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Issue 49 January 2019

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

A new year is a new beginning 
for EDUCT.  It is a time to meet 
old friends and make new 
ones.  We always begin with 
our Burns Nightcap where we 
are entertained and enriched 
by our many talented alumni 
and friends.  Over haggis we 
trade stories and anecdotes and 
share laughs.  It never ceases 
to amaze me what a fascinating 
group we are.  We have led 
interesting professional and 
personal lives and, often, have a 
hobby or interest that sparks a 
conversation too. 

Future highlights this year 
include our much anticipated 
Annual Dinner, with our speaker 
being Professor Charlie Jeffery, 
Senior Vice-Principal, University 
of Edinburgh, who will address 
identity politics in the UK: 
Brexit and Post-Brexit, which is 
a subject no doubt that keeps 
many of us awake at night. See 
page 7 for some context for his 
talk.  And then we have what 
promises to be a fascinating talk, 
Robert Burns: Is his Memory still 
Immortal?  It will be delivered by 
the current President of the World 
Burns Federation, Bill Nolan, an 
alumnus visiting from Scotland.

Finally, as ever, and especially 
in now, I do encourage you to 
renew your membership for 
2019.  We cannot operate without 
your financial support.  Please 
see page 25 for details. 

Chris Valley Ban 
chrisban@bell.net

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   

When:   Wednesday, 6 March, 2019, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

Where: Bayview Glen School, 85 Moatfield Drive, Toronto.

Details: The University is the organizer of this information session 
for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will 
provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  
All EDUCT members are welcome to attend to help answer questions 
from students and their parents during the reception. 

Info:   Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  
416-598-5856  

EDUCT Annual Dinner
When:  Friday, 29 March 2019, 6:30 pm. 
Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 
Toronto.

Details: Professor Charlie Jeffery, Senior Vice-Principal, University 
of Edinburgh, will be our after-dinner speaker.  Charlie’s theme will 
be Identity Politics in the UK: Brexit and Post-Brexit. 

Cost:   $90 for members and guests; $95 for non-member alumni 
and guests. 

Info:   Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

“Robert Burns: Is his Memory still Immortal?”
When: Monday, 6 May, 2019, 6:30 pm.

Where: The Friends House (Quakers), 60 Lowther Ave, Toronto, 
M5R 1C7 (2 blocks north from St. George subway on Bedford).

Details: Our speaker is Bill Nolan, an Edinburgh graduate (M.A. 
Hons, 1965) who is the current President of the Robert Burns 
World Federation. The Federation brings together over 250 clubs 
worldwide.  They will be meeting in Niagara Falls, from May 3 to 5, 
at their Annual Conference, to debate the latest research and opinion 
on the famous bard.  Bill, who resides in Irvine, in Burns country, is 
recognized as a world authority on Burns.  He has kindly offered to 
provide us with his insights on these new developments. 

Cost:  $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-member 
alumni and guests.

Info:   Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Annual General Meeting 
When:   Sunday 26 May 2019 at 1:00 pm.

Where: Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details: There is no charge for the AGM. 

Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

EDUCT PickleBall Championship
When:   Sunday 26 May 2019 at 2:00 pm.

Where:  Proceed to Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use 
entrance on Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  

Details:  The Pickleball will be in the courtyard following the 
AGM. Lemonade and cake served to non-players too.  Bring tennis 
shoes.  For info on the game go to: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WLWj2LXecHU

Cost:  $15.00. 

Info:  Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees for 2019 are due in January.  

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 25 for details.

We now take INTERAC e-transfers.

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? 
 

Please pass this newsletter on 
to anyone who might be interested

mailto:chrisban@bell.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWj2LXecHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWj2LXecHU
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
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EDUCT Escapes from Casa Loma

by Brittany Howlett

On 21 October, EDUCT headed to Casa Loma to try out one of 
its famous escape rooms.  Set in prohibition-era Toronto, this 
game (entitled King of the Bootleggers) featured real actors and 
an immersive game experience with multiple rooms and plenty 
of puzzles.  It was a very fun Sunday afternoon activity with an 
enjoyable teamwork component!

Kevin James on Foreigners, Spy Fever and Hotels in World 
War One 
by Chris Valley Ban      

On 13 November 2018, Professor Kevin James, of the University 
of Guelph, spoke to EDUCT 
at the Quaker-run Friends 
House, on Lowther Avenue, 
on “Foreigners, Spy Fever 
and Hotels in World War 
One”.  Kevin specializes 
in travel, tourism and the 
history of the modern 
hospitality sector.  He is a 
long-standing member of 
EDUCT with a Ph.D. in history 
from our University.  

As Kevin’s choice of title 
suggests, he has a way of 
making history exciting and 

New Membership Perk for 
2019

by Brittany Howlett

With a new year comes a new 
chance to rejoin EDUCT as a 
member!  We are very grateful 
to all of our members and 
supporters who attended our 
events and donated their time in 
2018. 

As we leap into 2019, we are 
very pleased to offer EDUCT 
members an extra special 
perk.  The first 100 people 
to join EDUCT or renew their 
membership will receive a 
$10 gift card to the Duke 
Pubs!  With seven locations 
across Toronto, the Duke Pubs 
offer delicious pub fare and 
drinks in a fun and social British 
atmosphere. 

EDUCT has very much enjoyed 
the Duke Pubs’ excellent service 
and cuisine for our annual Burns’ 
Nightcap, as well as other EDUCT 
events that have taken place 
over the years.  

EDUCT offers its sincere 
gratitude and thanks to the 
Duke Pubs, and in particular to 
Cindy Simpson, Executive Vice 
President of Imago Restaurants 
Inc., for their generous donation 
to our members.

Gift cards will be distributed 
in person at upcoming EDUCT 
events, and can be redeemed 
at any Duke Pubs location until 
January 31, 2020.

Visit dukepubs.ca for more 
information about Duke Pubs 
and to view location information.

Chris Valley Ban (left) welcomes Kevin 
James

EDUCT’s escape artists.  From the left. back row: 
Sarah Tulley, Martinho and Agnes Coutinho, Chris 
Valley Ban. Front row: Victoria and Onora Crewe-
Nelson, Brittany Howlett

https://dukepubs.ca/
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relevant to today’s world.  Our 
current preoccupation with the 
threats to our personal privacy 
arising from the unknown use 
of our personal data records 
ran like a subtext throughout 
his talk.  The research for that 
talk relied primarily on old 
hotel records, most notably the 
visitors’ register, which recorded 
the arrival and departure of 
guests.  As Kevin made clear, 
“the book is a technology” which 
provides the most basic and 
practical means of surveillance.  
And as Kevin pithily concluded 
at the end of his talk, “a 
distinctive and new culture of 
documentation was introduced 
in the UK in response to fears 
about what could happen in that 
most modern, most distinctive 
and, in some places, the most 
liberating and threatening place.”

Broadly speaking, until 1914, 
the British hotel book was one 
in which “mischievous entries 
could be penned in the margins 
of an empty book”, often 
whimsical inscriptions that were 
anonymous or pseudonymous.  
This had been affirmed from 
an 1834 legal decision that no 
guest had to ever give his or her 
name.  They just had to prove 
they had the money to pay for 
their stay.  

The systematic issuance of 
passports was a late 19th and 
early 20th century phenomenon.  
One could travel the length and 
breadth of the United Kingdom 
without such identification; 
internal travel was not 
circumscribed in any way.  By 
comparison, one could not 
expect the same freedom when 
travelling through departments 
in France or cantons in 
Switzerland.   This underscores 
the idea behind continental 
tyranny versus British liberalism.

However, in August 1914, the 
Aliens Restriction Act was rushed 
through Parliament the day after 
war was declared.  It required 
foreign nationals to register with 

the police; its objective was to identify ‘enemy aliens’ in Britain.  
This began a long debate in marking the distinction between the 
customary rights of the British subject to travel with less impairment 
than that which attended the alien.  The Act provided an important 
legal distinction that the British state felt reflected the liberal 
constitutional order and that should be extended to British subjects 
in the course of war.  The hotel became, and remains, a focal point 
around which these kinds of questions are negotiated and discussed.   

From May 1915, under a stricter aliens control regime, the arrival 
and departure of all guests had to be recorded and there was a form 
to complete.  This was a system that really stymied hotel keepers.  
One in Reading confessed to, and was charged for, failing to keep a 
register.  The lawyer acting for him made the case of extenuating 
circumstances on the grounds that in other countries it was an old 
custom to make visitors sign a register, but in the United Kingdom it 
was an innovation.  With these new directives the habitual traveler 
who went to the same hotel every month understandably wondered 
whether he was required to complete the same paperwork every 
time.

Under this new regime British subjects’ names were recorded.  What 
were the implications in the area of moral surveillance?  Romantic 
assignations, of the Mr. and Mrs. Smith variety, were not for securing 
a divorce.  Yet, in such a situation, could the form be brought into 
a divorce proceeding?  It was decided they were not to be used for 
moral regulation.  The office of the Home Secretary was kept busy 
addressing these concerns.  Its voluminous correspondence became 
a valuable source of information for understanding how this whole 
system evolved, was managed and, ultimately, dispensed with.  
Regrettably, after the armistice there was a shortage of paper.  The 
Home Secretary addressed this shortage at a meeting at which it 
was decided these forms should be kept for six months.  Tragically, 
for posterity, this is why so few of them exist today.

Good, old-fashioned snooping was another means of keeping an eye 
on things.  The hotel staff was relied upon to report on the comings 
and goings of guests.  At the outbreak of the war the gender and 
nationality of workforce in the hotel had changed dramatically too.  
The staff was heavily anglicized, and women were brought on to 
take jobs such as waiters.   

After an entertaining and anecdote-filled overview, Kevin was 
asked how successful hotel surveillance had been.  He said that, 
going through the government papers, one could hear the voices 
of different parties with their contrasting positions.  There were the 
military officers and members of the war cabinet suggesting that 
the surveillance needed to be strengthened since the system was 
felt to be too porous and a failure.  There were the hotel managers 
and owners who found the regime too onerous.  And there were 
the members of the press who felt that the measures did not go far 
enough. 

There was one final point of note.  At the end of hostilities, the right 
of British subjects to be free from such detailed documentation was 
revisited.  Applied to Canadians, I learned there is a little-known 
statutory right of Commonwealth nationals that remains in effect to 
this day whereby one doesn’t need to present passport details at a 
hotel.  All one needs to give is one’s name and method of payment.  
And this is so with or without Brexit!   
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decent wine to get us going: slightly acidic, but with fruity overtones 
of red cherry and strawberry.

