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Issue 48 September 2018

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

EDUCT’s first gathering was at 
Campbell House in 2003.  Over 
the years I have watched the 
club grow and I have enjoyed the 
community and camaraderie of our 
membership.  This has been due, 
in large part, to the leadership and 
commitment of our Board.  Now I 
have the honour to take its helm.

We have recently enjoyed a talk 
by Gavin McLachlan (see p.4) 
and assisted in the welcoming 
of new students (see p.5) – this 
latter event bringing back fond 
recollections of an earlier time.  It 
will be a joy to see them return and 
join us.

Looking ahead, do try our “escape 
room” event at Casa Loma - a safe, 
physical adventure game in which 
players solve a problem in a series 
of rooms.  In November, EDUCT 
member Prof. Kevin James will give 
his intriguing talk on “Foreigners, 
Spy Scares and Hotels in World 
War I”.  And in December, at our 
biennial wine tasting, we will toast 
the memories of the past year and 
plan for the next.  As the teetotaler 
in the room, I look forward to 
hearing your ideas for future 
events. 

And, if you haven’t already done 
so, do pay your annual $35 
membership for 2018 (see p. 26 
for details).     

Chris Valley Ban 
chrisban@bell.net

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

Casa Loma Escape Room 

When:  Sunday, 21 October, 2018, 3:45 pm to 5:15 pm.
Where:   Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto.
Details:  The Casa Loma Escape Series is one of Toronto’s most 
popular theatrical escape games.  With live actors, a full sound 
and set design, the game boasts a unique immersive escape game 
experience.   EDUCT has opted for King of the Bootleggers.  
Cost:   $40 + HST.  You must book online at the Casa Loma 
Escape Series website using a credit card.  Please make sure that 
you choose the correct date, time and game (simply click on the 
“pick date” button to open the calendar).  
Once you’ve booked, send an email to britthowlett@hotmail.com so 
that we know who is coming.
Info:   Brittany Howlett, britthowlett@hotmail.com 519-317-9048

“Foreigners, Spy Fever and Hotels in World War I”

When: Tuesday, 13 November, 2018, 6:30 pm.
Where: The Friends House (Quakers), 60 Lowther Avenue, Toronto, 
M5R 1C7 (2 blocks north from St. George subway on Bedford).
Details: Our speaker is EDUCT member Professor Kevin James, 
of the Centre for Scottish Studies, University of Guelph, who has 
written extensively on the history of tourism and travel.  
Cost: $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-member alumni 
and guests.
Info: Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011
    

EDUCT Wine Tasting                                     

When: Thursday, 6 December, 2018, 7:00 pm.
Where: Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 
Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details: Our favourite sommelier, Igal Amsallem, will take us on 
a Tour de France with six red wines.  Cheeses to complement the 
wines will be at hand.   
Cost: $40 for members and guests; $45 for non-member alumni 
and guests. 
Info: Paul Bradley, pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  416-464-9771

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto?  
Please pass this newsletter on to anyone who might be interested

Continued on page 2
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The 2019 Burns Nightcap                             

When: Thursday, 24 January 2019, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (1 day 
before Burns). 
Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at 
Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.
Details:  All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost: TBA.
Info: Henri-Lee Stalk, hlstalk@gmail.com   416-565-1882 and 
Brittany Howlett, britthowlett@hotmail.com   519-317-9048

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   

When: Wednesday, 6 March, 2019, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
Where: TBA, in central Toronto.
Details: The University is the organizer of this information session 
for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will 
provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  
All EDUCT members are welcome to attend to help answer questions 
from students and their parents during the reception. 
Info: Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca  
416-598-5856  and 
Henri-Lee Stalk, hlstalk@gmail.com   416-565-1882

EDUCT Annual Dinner

When:  Friday, 29 March 2019, 6:30 pm. 
Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 
Toronto.
Details: Professor Charlie Jeffery, Senior Vice-Principal, University 
of Edinburgh, will be our after-dinner speaker.  Charlie’s theme will 
be Identity Politics in the UK: Brexit and Post-Brexit. 
Cost: $90 for members and guests; $95 for non-member alumni 
and guests. 
Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Annual General Meeting 

When: A Saturday or Sunday in late May or early June 2019. 
Where: TBA, but in central Toronto. 
Details: There is no charge for the AGM. 
Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net  416-489-2011

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees for 2018 were due in January.  

