  He has 
participated directly in many of the most dramatic developments of 
the past twenty-five years”.  

It is an understanding worth taking advantage of; I encourage you 
to read this book!

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s accounts, as of 30 April 2019, 
show a balance of $13,386.71.

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us. 

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 

Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 31 May 2019, we 
have 153 members, most of whom 
are in the Toronto area. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for graphic 
design and layout
www.alexsayers.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due in 
January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed for 
this year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 
marked “membership”, to our 
Treasurer, John Krijgsman, at: 11 
Crossburn Drive, Toronto, ON M3B 
2Z3. Or pay by INTERAC e-transfer, 
via educt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Chris Valley Ban, President,
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Brittany Howlett, Vice-President
and Communications Director,
(M.Sc. 2012), 519.317.9048
britthowlett@hotmail.com

John Krijgsman, Treasurer 
and Membership Secretary, 
(M.A. Hons 1971), 416.444.4719
jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Immediate 
Past President, (LL.B. 1999), 
416.750.4424 vcn117@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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