From Rully, in the Saône-et-Loire, it is a 360-kilometre bike ride to 
the second stop on our evening’s tour, the Domaine des Amouriers, 
just outside the village of Vacqueyras.  Tour de France stages 
are typically 180 to 200 kilometres long and ridden in a single 
day.  By Tour standards our stage one would be a two-day ride 
for professional cyclists.  Moreover, the route is not for the faint of 
heart as it climbs over 1,200 metres, before offering the chance to 
free wheel for kilometre after kilometre near the end.  For anyone 
contemplating this trip by bike, stopping off in Lyon is highly 
recommended.

Should you make it as far as Vacqueyras, you would be able to try 
the 2015 Domaine des Amouriers, which is a blend of Grenache, 
Syrah and Mourvèdre grapes.  The blend gives the wine a full-
bodied, smooth, but spicy taste of cherries and plums.  I awarded 
this blend the maillot blanc in my ranking.

The participants in the 1903 Tour de France kept pedalling south 
to Marseille, but our tour took a turn to the east, by-passing Peter 
Mayle’s northern Provence and taking us almost to the Côte d’Azur 
and Saint Tropez. 

For a team professional on the Tour our route to Pierrefeu-du-Var 
would be an easy day’s ride of 180 kilometres and largely downhill.  
For the rest of us, it would be much more comfortable to take three 
days, stopping at Aix-en-Provence along the way.

Once in Pierrefeu-du-Var we’d need to cycle a few kilometres further 
to the Château de l’Aumérade, where we could try something of a 
rarity.  Provence wines that are not rosé are relatively unusual to find 
outside France, so it was with much anticipation that we tried the 
2015 Côtes de Provence, Château de l’Aumérade, Cru Classé, Cuvée 
Marie-Christine.  Château de l’Aumérade is another non-standard 
blend of Grenache, Syrah, this time with Carignan grapes.  The effect 
is to create a fruity, medium-bodied wine with a hint of mixed red 
fruits.  I awarded this one the maillot jaune.

From Provence our tour took us back to Aix-en-Provence, across 

La Grande Boucle
By Paul Bradley

The competitors in the first Tour 
de France set off in the middle 
of the afternoon, on 1 July 1903 
from the Café Reveil-Matin in 
the village of Montgeron, just 
outside Paris.  Ahead of them 
was a 19-day loop (boucle) 
around France, first touching the 
Mediterranean, then the Atlantic, 
before turning back towards 
Paris.

The man waving the starter’s 
flag on 1 July 1903 was Georges 
Abran.  At three minutes past 
seven (19:03) on 6 December 
2018, Igal Amsallem, sommelier, 
erstwhile lawyer – but, as 
far as we know, at no point a 
professional cyclist – dropped 
the flag as our starter and 
guide for an evening’s tour of 
France needing considerably less 
fitness and stamina than the 
contestants at Café Reveil-Matin.

Our evening’s route would 
take us through five stages of 
wine growing terrain in mid 
and southern France, trying six 
distinctive regional red wines: 
a metaphorical trip through our 
own hills, valleys and flats of 
taste.

Stage one began at Rully, in the 
Côte Chalonnaise, in Burgundy 
country.  Rully is better known 
for Chardonnay than the Pinot 
Noir we sampled.  However, the 
Domaine des Lauriers was a 

The participants: all fit at the start of the tour

The prizes at the end of each 
stage of the tour: in the order 
sampled
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the River Rhône, through the 
Camargue National Park and 
down to the Mediterranean at La 
Grande Motte.  At this point the 
professional can ride flat out for 
60 kilometres along the roads 
atop the sand bars that protect 
the coast.  Eventually the road 
turns towards Narbonne from 
which it is a few more hours of 
pushing the pedals to reach the 
village of Douzens. 

The total distance is just over 
360 kilometres, with the hard 
work at the beginning climbing 
hills in Provence, but easing 
up along the coastal plain.  It’s 
another two-stage, two-day ride 
for les professionals, but several 
days longer for the rest of us.  
However, the slower trip avoids 
going into anaerobic shock and 
the chance to stay in Sète on the 
coast and Narbonne on the way 
into Languedoc.

The end of stage three had us 
at the village of Douzens where 
we could lock up our bikes at 
the Château de Fontenelles and 
try its 2015 Corbières.  The 
Corbières continues the trend 
of uncommon blendings, in this 
case the base is Syrah mixed 
with Grenache, Mourvèdre and 
Carignan.  The result is a full-
bodied gold medal winner, with 
powerful fruity tastes.  A bit 
too strong for my liking, so I 
awarded it the maillot vert, but 
I can see how others would 
prefer this to the Château de 
l’Aumérade.

Stage four is the toughest.  It 
involves pushing over 400 
kilometres across country in the 
equivalent of three Tour stages.  
It starts with a gentle climb to 
Toulouse, at which point we can 
meander alongside the River 
Garonne for about 80 kilometres.  
At the town of La Réole, the 
Garonne lazes west towards the 
Atlantic, but we have to keep 
pedalling north west, crossing 
the Dordogne as it runs out to 
meet the Garonne at Bordeaux 
and eventually rolling into 

the village of Bergeron.  It’s three full days of hard work for the 
professionals, perhaps a gentle week for the non-professional – but 
the slow coaches will be able to stop in Toulouse and enjoy the hills 
and landscape of the southern Dordogne.

Bergeron is on the right bank of the Garonne directly across from 
the famous Bordeaux vineyards, just to the east of the town of 
Blaye.  The Dartier family runs Château Cailleteau, and in the 
Bergeron Prestige, they have made a deep-coloured, fruity Merlot 
blend that is smooth and full-bodied.  Again, a little too full-bodied 
for my taste, so it was awarded the maillot Mondrian.

Paul Bradley, right, and his guest Alan Levine, award the maillot 
blanc to Sarah Tulley

Watching points at each stage: seven lawyers – from the left – 
Carys Craig; Gregory Govedaris; Carolyn Gandy; Mathew Glowacki; 
Alexandra Szabo-Day; Grant Buchan-Terrell; and Paul Dubé
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5.  Le maillot Mondrian (re-instated for this tour only) : 2014 
Blaye-Côtes de Bordeaux, Château Cailleteau Bergeron

6.  La Lanterne rouge : 2016 Rully, Domaine Des Lauriers

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Paul Bradley for going some 1,600 
kilometres out of his way to make this tour not just possible, but 
truly delightful fun !

Senior Vice-Principal Charlie Jeffery to Speak on Brexit at 
EDUCT Annual Dinner

by Simon Miles

EDUCT’s 2019 Annual Dinner is to be held on Friday, 29 March.  
That is Brexit Day.  How appropriate, therefore, to have our Dinner 
speaker focus our minds on Brexit.  

EDUCT is most fortunate to be able to hear Professor Charlie Jeffery, 
Senior Vice-Principal of our University, on this subject.  His theme 
will be “Identity Politics in 
the UK: Brexit and Post-
Brexit”.  He just happens to 
be in town at that time and 
kindly offered to join us for 
the evening to provide us 
with his insights on Brexit 
and, more particularly, what 
lay behind the referendum 
vote of 23 June 2016. 

The Economist magazine, 
which has been providing 
lots of analysis of the 
negotiations as they have 
been proceeding, carried an 
article in its issue of 24 November 2018 that compared Brexit with 
other major crises confronting Britain in the past.  Most notable 
were those of the temporary return to the gold standard in 1925 and 
the messy exit in 1931, the Suez crisis of 1956, portrayed more as 
a crisis in statecraft, and the crisis in economic management that 
led the British to seek a loan from the IMF in 1976.  The Economist 
concluded that Brexit is a crisis far worse than anything that had 
ever faced Britain in peacetime in that it is a crisis of the unity of 
the British state.  And it is notably different from the other grave 
crises in that it is one that the British people have brought upon 
themselves.

Clearly, such a profound crisis calls for profound solutions.  Why 
did 17 million people vote to leave?  Equally clearly, the European 
Union politicians have been insensitive to the populist anxiety 
surfacing in their constituencies.  And British politicians have been 
so preoccupied by the demands of crisis management that they have 
given little if any thought to what caused the crisis.  In short, Brexit 
is using up all the oxygen in the room. 

Particularly threatening is the prospect of a ‘no deal’.  Since the 2016 
referendum there has been more information emerging about the 
disastrous consequences of such a scenario.  As members of EDUCT, 

The fifth and final stage loops 
us back vaguely in the direction 
of the Tour’s true finishing line: 
Paris.  On our tour we head 
north to the Loire Valley in 
270 kilometres of hard cycling, 
climbing and descending over 
1,000 metres up through the 
hills to the west of Poitiers and 
down into the Loire valley and 
the village of Savigny-en-Véron.  
This is definitely a route for the 
professionals, a little long for a 
single day, so another two-day, 
two-stage ride.  For the tourist, 
this would be a pleasant four-
day trip, crossing the rivers and 
skirting the lakes of western 
France before ending up in 
châteaux country.

Savigny-en-Véron is set in a lobe 
of land between the Loire and 
Vienne rivers.  The terroir sits 
on a hill and in the 2015 Chinon, 
Les Picasses has produced a 
Cabernet Franc blend with a 
slightly chalky taste and strong 
tones of red currants and cherry.  
This easily made number three 
on my list.

After contemplation and a re-
reading of the Tour de France 
rules, I have assigned a finishing 
order to the six wines in the 
peloton chased around the 
French countryside, by a group 
of Edinburgh alumni, over 1,600 
kilometres, on a cold December 
night in Toronto.

The final Tour de France ratings:

1.  Le maillot jaune : 2015 
Côtes de Provence, Château 
de l’Aumérade

2.  Le maillot vert : 2015 Cor-
bières, Château de Fontenelles

3.  Le maillot rouge (re-instat-
ed for this tour only) : 2015 
Chinon, Les Picasses, Domain 
Jean Maurice Raffault

4.  Le maillot blanc : 2015 
Vacqueyras, Domaine des 
Amouriers

Senior Vice-Principal Professor Charlie 
Jeffery



EDUCT News January 2019

8

we naturally have an interest 
in the fate of our University.  A 
recent analysis by the Royal 
Society provides an alarming 
picture of the possible impact 
of a no deal on research in the 
UK – both in the universities 
and in non-university research 
establishments in industry, 
etc.  That, in turn, has profound 
implications for innovation and 
economic well-being.  Click 
here for more information: 
https://royalsociety.org/topics-
policy/publications/2018/
brexit-no-deal-factsheet/?utm_
campaign=6289&utm_
source=adestra&utm_
medium=email

This single illustration 
underscores just one of many 
areas of acute concern that the 
British voters were not in the 
least informed about at the time 
of their great decision in 2016.

So what was on the mind of the 
British voter on referendum day?  
And what should the then-Prime 
Minister, David Cameron, and his 
party strategists have been more 
sensitive to when he made that 
election campaign promise to 
hold a referendum if re-elected?  
And what are the lessons for the 
political leadership over both the 
near term and the longer term, 
following Brexit?