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 26 for details.

We now take INTERAC e-transfers.

Continued from page 1

 
Promoting Your Event
If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow 
alumni in the GTA, please get in 
touch with our Communications 
Officer, Brittany Howlett, 
britthowlett@hotmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn 
or Facebook to submit your 
information directly to participating 
members through these networks.
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EDUCT’s AGM Sees Two New 
Members Join the Board
by Simon Miles

EDUCT held its AGM on Saturday 
9th June 2018, immediately 
following the Board’s meeting 
with the five students visiting 
us from Edinburgh.  As with 
most AGMs, there was the usual 
pedestrian business that had to 
be dealt with.  However, worthy 
of note for the history books 
was the assumption by Chris 
Valley Ban of the President’s 
office, that was being vacated 
by Victoria Crewe-Nelson, the 
elevation of Brittany Howlett to 
the office of Vice-President, while 
continuing her role as Director 
of Communications, and the 
departure of Paul Bradley and his 
replacement with two new Board 
members.

Although Chris was one of the 
first of our members to be the 
subject of a formal profile in 
this newsletter, it is appropriate 
to provide a thumbnail sketch 
of him now.  Chris was born in 
Montreal, moved to Nashville 
when nine, and attended Lake 
Forest College, Illinois, for his 
B.A. in history and politics.  He 
then went to Edinburgh, in 
1989, to pursue his M.Sc. in 
Legal Studies.  But this was 
just to further his education.  
On return to Canada, he chose 
to settle in Toronto, where he 
began to pursue his interest 
in film production.  He is now 
an independent producer and 
director of documentaries and 
film dramas.  The emphasis has 
been on films of an artistic bent.  
Some of us had the opportunity 
to see his feature length film 
Behind the Bohemian Embassy, 
which documented the heyday of 
a famous ‘Sixties and ‘Seventies 
coffee house in Toronto that 
nurtured the careers of some 
of Canada’s most famous poets 
and songwriters (“Canada’s 
wordiest landmark.”).  Other 
productions have looked at such 
themes as the lives of creative 
artists, the history of an art form 

and country, and social issue pieces.   Chris joined the Board of 
EDUCT, as our Treasurer, in 2012, and became Vice-President, while 
continuing as Treasurer, in 2016.    

Paul had been a Director of EDUCT since our first Board meeting in 
2002.  He served us so well in so many ways.  He was our second 
President, at a time when we were still doing most things for the 
first time.  He was exceedingly generous in providing us with 
meeting space for the many years that he and his colleagues ran 
Fraser Mackenzie.  He was an excellent Director of Communications, 
in that he had a complete grasp of the communications technologies 
that were of value to us.  He was sanguine in his advice on the vast 
range of issues that came before the Board.  He had the organization 
of wine and whisky tastings down pat.  And, above all, he was a 
delight to work with.

Paul has left the Board only because he is becoming more and more 
engaged with the new business that he has started with his brother, 
who is another Edinburgh graduate and who is currently based 
in Edinburgh.  They are currently launching a service designed to 
help universities manage and monitor their sprawling collections of 
websites.  His start-up’s service helps universities to improve the 
experience of visiting their websites, enhances site security and data 
privacy and ensures legal and regulatory compliance of the written 
content spread across these institutions’ ‘web estates’. 

Of course, Paul has made it clear that we can always call upon him 
at any time for his assistance.   And thus we already have him 
organizing our next wine tasting in December.

Joining the Board are John Krijgsman and Henri-Lee Stalk.

John is actually rejoining the Board.  He was a very valued Treasurer 
from 2005 to 2007.  Further, he has the advantage of being retired 
and, better yet, a retired banker. Thus, when we were looking for 
a new Treasurer to replace Chris Valley Ban, John was an obvious 
choice.  Fortunately, he agreed with our choice! 