Professor Charlie Jeffery is 
very well suited to answer such 
questions.  In addition to being 
Senior Vice-Principal, he is 
also Professor of Politics.  His 
research interests include public 
attitudes, public policy, territorial 
politics, Scottish politics and 
multi-level governance.  He 
has written extensively on 
understanding the mood of the 
body politic in Britain.  He has 
looked at the implications for 
Scotland of the severing of ties 
with the European Union.  When 
Professor Jeffery spoke to a 
large gathering of Edinburgh 
University alumni, at the time of 
the University’s General Council 
meeting in Toronto in 2014, he 

gave us a stirring presentation on the Scottish referendum.  We 
can expect another moving analysis of what was on the mind of the 
British voter in June 2016 and what, fundamentally, really caused 
this crisis.

Pencil the date in now: 29 March, at the Art and Letters Club.

And as if one Vice-Principal is not enough, we are delighted to 
inform you that Professor James Smith, Vice-Principal International 
and Professor of African and Development Studies, will also be in 
town on other business and will also be joining us for the Dinner.

We look forward to welcoming both Charlie and James to our Dinner.

Scottish Universities Host Alumni at The Caledonian
by Simon Miles

EDUCT members enjoyed a very friendly evening at The Caledonian, 
on College Street, on 15 September.  As a break from a larger, cross-
Canada, collaborative initiative, in which the Scottish universities 
were recruiting students, Aly Stewart, a Regional Manager for 
North America, in the Edinburgh Global office at our University, and 
her counterparts from other 
Scottish universities, very 
kindly hosted a gathering of 
alumni of their universities.  
Aly is a very lively and 
welcoming American and she 
and her colleagues did a great 
job; the evening was a great 
success.  The Caledonian, 
as is to be expected, has a 
very Scottish atmosphere.  It 
boasts an excellence choice 
of malt whiskies, and it 
has a superb kitchen that 
produces endless supplies of 
delicious appetizers.  About 14 
Edinburgh alumni attended, 
including EDUCT’s President, 
Chris Valley Ban.  We were 
pleasantly surprised to meet 
several alumni who were not 
EDUCT members.  Naturally, 
Chris and your Editor went into 
recruiting mode.  However, somewhat disappointingly, there has 
been little response since.  We suspect that they found those Scotch 
eggs, Scottish salmon and haggis so satisfying that they have no 
room left for wine-tastings and talks.  We shall see.

Aly Stewart
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University of Edinburgh Wins 
Green Gown Awards
by Simon Miles

The November 2018 issue of 
“Enlightened”, the electronic 
newsletter from the University 
of Edinburgh, brought very 
good news for those of us 
concerned about the need to 
address climate change and 
the sustainability of human 
existence in far more serious and 
committed ways than exhibited 
to date. 

The University has received 
the Sustainability Institution 
of the Year Award at the 
UK’s prestigious Green Gown 
Awards for 2018.  The judges 
praised the University’s 
continuing initiatives taken to 
introduce a unified approach 
throughout the University and 
to boost social responsibility and 
sustainability.  The 
University was also highly 
commended in the Leadership 
Team of the Year category.  The 
University will now be entered 
with other global regional 
winners for the International 
Green Gown Awards.

Although there have been 
disparate initiatives throughout 
the University for many years, 
the drive on the part of the 
University to become more 
sustainable, as an institution, 
in everything the institution 
does, was greatly helped with 
the launch of the University 
of Edinburgh’s Strategic Plan 
in 2016.  The Plan signalled 
the University’s intention to 
increase its positive impact on 
society through its learning and 
teaching, research, operations, 
investments and outreach.  
Along with the establishment 
of the Department for Social 
Responsibility and Sustainability 
in 2014, the University has made 
significant progress in adopting 
a whole institution approach 
to becoming more socially 
responsible and sustainable.

Recent achievements include: the commitment to become a net 
zero carbon university by 2040; the commitment to complete its 
transition out of fossil fuel investments by 2021; the first university 
to adopt a formal Conflict Minerals Policy; the launch of the 
‘Edinburgh Local’ community engagement strategy; the moving 
of  £60 million of the University’s endowment funds to support the 
transition to a low carbon economy; the £1.5 million investment in 
Big Issue Invest, which is the largest financial investment in social 
enterprise ever made by a UK university. 

The University has found that the issues surrounding social 
responsibility and sustainability are central to the way both the staff 
and students assess their experience of the University.  Further, the 
University has recognized that it has to ensure that it is easy for 
staff and students to be able to communicate with each other about 
such issues if there is to be a broad base of support from the key 
stakeholders in the resolution of the issues.  And, not surprisingly, 
the University has also recognized the importance of promoting 
the University as a living laboratory for learning and for testing 
innovative ideas and technologies in support of sustainability and 
social responsibility.

Two simple facts help to substantiate the value of the University’s 
efforts.  The actual CO2 savings in 2017/2018 across the University 
amounted to 3,331 tonnes.  And it is estimated that for the current 
year, of 2018/2019, the comparable savings will be about 3,000 
tonnes.

The Green Gown Awards are organized by the Environmental 
Association for Universities and Colleges.  This was the 14th year of 
the Awards.  The event included entries from institutions, companies 
and organizations across the UK and Ireland and showcased the 
educational initiatives, staff, and students helping to address some 
of the most pressing global challenges.

EDUCT congratulates all who were involved in enabling the 
University to be so deserving of this year’s award. 

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Professor Felicity Callard 
delivers the J. Wreford Watson Lecture 
by Simon Miles

On 29 November 2018, Dr. Felicity Callard, Professor of Social 
Research and Director of the Birkbeck Institute for Social Research, 
at Birbeck College, University of London, delivered the 2018 J. 
Wreford Watson Lecture.  The lecture is supported by the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  The purpose of the lecture is to set 
geographical ideas within a wider culture of public intellectualism.  It 
is held every two years and the speakers alternate between those 
from within and outwith Geography.  A geographer, who also has a 
degree in English literature, Professor Callard works in psychosocial 
studies.  Her lecture – “2018: The Year That Shook Universities” 
addressed, among other recent developments, the recent academic 
strike action in the UK, its geographies and its implications.  We 
hope to be able to provide more information on the lecture at a later 
date. 

There is also good news on the investment front: in this reporting 
period the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund has enjoyed an 
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EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: A New Recipient
by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the 
EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund has continued to enjoy growth of 
the endowed capital.  We are pleased to report that, as of the end of 
November 2018, despite the annual payouts on bursaries, the total 
investment in the Fund stood at £177,530.

There has been one new development with respect to this Fund.  
One of the beneficiaries of the Fund decided to withdraw from the 
University.  Thus, as of September 2018, that bursary was awarded 
to Ms. Karine Fleming, who is studying for her B.Sc. (Hons.) degree 
in Social Work.  If all goes well, she is expected to graduate in the 
summer of 2022.  EDUCT congratulates Karine on this award. 

We are pleased to report that the other three recipients are now 
completing their fourth and final year of studies and will hopefully 
graduate in the summer of 2019.  They are: Abigail Glanville, who is 
pursuing her M.A. (Hons.) in Linguistics and English Language; and, 
Kirsty McCormick and Amy Scott, both of whom are studying for an 
LL.B. (Hons.).

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions.

EDUCT Past Presidents’ Lunch

by James Hunter

EDUCT past presidents gathered for their annual lunch on Thursday 
January 17th at The Oxley on Yorkville Avenue.  They were joined by 
their special guest, EDUCT President, Chris Valley Ban.

How many EDUCT past presidents are there?  -  I hear you ask.  
The answer is eight.  You can see them in a condition of post-lunch 
contentment in the attached photograph (from left to right: Chris 
Valley Ban, Paul Bradley, Jim Hunter, Alan Pearson, Victoria Crewe-
Nelson, Margaret Reid and Simon Miles).  Missing from the group 

increase in value of the endowed 
capital.  We are pleased to report 
that, as of the end of November 
2018, the total investment in the 
Fund stood at £85,135. 

Being January, and as is our 
tradition, we thank our donors 
in the previous year.  This year 
we extend our thanks to the 
following for their generosity. 

•	 A third generous donation 
from Grant Buchan-Terrell 
of Oakville, Ontario.

•	 A fourth generous donation 
from: Ann Wilkie of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; and, Linda 
Mason, of Picton, Ontario.

•	 An eighth generous donation 
from Janette Hannah, of 
Hanover, NH, USA.

•	 A ninth generous donation 
from Simon Miles, of 
Toronto.

•	 And a tenth generous 
donation from David Kemp, 
of Thunder Bay, Ontario.

The impact of their donations will 
show up in our next report. Our 
thanks are extended to all.

All interested are reminded 
that the Fund remains open 
for further contributions.  Any 
assistance you can give to help 
us get to the next milestone 
of £90,000 would be much 
appreciated by all in Edinburgh.  

Do you know of other 
Edinburgh alumni in 

Toronto? 

Please pass this newsletter 
on to anyone who might 

be interested
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helpful in any way he can and will work to put us in touch with the 
right people in areas that fall outside his formal remit.  

We discussed the challenges of getting information on the 
coordinates of new alumni arriving in Canada and on the ever-
changing coordinates of those already here, of getting a heads-up 
on the visits of Edinburgh faculty to Toronto (or indeed places west 
of here that could warrant a stopover here), and of getting access to 
more of the lectures given at Edinburgh, especially those of visiting, 
high-profile persons, academic and otherwise.

We were briefed on the progress in fund-raising from North America 
and explored a number of ideas for sources of money from North 
American alumni, corporations and institutions.  We also discussed 
the potential of the new Platform One network, an online community 
the University is currently rolling out in a controlled and timely 
manner around the world to serve as a link between students, 
faculty and alumni.  

James also spoke about his interest in helping young alumni connect 
with EDUCT and remain engaged with the University.  Working with 
parents of current and past students is also part of his remit and 
he encourages any families who might wish to engage with the 
university to contact him at any time.  

And we heard a bit more about the exciting, new Edinburgh Futures 
Institute, which is already up and running and which, as of 2021, 
will be housed in the refurbished building previously occupied by 
the Royal Infirmary.  You can read more on its web site about this 
cutting-edge initiative, which promises to build upon four pillars: 
of defying the boundaries traditionally imposed by disciplines 
and institutions; of striking meaningful collaborations between 
all the key players in society that are needed to shape accurate 
understandings of what is needed in addressing future challenges; 
of being data fluent in further improving our understanding of issues 

are Josh Gillespie and Toni 
Macgregor.  Our initial sadness at 
Josh’s and Toni’s non-attendance 
was soon dispelled after the 
more-than-acceptable wine 
arrived (of which we partook, 
needless to say, with the 
appropriate degree of judicious 
temperance).

When we started having these 
lunches some years ago, we 
chose a date on the run-up to 
Christmas.  We found, however, 
that restaurants at the holiday 
season tend to be crowded, 
noisy and the service slow.  We 
now find a mid-January date 
much better suited to us.

So, for those EDUCT members 
who are willing to step forward 
when the time comes for 
election to club president, know 
that you will subsequently and 
consequently find yourselves 
part of our congenial past 
presidents group.

Who paid for lunch?  -  I hear 
you ask.  The past presidents, as 
always, paid for it themselves.

James Gauthier Visits EDUCT

by Simon Miles

James Gauthier joined the staff 
of the University of Edinburgh, 
as Head of Philanthropy for North 
America, in 2018.  The Board 
of EDUCT had been looking for 
an opportunity to welcome him 
to Toronto and this year’s Burns 
Night Cap worked out well for 
him as an occasion on which to 
meet some of EDUCT’s members.  
Although the Burns event will be 
covered in the May newsletter, 
we can report that some of the 
Board were able to meet with 
James the night before.  

At our dinner we were able 
to cover a lot of ground: both 
the continuing requests we 
make of Edinburgh, and new 
ideas.  James made very clear 
that although his prime remit 
is raising funds, he wants to be 

James Gauthier (foreground) with from left, Simon Miles, John 
Krijgsman and Chris Valley Ban
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Patrick is now employed developing strategic plans and, clearly, in 
planning this part of the wedding he was in his element.  One should 
also know that Hanna is now employed offering training programmes 
for professionals all over the world and, equally clearly, she knows 
how to motivate people.  

What was most touching to hear about the wedding was that the 
theme was Edinburgh.  Each table carried the name of an Edinburgh 
street.  And, most impressively, Hanna and Patrick encouraged their 
wedding guests to save their time on picking presents and instead 
make a donation to a neuroscience research fund they established 
for the occasion.  This went down very well.  The University will be 
making arrangements for the judicious deployment of the monies 
raised and in due course we will learn the good cause to which the 
funds have been put.  Watch this space!

When Hanna was studying neuroscience at Edinburgh, one of her 
faculty supervisers was Professor Richard Morris.  He is a world 
leader in research on long-term memory.  Indeed, he has recently 
been awarded The Brain Prize.  We trust that this also means that 
Hanna and Patrick will long enjoy the delightful memories of their 
splendid wedding in Ireland.

EDUCT congratulates Hanna and Patrick and hopes they finally 
recover!

and solutions; and, of being 
driven by the need to undertake 
world-changing activities.  Go to 
https://efi.ed.ac.uk/ 

We look forward to welcoming 
James back in Toronto for our 
Annual Dinner on 29 March.

Hanna and Patrick: At Last 
It’s Legal!
by Simon Miles

EDUCT members Hanna Nowers 
and Patrick Hillan have been an 
item since their days of studying 
neuroscience at Edinburgh.  
Hanna brought Patrick back with 
her when returning to Toronto.  
He received a stamp of parental 
approval: goal number one 
accomplished.  They both found 
superb jobs that made use of 
their neuroscience degrees in 
rapid order: goal number two 
accomplished.  They found a 
great apartment downtown 
and got to know each other 
exceedingly well, while not 
getting in each other’s hair too 
much.  They liked what they 
learned: goal number three dealt 
with.

Well, then it was just a matter 
of time and timing.  And this 
past summer they finally took 
the great leap.  The wedding 
was a splendid affair from which 
they were still recovering when 
I sat down to hear all about it 
in December.  They hired an 
old hunting lodge in Ireland - 
Virginia Park Lodge – that once 
belonged to the Earl of Hereford.  
Patrick was particularly pleased 
to have been able to secure 
the hunting lodge; it seems his 
grandmother was also married 
there.  However, as I dug deeper, 
it became clear that one of the 
lodge’s key attributes is that it is 
about an hour from the Guinness 
Brewery in Dublin.  This enabled 
the event to start in Dublin some 
two days before the actual knot-
tying, and for the well-watered 
guests to make it to the lodge 
on time.  One should know that 

Mr and Mrs at last: Hanna and Patrick on the great day

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

https://efi.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto
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Margaret Atwood Made 
Companion of Honour
by Simon Miles

Margaret Atwood, Honorary 
Member of EDUCT, was 
appointed a Companion of 
Honour in the New Year Honours 
list.  This is an honour of 
particular distinction; in addition 
to the Sovereign, a maximum 
of 65 members are admitted to 
the order.  The order, founded in 
1917, recognizes those who have 
made outstanding achievements 
in their field.  As the author of 
more than 50 books of fiction, 
poetry and critical essays, 
Margaret Atwood is well known 
to EDUCT members.  She was 
given an honorary degree 
of Doctor of Letters by our 
University in June 2014 when the 
General Council of the University 
of Edinburgh held its meeting 
here in Toronto.

EDUCT extends its 
congratulations to Ms. Atwood.

 

Geoffrey Hinton Honoured with Order of Canada
by Simon Miles

Geoffrey Hinton, who received his Ph.D. in Artificial Intelligence 
from the University of Edinburgh in 1978, was among those 
honoured with an appointment to the Order of Canada by the 
Governor General of Canada, on 27 December 2018.  Dr. Hinton 
was appointed a Companion of the Order of Canada “for his seminal 
contributions to the advancement of artificial intelligence as a 
computer scientist and specialist in cognitive psychology”.  Of the 
103 appointees, only two were to the 
highest rank -that of Companion.

Dr. Hinton is regarded by many as the 
godfather of deep learning.  He has 
given his all to the field of AI and has 
been honoured on many occasions.  
Until recently, Dr. Hinton was dividing 
his time primarily between the 
University of Toronto and Google in 
California.  He was then enticed to 
spend more time in Toronto and help 
put together the Vector Institute, 
where he now serves as the Institute’s 
Chief Scientific Advisor.  He is also 
an advisor to the Canadian Institute 
for Advanced Research (CIFAR), 
about which EDUCT heard much 
at our Annual Dinner in 2018 with 
the splendid talk by Alan Bernstein, 
President of CIFAR.  EDUCT was fortunate to have had Dr. Hinton 
provide us with insights into his work when he talked to us, in 
2008, on “how the brain builds models of the world”.  Although his 
commitment to his research and the demands upon his time have 
meant that we have not been able to enjoy more of his time, we 
wish him the very best for the ongoing success of his new venture 
at the Vector Institute.  The Institute’s vision is to drive excellence 
and leadership in Canada’s knowledge, creation, and use of artificial 
intelligence to foster economic growth and improve the lives of 
Canadians.  For more information on the Institute, go to https://
vectorinstitute.ai/

EDUCT congratulates Dr. Hinton on this latest recognition of his 
contributions to science and society.

A Completely Biased Review – But You Really Should Eat Here

by Victoria Crewe-Nelson

I offered to do a restaurant review for the EDUCT newsletter.  As 
Simon usually needs to get me in a chokehold before I offer to write 
something up, he was pretty suspicious.  But since I’d also told him 
that my sister and her husband were opening a restaurant, I think 
he knew what I was up to.

So here is my completely biased review of the newest bistro on the 
Danforth.

Aviator has been a work in process for 18 months.  The interior 
conceived by the Toronto firm, Alex Arnott Design, is intended to pay 

Geoffrey Hinton

Margaret Atwood

https://vectorinstitute.ai/
https://vectorinstitute.ai/
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Supper date most years) raved about the shrimp starter, but warns 
it packs a bit of heat.

For the mains, I particularly loved the pappardelle (again, which is 
odd for me, because I’m not a big pasta person, but I stepped out of 
my comfort zone for you, readers).  It had an incredibly light sauce, 
packed with flavour.  The mussels were exactly my cup of tea as 
well, especially as they came with some of the house-made breads 
that Chef Alex is known for.  The burgers were rich and slightly pink 
(my favourite) and the accompanying shoestring potatoes were 
crispy and delicious.

To round off the night, my table had the chocolate fondue and 
flourless chocolate cake.  As I’m allergic to chocolate, I had to rely 
on my kids’ high praise (and chocolate smeared faces) to attest 
to how good it was.  My mother scolded me for not trying the 
sticky toffee pudding which she says is the best in the world (fair 
warning, she might be biased as well – Chef Alex is her son-in-
law after all), but since I’ve eaten sticky toffee pudding with her in 
many restaurants in several countries, I can confirm she’s got the 
experience to back up this claim.

Aviator is definitely worth a “buzz by”, and that’s not just the bias 
talking!

Review rating: Five + Stars

Suggestions: I’d say “mention you know Tory”, but I’ve been told 
that will get no one, including me, superior treatment – everyone is 
a VIP there.

Location: Aviator Danforth – 1458 Danforth Avenue (between 
Coxwell and Monarch Park)

Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 5-10pm; Friday to Saturday 
5-midnight, and weekend brunch is coming soon.

tribute to the original, 1930’s 
building’s aesthetic.  Subtle 
copper lighting, comfortable 
banquettes, marble-topped 
tables and a chic bar all add to 
the fashionable bistro setting.  
When plaster was taken off the 
east wall during construction, 
revealing a Coca-Cola mural 
dating back to the original 
construction, it was preserved 
and made a feature in the new 
design.

But a good restaurant is about 
so much more than a chic look 
– it’s really all about the food.  
And Aviator delivers.  Chef Alex 
Austriaco, former executive 
chef at the Windsor Arms and 
current owner of Cinq Foods 
in Toronto, has produced a 
compact menu, with reasonable 
prices, that is intended to entice 
new customers to try the food, 
and keep them coming back as 
regulars. 

To show my commitment to 
this review, I went Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday of its 
opening week.  I tried two of 
the three “sharing boards” 
(charcuterie/cheese and vegan), 
two of the appetizers (the salad 
and chicken wings), and three 
of the mains (the mussels, the 
burger, and the pappardelle).  

I liked all of the boards and, 
if you were going out for late 
night drinks, these would be 
perfect nibbles for a group to 
share.  With generous portions 
of bread, cheese, vegetables 
and dips, these are sure to be 
a popular option.  Weirdly, the 
plain-sounding arugula salad 
was probably my favourite plate.  
Salad and I are not very good 
friends, and my daughter who 
split it with me actively hates 
arugula, but loved this.  This 
salad could make even the most 
savage carnivores give greens a 
shot.  The chicken wings are not 
your typical pub fare.  More akin 
to chicken lollipops, they blend 
hot and sweet in a delicious 
union.  My mother (whom some 
of you remember as my Burns 
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was from a well-known Canadian family and we were married in 
Toronto, my mother coming from China for the celebration.  It was 
only a matter of time before I was awarded Canadian citizenship.  I 
continued at the University of Toronto, where I was granted an M.Sc.

How did I come to Edinburgh?  During World War II, I worked in 
Montreal on a secret war-time project involving Canada, Great 
Britain and France, where I worked under Dr Nicholas Miller.  After 
the war, Miller invited me to join him at Edinburgh, where he was 
establishing a department of Radiation Chemistry.  I was granted a 
scholarship for the position.

My wife Kate and I came to Edinburgh in 1949 when the country 
was still recovering from hardships brought on by rationing, found a 
friend who would rent a flat to us, and settled in comfortably for a 
year or two while I worked on my Ph.D. project.  To say “worked” is 
something of an exaggeration.  Kate and I were footloose and fancy 
free, not tied down with children, seeing the world for the first time, 
and my dear maiden Aunt Dorothy had been stationed by her boss 
in Italy for a year; you can imagine how much work I got done for 
Miller.  The upshot of it was, my degree was refused.

Kate and I returned to Canada feeling very sheepish. After eighteen 
months I — we — decided I would not continue to live with that 
blot on my conscience.  I packed in the job in Canada and we spent 
another eighteen months or so in digs at Edinburgh, and I finished 
my degree with two weeks to spare.  For Kate and me it was 
heaven.  Our many Scots friends, Miller included, rallied around, and 
we celebrated in style.  We returned to Canada with a Ph.D. under 
my belt.

We have visited Edinburgh many times since then, but with time, 
many connections with the city have disappeared.  Kate, too, has 
gone; but the fond memories of Edinburgh are still strong.

The varsity has expanded almost beyond recognition since my day, 
and has been heaped with praise and prizes, as indeed it should be.  
I wish it well.

Kate and I have always looked on those eventful years spent in 
Edinburgh as a special gift.  The many friends we made in Edinburgh 
have remained friends ever after.  I have remembered the University 
in my will to express thanks for the granting of a degree; but the 
impression the Edinburgh experience has made on my life goes far 
beyond any simple expression of gratitude.  I could not have had the 
career I have had without the distinction afforded by an Edinburgh 
degree.

Finally, let me take this opportunity to extend best wishes to all who 
are “at the Starting Gate.’’

Kim Krenz Reminisces at 98
From ‘Enlightened’, November 
2018   

Editor’s Note: The November 
2018 issue of ‘Enlightened’, 
the University’s newsletter, 
carried a very nice piece on Kim 
Krenz, one of our known Carlyle 
Circle members in Canada and 
an author of stories for our 
newsletter.  Kim, who recently 
celebrated his 98th birthday, was 
reminiscing about his obtaining 
his doctorate at Edinburgh at 
his second attempt.  EDUCT 
congratulates him on making it 
this far and wishes him well for 
the next century plus!  Here, we 
reproduce his story.

I was christened Ferdinand 
Henry Krenz, shortly after 
birth in the United States.  My 
wife, Kate, did not like either 
Ferdinand or Henry and chose 
to call me Kim; and that is the 
name by which I am known 
unofficially.

I was raised by a Chinese amah 
in Peking (Beijing) China where 
my family was attached to what 
was then the United States 
Legation.  I still speak colloquial 
Chinese.

When I had graduated from the 
Peking American High School in 
1936 I went to the University of 
Rochester, in New York, where 
I had been given a “Genesee” 
Scholarship at that University.  It 
was as a student at Rochester 
that I met Kathleen Coleman 
who, upon my graduation, 
became my wife.  Kathleen 

Kim Krenz celebrating his 98th 
birthday

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto. “Educt” is a word which means, in the language 
of chemists: “A body separated by decomposition from another.” 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail.
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Chrystal MacMillan, Suffragist 
and Edinburgh’s First Female 
Science Graduate
by Simon Miles

2018 marked the centenary of 
the extension of the vote for 
many women in Britain and an 
Edinburgh alumna played a key 
role in making that happen. 
Jessie Chrystal MacMillan was 
born in Edinburgh’s new town 
in 1872.  Her father, John, was 
a wealthy tea merchant.  Her 
mother was also called Jessie 
Chrystal and thus the younger 
Jessie went by the name of 
Chrystal.  She was the only 
daughter, sharing the house with 
eight brothers.  Doubtless this 
was her first taste of fighting for 
equal rights for women!  She 
was sent away to St. Leonard’s 
School, in St. Andrews, for her 
early education.  She was very 
fortunate to be leaving school 
at the time when the University 
of Edinburgh, like other Scottish 
universities, was beginning to 
admit female students.  In 1892, 
Chrystal was among the first 
women to be admitted.  She 
read mathematics and natural 
philosophy (known today as 
physics) and graduated in 1896 
with a first class honours B.Sc. 
in science.  Indeed, she was the 
first woman to graduate with an 
undergraduate degree in science 
from our University. (Other 
women had graduated with a 
graduate degree earlier.) 

While at the University she 
became active in student 
politics.  One group that she 
frequently chaired was the 
Women’s Representative 
Committee, and through this 
she and her fellow activists 
lobbied the Scottish University 
authorities for gender parity 
with respect to scholarships 
and bursaries.  She further 
refined her political skills as the 
Vice-President of the Women’s 
Debating Society.

After graduating from Edinburgh Chrystal attended the University 
of Berlin before returning to spend more time at the University of 
Edinburgh to earn her M.A. in mental and moral philosophy in 1900.  
She then spent some time at the family home, in part because 
her father had died.  She used this time to help young people gain 
employment in industrial jobs and to further her interests in women’s 
rights.  She was active as a suffragist, working for the Scottish 
Federation of Women’s Suffrage Societies from 1900 to 1913.  She 
was good at encouraging women to organize themselves in groups.  
She was also the honorary secretary of the Women Graduates of 
the Scottish Universities (Parliamentary Franchise) Committee, 
which in 1906 initiated a court case over the rights of their members 
to the parliamentary franchise.  She and her colleagues argued, 
through lawyers, at the Court of Session, that women are ‘persons’ 
and should be able to vote for the MPs then representing the four 
Scottish universities.  They lost the case and the appeal.  So, in 
1908, they took the case to the House of Lords.  This time Chrystal, 
albeit not yet a lawyer, argued the case before the Lord Chancellor.  
Again, they lost. 

(Jessie) Chrystal MacMillan (1872–1937) 
by unknown photographer, c. 1912 
Mary Evans / The Women’s Library

Famous Alumni
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Chrystal and colleagues took their resolutions on disarmament and 
economic co-operation to the victorious allies at the Paris peace 
conference.  Again, they were ignored. 

With all these apparent defeats, it is hard to keep one’s eye on 
the big picture.  Yet, in 1918, after the end of WWI, during which 
time women had demonstrated they were just as capable as men 
in many areas of work, and with a supportive Prime Minister in 
David Lloyd George, about 8.4 million women in Britain, over the 
age of 30 and meeting certain other criteria, were granted the 
right to vote for members of Parliament!  (Many women had been 
qualified to vote in local elections for many years.)  Later in the 
same year Parliament granted women the right to stand for election 
to Parliament.  At the same time, the law profession was opened 
to women.  Chrystal decided she should become a lawyer.  She 
entered the Middle Temple and, in 1924, was one of the first women 
to be called to the bar.  Being recognized as a lawyer doubtless 
gave Chrystal added credibility in her campaigning for women’s 
rights and freedoms.  As a founder of the Open Door Council, and 
as a member of the executives of the National Union of Societies 
for Equal Citizenship and the Association for Moral and Social 
Hygiene she fought for the removal of legal restrictions on the 
employment of women, for the civil rights of prostitutes and the 
removal of state regulation of prostitution.  The guardianship of 
children, unemployment insurance, and the legal status of women 
were among the many other issues she took on.  

In 1928 a Conservative government extended the vote to all women 
over the age of 21.

Having been such a political activist for so long, it is somewhat 
surprising that, it was only in 1935, at the age of 63, that Chrystal 
tried her luck on the hustings.  She stood as a candidate for the 
Liberal Party in Edinburgh North in 1935.  But luck was not on her 
side.

Worse, in June 1937, Chrystal had to have a leg amputated.  Later 
that year, on 21 September 1937, she died from heart disease.

She was lauded in obituaries.  The Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography wrote of her that … “Her chief aim in life—one might call 
it her passion—was to give every woman of every class and nation 
the essential protection of justice. She was, herself, a great and very 
just human being.”

Chrystal took all these defeats 
well.  She was undeterred.  She 
began to spend more time in 
London, where she served on 
the executive of the National 
Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies (NUWSS), although, 
as a pacifist, she resigned from 
this organization in 1914.  She 
was publishing: she was a co-
compiler of Woman Suffrage in 
Practice (1913) and also wrote 
two pamphlets, The Struggle 
for Political Liberty (1909) 
and Facts versus Fancies on 
Woman Suffrage (1914).  One 
notable publishing initiative 
was an international manifesto 
of women, signed by the 
representatives of twelve million 
women.  Chrystal delivered it 
to the foreign secretary, Sir 
Edward Grey, and the European 
ambassadors in London on 
31 July 1914.  It entreated 
them to attempt conciliation 
and arbitration to avert ‘the 
threatened unparalleled 
disaster’.  

From 1913 to 1920 she served 
as Secretary of the International 
Woman Suffrage Alliance.  In this 
capacity, and despite the onset 
of WWI, she helped to organize 
the International Congress 
of Women, in The Hague, in 
1915.  Its focus was on trying 
to bring about a negotiated 
peace to the war.  Chrystal was 
one of the delegates elected 
at the conference to present 
its resolutions, in person, to 
the heads of both the neutral 
and warring governments.  The 
delegates sought to end the 
war through a mediated peace.  
She was assigned Russia and 
Scandinavia.  Again, she and 
her colleagues were rebuffed.  
Later, in America, she assisted 
the opposition to America’s entry 
into the war.

Following the Armistice, in 
May 1919, Chrystal was at 
the International Congress of 
Women, in Zurich.  It issued a 
scathing criticism of the punitive 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles.  

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have 
just returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to 
share with your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from 
you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the 
EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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She is honoured by the society 
of the Middle Temple through a 
memorial prize that is awarded 
annually in her name to the 
highest placed female student in 
the bar’s final examinations.

The University of Edinburgh has 
honoured Chrystal in two ways.  
First, there is a plaque in her 
memory on West Mains Road, 
at King’s Buildings, that ac-
knowledges her as …” Suffragist, 
founder of Women’s Internation-
al League for Peace and Free-
dom, first woman science grad-
uate of the University in 1896”.  
Secondly, there is a building in 
George Square, where all build-
ings had been named after men, 
that now bears her name.  And it 
is the home of the School of So-
cial and Political Science, which, 
among other things, continues 
Chrystal’s work in such areas of 
study as gender equality, social 
justice, human rights and inter-
national politics.

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks the 
Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography, the managers of var-
ious web sites of the University 
of Edinburgh, and Wikipedia for 
the information that made this 
article possible.

EDUCT Friend Geoffrey Rose Dies
by Simon Miles

Geoffrey Rose was a classmate of mine in Edinburgh.  He was a 
few years older than most of those in the class since he had spent 
some time in the Army before arriving at University.  We lost touch 
after graduating but we re-established contact in 2009 when I was 
tracking down geographers who I thought might like to donate to the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund that we had established the year 
before to mark the centenary of the Department, and then Institute, 
of Geography.  

Geoffrey had moved to Montreal 
shortly after graduating and 
became a high school teacher 
there.  He did contemplate a move 
to Toronto in the ‘Seventies.  He 
told me that on one visit here, 
much to his surprise he had 
seen someone who looked liked 
the spitting image of me, in a 
convertible, on Avenue Road and 
Bloor West.  But I was gone before 
he could get my attention.  Since 
my office was on that corner, it was 
doubtless me.  

Geoffrey was delighted to see the 
EDUCT Fund established.  He was 
very keen on knowing where his 
donations to the University were 
ending up.  As a result, he became 
a very generous donor; indeed, as of the date of writing, the most 
generous donor of all to the Fund.  And he was excellent in hunting 
down the contacts for reaching a good number of other geography 
grads who joined our ranks.

We were in touch by e-mail about once a week after re-establishing 
contact.  Geoffrey was very good at monitoring the British news 
media and kept me posted on any news – good or bad - about our 
University.  And out of this came numerous suggestions for alumni 
who should be the subject of our Famous Alumni column.  But I 
never succeeded in getting him to take on the research and writing 
involved. 

Geoffrey remained in close touch with Margaret, his younger sister in 
Macclesfield, in England, where he grew up and went to school at the 
ancient and famous King’s Grammar School.  Indeed, he maintained 
a house both there and in Quebec to the end of his life. 

His sister Margaret kindly let me know of Geoffrey’s death.  Luckily, 
he was healthy until the end, when he succumbed to a bad bout of 
pneumonia upon his arrival in Macclesfield for Christmas.  He died on 
10 December 2018.  

EDUCT had lost a dear and generous Friend.  He will be much 
missed.

Geoffrey Rose

Obituaries

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event 
or participating in an activity 
that would be of interest to 
fellow alumni in the GTA, 
please get in touch with our 
Communications Officer, 
Brittany Howlett
britthowlett@hotmail.com

You may also join us on 
LinkedIn or Facebook to submit 
your information directly to 
participating members through 
these networks.

mailto:britthowlett@hotmail.com
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EDUCT Friend Eric Ross Dies

by Simon Miles

Eric Dewitt Ross was a Friend 
of EDUCT who had been a 
generous donor to the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  
Eric was born in New Brunswick 
in 1929.  He was one of three 
children.  He attended the 
University of New Brunswick 
before moving on to the 
University of Edinburgh to earn 
his doctorate in Geography.  
Following graduation from 
Edinburgh, Eric returned to 
Canada and became a faculty 
member of the University of 
Victoria.  He later moved on to 
Bishop’s University, Université 
Laval, and finally, in 1972, to 
Mount Allison University.  His 
remit at Mount Allison was 
to establish the Department 
of Geography.  As a former 
student of J. Wreford Watson, 
who had played a lead role in 
the establishment of several 
departments of geography at 
universities in Canada, this was 
something that was doubtless 
seen to be just his cup of 
tea!  He remained at Mount 
Allison until his retirement 
in 1994, whereupon he was 
appointed Professor Emeritus of 
Geography.  He was the author 
of three books on historical 
geography. 

I was introduced to Eric 
through Professor Len Evenden, 
now Professor Emeritus at 
Simon Fraser University, who 
was very active in tracking 

down geography graduates when EDUCT was initiating its EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  Eric recalled his days at Edinburgh 
as having been very stimulating.  He very much appreciated that 
EDUCT was finding a way of honouring both the Centenary of the 
Department at Edinburgh and his former professor, J. Wreford 
Watson.

Joyce Ferguson, an EDUCT member who lives in Sackville, New 
Brunswick, who has known Eric since he arrived at Mount Allison 
in 1972, recalls “When we met, Eric was delighted to learn that, as 
an undergraduate at Edinburgh, I had taken a course in geography 
under Wreford Watson and we had an instant bond!  Eric loved to 
play the bagpipes and when my Mother died he played the bagpipes 
beautifully at the end of her service.  We will miss him!”

Eric died on 15 January 2019 at the age of 89 in Sackville.  In paying 
tribute to his contribution, Mount Allison lowered its flag to half-
mast. 

EDUCT has lost a good Friend.  Joyce is right: he will be missed.

by Simon Miles

Alexandra Szabo-Day

Alexandra Szabo-Day is a Sales Development Representative at Hays 
Specialist Recruitment, in Toronto.  In this role she is responsible 
for expanding the number of employees hired through Hays by 
client companies.  She was sought out by Hays after she graduated 
from the University of Edinburgh, in the summer of 2018, precisely 
because she had performed so outstandingly for the firm prior 

Eric Ross. Photo courtesy of 
Peter Ripley

Alexandra Szabo-Day

Welcome to Our New Members
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to her going to Edinburgh in 
2016.  Indeed, she has been 
outstanding in whatever she 
does!

Alexandra was born in Toronto 
and attended De La Salle College 
‘Oaklands’.  She was President 
of the Student Council in Grade 
12 and Athlete of the Year for 
three of the four years she 
spent at the school.  She played 
basketball in the fall, volleyball 
in the winter and competed 
in track and field events, and 
played soccer, in the spring and 
summer.  And she made the 
Honours List academically! 

Alexandra opted for Dalhousie 
for her B.A. as a way to receive 
an education at one of the oldest 
and most respected universities 
in Canada and to get away 
from the busy Toronto life.  
She majored in Sociology and 
Anthropology and took a minor 
in Business.  She loved the life 
there, finding the academic work 
easy to manage, thanks to the 
study discipline she had acquired 
from De La Salle.  She cut back 
on the sports, limiting herself 
to intra-mural activities and the 
Dal Dance Society.  She was an 
active member of Orientation 
Week, leading new students 
(‘frosh’) to multiple events 
throughout the week.  While 
there, she spent her third year 
as an exchange student at the 
University of Hull, in England.  
Despite its being quite a small 
city of 260,000, Kingston upon 
Hull, as it is properly known, has 
a lot to offer.  Indeed, it was the 
UK’s City of Culture in 2017.  Not 
surprisingly, this gave Alexandra 
a taste for more study abroad.

Upon graduating from Dalhousie 
in 2014, Alexandra started in 
sales and account management 
at Hays.  This meant she was 
acquiring new client companies 
that would hire employees 
through Hays.  It seems 
Alexandra was a natural at 
this.  She was named Rookie 
of the Year for both the GTA 
and Canada in her first year, 

when she exceeded her target by 185 per cent, as measured by the 
income she brought in for Hays.  During her initial 9 months with 
Hays she was promoted to Account Manager and after 18 months 
she moved into a Team Lead position, quickly moving up the ranks 
within the organization. 

So, one would naturally think that Alexandra had found her niche.  
But actually, ever since her time at Dalhousie, she has been 
contemplating becoming a lawyer.  Thus, in 2016, she applied 
for and was accepted at Edinburgh for the accelerated LL.B.  This 
is a two-year degree open to individuals already holding an 
undergraduate degree.  She had the good fortune to find a superb 
private residence, not associated with the University of Edinburgh, 
but available only to students, where she was able to meet 
students from all the universities in the city.  She became the class 
representative for her year, which meant she got to know a lot of 
students and faculty and be involved in a lot of social events.  It also 
led to her becoming the President of the Graduate Law Society in her 
second year.  Under her lead, the society organized many social and 
academic events, including the first Graduate Law Society Robbie 
Burns dinner and ceilidh at the Ghillie Dhu, and the Graduate Law 
Society students vs. faculty pub quiz night.  This role also gave her 
a seat at the table when the University was dealing with issues such 
as the faculty strike in 2018.  It was a fine way to develop one’s 
administrative skills and political judgement. 

Alexandra spent relatively little time on the sports fields of 
Edinburgh, although soccer games involving law students were fun.  
Instead, free time was spent exploring Scotland and Europe.  She 
particularly enjoyed her time spent in Portugal, France and Greece. 
Ryanair had acquired another captive client. 

On graduating from Edinburgh in 2018, Hays was quick to offer 
Alexandra her current job.  As they are aware that her ultimate 
goal is to enter into the legal world as a lawyer, they have offered 
her a flexible contract position until June 2019 which allows her to 
work and study for her conversion exams (National Committee on 
Accreditation exams). Hopefully, by this coming June, she will be 
ready to do her articling.  She is still weighing the merits of estate 
law and corporate law.  Whatever she opts for, any right-minded 
law firm should snap her up!  One day, she will be president of their 
company!

EDUCT welcomes Alexandra.  

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish 
authors? How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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decided she would like 
to become a lawyer 
eventually but also 
realized that once she 
started into her law 
studies there would be 
no break.  So she wisely 
decided to satisfy her 
urge to travel while she 
could.  Thus she took 
a series of jobs that 
enabled her to do just 
that.  They ranged from 
being an administrator in 
a health clinic, working 
in a pilates studio, and 
spending the standard 
post-grad time as a 
waitress.

The travels took her 
everywhere.  Most 
memorable were six 
weeks sailing in the 
Caribbean with her 
family, three months 
backpacking alone in 
Southern and East Africa, 
and another long trip 
with six girlfriends around 
Europe until the money 
ran out!  She felt perfectly safe.  Perhaps her parents felt otherwise, 
but fortunately Carolyn and her elder sister, Ally, had already done 
enough exploring to effectively shock-proof their parents and thus 
prepare them for Carolyn’s exploits. 

With some of the wanderlust addressed, Carolyn decided in 2016 to 
pursue her LL.B.  She opted for the two-year, accelerated, graduate 
LL.B. at Edinburgh partly because she has UK citizenship, partly 
because she had heard what a magnificent city Edinburgh is, and 
partly because of the solid reputation of the Law School.  She had no 
expectations of Edinburgh and thus the experience was an ongoing 
delight. 

At Edinburgh, Carolyn first joined the weight-lifting club and 
then, in her second year, began throwing her weight around and 
became Vice-President of the Graduate Law Society.  This was 
when Alexandra Szabo-Day, another Canadian who has also just 
joined EDUCT, was serving as President.  Indeed, they shared a flat 
together in their second year.  And, of course, there was also a lot 
more traveling while at Edinburgh. 

Now back in Toronto, Carolyn is hard at work on those exams.  If all 
goes well she should be ready to do her articling as of this coming 
July. Currently, her preference is to pursue criminal law.  

EDUCT welcomes Carolyn and trusts she will be around a long time 
to keep us out of trouble.

Carolyn Gandy

Carolyn Gandy is a budding 
lawyer.  As with any graduate 
of law at the University of 
Edinburgh, who wishes to 
practise in Canada but who 
has not taken a law degree 
in Canada, one has to pursue 
further studies in order to then 
undertake one’s articling prior 
to being able to practise law.  
Carolyn is now in the process of 
taking the eight requisite exams.  
At the same time, she is holding 
down two jobs.

Firstly, Carolyn is employed at 
a boutique criminal law firm, 
where she undertakes a variety 
of tasks, ranging from legal 
research to assisting lawyers in 
court. 

Secondly, Carolyn is also working 
part-time as a court reporter. 
She works for a company that 
facilitates pre-trial civil litigation 
examinations- getting them on 
the record and transcribed in 
preparation for court. 

Carolyn grew up in Etobicoke and 
attended Etobicoke Collegiate 
Institute.  She chose Queen’s 
University for her undergraduate 
degree – a B.A. Hons. in English 
Literature and Language, with 
a minor in Religion, which she 
notes is the study of religions, 
and not theology.  Among her 
happiest memories of Queen’s 
was the time spent in the 
summer after her second year, 
when she had the opportunity 
to attend summer school at 
Herstmonceaux Castle, in 
Sussex, in England.  The castle 
is owned by Queen’s and time 
spent there actually counts 
towards one’s degree!  Yes, the 
castle is a true castle in that it 
is a bit cold and damp.  But the 
courses are excellent.  Carolyn 
loved being able to study 
Shakespeare there and attend 
the Shakespearian theatre in 
London. 

On graduating from Queen’s 
in 2013, Carolyn had already 

Carolyn Gandy
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Dr. Elizabeth Ewan, a graduate 
of the University of Edinburgh 
(Ph.D. in Scottish History, 
1985) is Professor of History 
and Scottish Studies, at the 
University of Guelph.  As a 
member of EDUCT she has 
been the speaker at our Annual 
Dinner in 2011 and has written 
articles for us in previous issues 
of EDUCT News.  Your Editor was 
in discussion with her recently 
and learned of her latest books.  
She kindly offered to provide 
us with an introduction to these 
three works.

Engendering Scottish History: 
Elizabeth Ewan Discusses 
Her Three New Collaborative 
Books On Scotland’s History

One of the areas of Scottish 
history that has developed 
rapidly over the last two decades 
is gender history.  The period 
2017-18 brought to fruition 
a number of collaborative 
projects in this field, two of 
them published by University 
of Edinburgh Press.  In 2017 
Professor Lynn Abrams of the 
University of Glasgow and I co-
edited Nine Centuries of Man: 
Manhood and Masculinities in 

Scottish History.  In 2018 the 
United Kingdom celebrated the 
centenary of the first grant of 
suffrage to women (although 
women under the age of 30 
needed to wait another ten years 
to gain the vote) and so it was 
particularly appropriate to be able 
to bring out two new works that 
looked at women and gender.  In 
early 2018 I co-edited, along with 
two graduates of the University of 
Guelph Scottish Studies Program, 
Dr Alice Glaze and Dr. Sierra 
Dye, Gender and Mobility in 
Scotland and Abroad, the fourth 
volume in the Guelph Series in 
Scottish Studies, published by 
the Centre for Scottish Studies 
at the University of Guelph, 
in Ontario, Canada.  Finally, 
November 2018 saw the launch 
of The New Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women, co-edited 
with Rose Pipes, Jane Rendall and Sian Reynolds, by Edinburgh 
University Press in the beautiful surroundings of the Signet Library, 
in Parliament Square, Edinburgh.  The evening included readings by 
the actor and poet Gerda Stevenson from her new book, Quines, a 
collection of poems on individual women from Scottish history, and 
by the musical performance, by the Plaidsong duo, of songs by and 
about Scottish women. 

The study of gender is not only the study of women.  Gendered 
expectations of behaviour affect men as well as women.  Scottish 
history is full of masculine heroes and stereotypes – William Wallace 
and Robert Bruce, the kilted warrior and Highland soldier, the 
Glasgow hard man, and others.  Nine Centuries of Man looks at 
how differing ideas about 
masculinity have affected 
actual men’s lives over the 
centuries in Scotland, looking 
at how men’s experiences 
affected them as men.  
Among the men examined 
are eleventh and twelfth-
century kings, medieval 
warriors, young men 
subject to the surveillance 
of the Protestant kirk after 
the Reformation of 1560, 
the companions of James 
Boswell in eighteenth-century 
cities, nineteenth-century 
Highlanders and Glasgow 
gang members from the 
second half of the twentieth 
century.  The lives of men 
are studied at work and play, 
in fatherhood and childhood, 
violence and war, commerce 
and love.

BOOKS
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Scotland is known as a land 
of migrants.  Indeed, many 
of the members of EDUCT are 
either emigrants themselves 
or descendants of emigrants.  
Gender and Mobility in Scotland 
and Abroad examines both the 
emigrant and the immigrant 
experience.  Those who left 
Scotland include Isabella Bruce, 
thirteenth-century queen of 
Norway, the merchants and 
their wives who settled in 
seventeenth-century Rotterdam 
and Göteberg, Elizabeth 
MacQuarie, wife of the governor 
of early nineteenth-century 
Australia, and the many mothers 
who accompanied their children 
and gave birth to more in the 
hazardous conditions of the sea 
voyage and pioneer settlement 
of Canada.  Scandinavian-style 
graves provide evidence of 
those who migrated to Scotland 
in the Viking Age, while one 
of Scotland’s most famous 
saints, St Margaret, was also an 
immigrant.  Mobiliity could also 
be temporary as in the case of 
the young Catholic seminarians 
who left Scotland to receive 
training for the priesthood in 
Europe before returning home.  
Others moved within Scotland 
itself, as the experience of the 

seventeenth-
century poet, 
Sileas na 
Ceapaich, 
showed, moving 
from one part 
of Scotland 
to another on 
her marriage.  
Mobility was 
not just 
geographical, 
but also social, 
as demonstrated 
in the changing 
fortunes of 
female school 
teachers or the 
poor families 
who settled 
in Glasgow in 
the nineteenth 
century.  Mobility 
has also been a 
theme in Scottish literature from the travels of Dorothy Dunnett’s 
sixteenth-century Lymond to the recent work of Alasdair Gray, 
James Kelman and A.L. Kennedy.  The book is currently available 
from the Centre of Scottish Studies at the University of Guelph 
(Centre for Scottish Studies publications) and within a few years will 
be freely accessible, along with the other volumes in the series, as 
an open-access digital publication.

Scottish historians are still in the process of uncovering the 
stories of Scotland’s women. The New Biographical Dictionary of 
Scottish Women provides entries of over 1000 of these women, 
with additional information on another 250 within those entries.  
A joint collaboration involving over 270 contributors, the original 
Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women was published in 2006, 
with a paperback edition in 2007.  It has enjoyed some success, 
fostering several other projects in Scottish women’s history, 
including a collaboration between Women’s History Scotland, the 
Glasgow Women’s Library and the Girl Guides to identify local 
monuments and plaques to women.  The web site for Mapping 
Memorials to Women of Scotland now has over 500 entries, 
providing additional information on the women who have been 
memorialized.  The Dictionary has also been used as a resource 
for several exhibitions on women, including nineteenth-century 
women artists and suffragettes.  The New Biographical Dictionary, 
which has revised and updated all original entries where necessary 
and updated its end date from 2004 to 2016, draws on the work 
of another 120 contributors, adding 200 entries to the original 850 
as well as including another 100 women within those entries.  We 
are hopeful that it will act as a resource for many more projects 
on women’s history in Scotland.  Among the new entries are the 
novelist Muriel Spark, the actor Deborah Kerr, Scotland’s first 
policewoman and first female bellringer, a centenarian skier, Olympic 
and world champion sportswomen, and, to keep readers on their 
toes, a spoof entry on a twentieth-century female figure who really 
did exist.  To our delight, Edinburgh University Press decided to 
bring out the volume in paperback, making it moderately affordable 

Clio, Muse of History, from 
Crathes Castle, is featured on 
the back of the Biographical 
Dictionary

The book launch, which enjoyed the Plaidsong 
musical duo singing songs about and by women, 
took place in the Signet Library, which is shown 
here with its stunning ceiling featuring female 
figures looking down on the launch

https://www.uoguelph.ca/arts/scottish/publications/guelph
file:///Users/Ali/Downloads/womenofscotland.org.uk/memorials
file:///Users/Ali/Downloads/womenofscotland.org.uk/memorials
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for Christmas and birthday presents at £35 (unlike the 2006 edition 
which first appeared as a very expensive hardback)!

The study of gender in Scottish history continues to flourish, 
including at the University of Edinburgh from which many of the new 
scholars in the field have graduated.  There are moves in Edinburgh 
itself to increase the number of statues to women (currently 
outnumbered by statues commemorating animals); and the Scottish 
Parliament at Holyrood was one of the first in the world, along with 
Canada, to have a gender-balanced cabinet.  Scotland’s future, as 
well as its past, is in the capable hands of both its women and men.

TREASURER’S REPORT

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

• Jacques Bernier, Québec City, 
Québec.

• Ian Boreyko, Hamilton, Ontario.
• John Donnelly, Marsden, 

Huddersfield, England.
• Leonard J. Evenden, West 

Vancouver, British Columbia. 
evenden@sfu.ca

• Harry Stewart Ferguson, 
Oakville, Ontario.  
cedaroak@cogeco.ca

• George Gordon, Glasgow, 
Scotland.  
g.gordon@strath.ac.uk

• Janette Hannah (née Johnston), 
N.H., USA.  
fhannah_632@comcast.net

• Rosemary Haworth-Booth, 
Devon, England.

• Jim Houston, Vancouver, British 
Columbia. jimhouston@telus.
net

• William A. Howard, San Luis 
Obispo, CA., USA.  
whoward143@aol.com

• David Kemp, Thunder Bay, 
Ontario.  
panddkemp@shaw.ca

• Alan Macpherson, London, 
Ontario.  
amacp.jmacp@gmail.com

• Jon O’Riordan, Victoria, British 
Columbia.  
joriorda@shaw.ca

• Alison Robertson (née Malloch), 
Edinburgh, Scotland.  
alisonr@aol.com

• Peter J. Smith, Edmonton, 
Alberta.  
peterjsmith@shaw.ca

• John K. Stager, Vancouver, 
British Columbia.  
j_jstager@shaw.ca

• Bernard Thraves, Regina, 
Saskatchewan.  
bernard. thraves@uregina.ca

• Margaret Wyeth, Victoria, 
British Columbia.  
mhwyeth@uvic.ca

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. The following 
persons are Carlyle Circle members 
living in Canada who are known to 
EDUCT. We extend our gratitude to 
each of them. If you are a member 
of the Carlyle Circle or know of such 
members, you are encouraged to 
contact us. 

● Gavin Clark and Marie Howes-
Clark, Mississauga, Ontario. 
gavin.clark@utoronto.ca

● Joyce Ferguson, Sackville, N.B. 
redroof@nb.sympatico.ca

● F.H. Kim Krenz, Lakefield, Ontario 
kimkrenz1920@gmail.com

● John M. Last, Ottawa, Ontario
● Sheila Lathe, Toronto  

shlathe@look.ca
● Eric Russell, Victoria, B.C. 

ebruss08@telus.net
 

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited to 
become Honorary Members of EDUCT. 
● Margaret-Ann Armour, Doctor of 

Science margaret-ann.armour@
ualberta.ca

● Margaret Atwood, Doctor of 
Letters. Toronto

● John de Chastelain, Doctor 
honoris causa  
ajgd.dec@sympatico.ca

● Fergus Craik, Doctor of Science in 
Social Science  
fcraik@research.baycrest.org

● Garrett Herman, Doctor of 
Letters, Toronto   
garrett@lomltd.com

● John M. Last, Doctor of Medicine 
honoris causa. Ottawa

● Dorothy E. Smith, Doctor 
of Science in Social Science 
desmith@uvic.ca

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed 
for this year, please send 
your cheque, for $35, payable 
to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
John Krijgsman, at: 11 Crossburn 
Drive, Toronto, ON M3B 2Z3. Or 
pay by INTERAC e-transfer, via 
educt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Chris Valley Ban, President,
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Brittany Howlett, Vice-President
and Communications Director,
(M.Sc. 2012), 519.317.9048
britthowlett@hotmail.com

John Krijgsman, Treasurer 
and Membership Secretary, 
(M.A. Hons 1971), 416.444.4719
jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Immediate 
Past President, (LL.B. 1999), 
416.750.4424 vcn117@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Henri-Lee Stalk, Assistant Editor of 
EDUCT News, (M.A. Hons 2005), 
416.565.1882 hlstalk@gmail.com
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Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the Toronto area. As of 31 
January 2019, we have 154 members, most of whom are 
in the Toronto area, and these are listed below. Most, but 
by no means all, of these are paid-up members. Those 
who have yet to pay this year’s dues are requested to do 
so - see page 25. Based on privacy concerns, we have 
only published e-mail details for those members who 
have provided us with this information.

Anne Abraham 

Vivian Abrahams, abrahamv@queensu.ca

Michael Achong, drmachong@gmail.com

Grant Adam, grantradam@rogers.com

Sam Ajmera, sam.ajmera@gmail.com

Nean Allman, n.allman@sympatico.ca

James Armstrong, jimarmstrong@xplornet.com

Margaret Bain, mjcbain@sympatico.ca

Jonathon Baker, jbaker@lawstudio.ca

Christopher Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net

Mariaveronica Barbuto

Keith Bark, barkk@rogers.com

Annatasha Bartel, kristinagrace@yahoo.com

Suchaet Bhardwaj, suchaet@hotmail.com

Kim Bradley, kimambradley@gmail.com

Paul Bradley, pauljfrbradley@gmail.com

Anne Brusby, abrusby@rogers.com

Grant Buchan-Terrell, grant@gbtlaw.com

Claire Buré, claire.bure@gmail.com

Cheryl Burnett, cheryl.a.burnett@gmail.com

Thomas Card, tywcard@gmail.com

Marko Cirovic, marko.cirovic@ed-alumni.net

Gavin Clark, gavin.clark@utoronto.ca

Agnes Coutinho, agnes.coutinho@guelphhumber.ca

Alison Coventry, allie@wandhome.org

Carys Craig

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, vcn117@gmail.com

Vanessa D’Alessandro, v.n.dalessandro@gmail.com

Hillary Dalton, hdalton@uoguelph.ca

Andrea Das-Wieczorek, andrea.k.das@gmail.com

Jennifer Day   jen.day@sympatico.ca

Ian Dejardin, idejardin@mcmichael.com

Paul Dubé

Nyiri DuCharme 

Ian J.H. Duncan, iduncan@uoguelph.ca

Kirsty Duncan, kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca

Elizabeth Ewan, eewan@uoguelph.ca

Fionna Ferguson, fionna.ferguson@peelsb.com

Frederick Ferguson, frederick.ferguson@gmail.com

Graham Ferguson, graham@ppdeng.com

Joyce Ferguson, redroof@nb.sympatico.ca

George N. Fernando, siromifernando64@gmail.com

Alan Fraser, alan.c.fraser@gmail.com

Carolyn Gandy 

Mark Garlin, garlinma@gmail.com

Joshua Gillespie, joshua.gillespie@algonquinpower.com

Donald Gillies, dgillies@ryerson.ca

Gregory Govedaris,  gg@govedaris.com

Nancy Grant, ngrant@ucalgary.ca

Christine Gude, gude.chris@gmail.com

Keith Hargreaves, kvh1980@gmail.com

Nicole Hastings, nicolehastings@gmail.com

Salam Hawa, salam@salamhawa.ca 

Zoe Hawa, zoe.hawa@international.gc.ca

Alec Hay, alec.hay@utoronto.ca

Con Healy, healy.con@gmail.com

Patrick Hillan, patrickhillan@gmail.com

Ellenor Hine, ehine@yorku.ca

Brittany Howlett, britto7@hotmail.com

William Hudson, williamsdhudson@hotmail.com

Richard Hunt, huntr@mcmaster.ca

James Hunter, jameshunter236@rogers.com

James de P. Hunter, jdephunter@gmail.com

Vanessa Iaboni, v.iaboni@hotmail.com

Ryan Jacobs, mr.r.jacobs@gmail.com

Neena Jain, neenaj@gmail.com

Kevin James, kjames@uoguelph.ca

Eileen Jarman, jarbeck@sympatico.ca

Charles Douglas Jay, cdouglas.jay@utoronto.ca

Bryan Jenkins, bryan.jenkins27@gmail.com

Christopher Kervegant-Tanguy, ckervegant@hotmail.com

Mark Kingwell, mark.kingwell@gmail.com

Kester Kong

Johan Krijgsman, jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com

Jessica Laham, Jessica.Laham@gmail.com

Sheila Lathe, shlathe@look.ca

Madeleine Lefebvre, mjlefebv@ryerson.ca

Willadean Leo, willadeanleo@hotmail.com

Ryan Li, ryanthli92@gmail.com
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Edith Lorimer, edith.mael@gmail.com

Pamela Lucas, lucas52727@gmail.com

Rui Luo, ruiluo2010@gmail.com 

Emily MacIntosh, emily.macintosh@gmail.com

Kevin MacLeod, kevin.macleod@me.com

Jim Macmillan, jimmacm@sympatico.ca

Patricia Main, patricia.main@sympatico.ca

Linda Mason, mmason@bell.net

Colin McCartney, cjlmccartney@gmail.com

David McCulloch, dsmcculloch@gmail.com

Toni McGregor, tonimcg@bell.net

Anne McKellar, robertmckellar@sympatico.ca

Robin McLernon, robin.mclernon@gmail.com

Esther McNeil, esther.mcneil@gmail.com

Bill Middleton, wjmiddle2@gmail.com

Eirini Mihanatzidou, eirini@brillianthearing.ca

Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Natalia Modjeska, nmodjeska@gmail.com

Kalin Moon

Rhonda Moore, rhondamaemoore@gmail.com

Jose Luis Moreno, jose.j.moreno@dupont.com

Joyce Mounsteven, joyce@jmconsulting.ca

David Mowat, davidlmowat@gmail.com

Hanna Nowers, hannanowers@gmail.com

Dana O’Born, pode6230@gmail.com

Rob Ogilvie, robert.a.ogilvie@gmail.com

Lindsay Oliver, lindsaydoliv@gmail.com

Kelly Orr, orr.kell@gmail.com

Vasie Papadopoulos, vasiep@icloud.com

Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net

Griffin Peloso, griffinpeloso1@gmail.com

Rosalind Peters, rosmpeters@hotmail.com

Rosemary Petrie, rpetrie293@gmail.com 

Josipa Petrunic, josipapetrunic@gmail.com

Rani Pooran, rani.pooran@gmail.com

Darren Rafter, rafter.darren@gmail.com

Margaret Reid, margaret.reid66@yahoo.ca

Aaron W. Rifkind, awrifkind@yahoo.ca

Natalie Rochon, nrochon@environicspr.com

Edwin Rowse

Eric Russell, ericbrussell14@gmail.com

Rachel Sachs, rannesachs@gmail.com

Christine Saunders, christine.d.saunders@gmail.com

Caitlin Scott, caitlinvscott@outlook.com

Siddhant Shah, shahsiddhantj@gmail.com

Jenna Shelley, jenna.ks@gmail.com

Yana Shirman, yanashirman@gmail.com

Elliott Simpson, ellsimpson@deloitte.ca

Julia Smachylo, jsmachylo@gmail.com

Anthony Smart, lasmart@sympatico.ca

Elizabeth Smart, eamsmart@gmail.com

Brittany Smith, brittanysteelesmith@gmail.com

Roger Smith, roger.smith@uhn.ca

Kate Snedeker, kgsneds@mac.com

Henri-Lee Stalk, hlstalk@gmail.com

Michael Strizic, michael.strizic@gmail.com

Alexandra Szabo-Day, Alexandra.Szabo@hays.com

Fraser Taylor, drftaylor@gmail.com

Elisa Tersigni, elisa.tersigni@gmail.com

Ronald Thomson, rt@cameronthomson.com

Fiona Tompkinson, fibruce@gmail.com

Sarah Tulley, sarahetulley@gmail.com

Asli Tuncalp, aslituncalp@hotmail.com

Scott Vaughan

Anna Voineskos, avoineskos@bell.net

Evelyn Wallace, evelyn-wallace@rogers.com

Caroline Warnock, cwrx@hotmail.com

Michael Weinberger, michael.e.weinberger@gmail.com

Ann Wilkie, ann@agwilkie.ca

Scott Wilson, swilson@mcleanhallmark.com

Claire Wright, nandcwright@rogers.com

Noel Wright, nandcwright@rogers.com

Henry Yeung, hyeung2130@gmail.com

Shirley Yeung, sevyeung@hotmail.com

Yi Zhao, yzhao0303@gmail.com

 
To request changes to your listing, or if your name has 
been inadvertently omitted from the list, please contact 
Brittany Howlett britthowlett@hotmail.com. 

EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, 
May and September. Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor: simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for graphic design and layout
www.alexsayers.com
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