Henri-Lee has recently completed her doctorate (2018) and law 
degree (2014) at the University of Hawaii and returned to Toronto.  
Her dissertation focused on examining therapist-selected targets and 
practices when treating sexual behavior problems in children.

While completing her PhD, Henri-Lee was already involved in 
consulting work.  Now she is a full-time interdisciplinary consultant 
in Toronto, which is giving her the opportunity to work internationally 
on a range of behavioral science issues across industries.  Henri-Lee 
has taken on a new role on the Board, that of Assistant Editor of the 
EDUCT News, something very much welcomed by me as Editor!

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? 
How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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get on the digital camera band wagon.  And as the market shifted 
from film to digital, which incidentally made that streaming of video 
possible, Kodak virtually disappeared from the marketplace.  

Gavin also wanted to convey the speed at which things may 
change when a new technology is introduced.  He illustrated this 
by reference to online shopping.  He noted the increasing impact of 
e-commerce penetration from 2012 to 2017.  In almost all areas, 
from software to footwear, there is an incremental, sometimes 
sizeable, increase in what people purchase online.  Interestingly, 
however, despite this fact, people still like to buy their groceries 
in a physical store.  The high street will survive to allow people to 
purchase those items they like to inspect in person.

Against this backdrop, Gavin then examined the impact of this digital 
disruption in higher education.  Here Gavin sees the disruption 
expressing itself through a number of different factors, including 
the process of disintermediation or, in simpler terms, the removal of 
intermediaries or a middleman in the making of a transaction.  This 
could lead to a  paradigm shift within Higher Education.  One can 
understand this concept most easily by considering ride services 
such as Uber or Lyft.  In addition, in the world of higher education 
student expectations change dramatically in favour of immediate 
service, personalization, and the instant, online acquisition of 
knowledge and skills.  

Our conception of the price and value of a university education is 
also changing.  This impacts how and what we are taught and is a 
potential threat to traditional instruction.  It may become necessary 
for universities to eventually adapt or leverage a larger digital 
educational  ecosystem through global platforms geared towards 
increased online education.  Universities are having to consolidate 
their interests, possibly by joining forces in order to face some 
very large competitors.  In essence, these consolidated platforms 
compete on a global scale.  Some universities are already well 
ahead in this competition.  Penn State has developed an online 
education with 85 of its degrees; their world campus supports 

Gavin McLachlan Talks to 
EDUCT on The Future of 
Education
by Chris Valley Ban 

On Tuesday, 21 August 2018, 
EDUCT had the pleasure of 
hearing from Gavin McLachlan, 
the Chief Information Officer 
and Librarian to the University 
of Edinburgh on the subject of 
lifelong learning, digital learning 
and the use, threats and 
disruptive effects of technology 
in education.  For the first time, 
we met in the dining room of 
the Quaker-run Friends House 
on Lowther Avenue.  It was a 
perfect setting and, even though 
this was the season for cottage 
and vacation escape, we had a 
roomful of curious attendees.  

The relationship of technology 
to education has leapt to the 
forefront in recent years.  Before 
we can begin to understand this 
development, we must take a 
few steps back in time.  Gavin is 
good at using simple illustrations 
to highlight his points.  To 
underscore his point about the 
need to recognize the power of 
technology to make or break a 
company or an institution, Gavin 
told us a couple of stories.  

First, we all remember 
Blockbuster, which in its day 
dominated the bricks and mortar 
video retail industry.  When the 
streaming of video came along, 
its early poor quality did not 
threaten Blockbuster’s business 
model.  Competition arose when 
Netflix learned how to compress 
video and offer a superior 
streamed product.  Customers 
chose convenience and easy 
accessibility, which led to the 
demise of Blockbuster and rise 
of Netflix.  

Second, there is the experience 
of Kodak. The company 
dominated the film camera 
market from approximately 
1900 to 1975.  Then digital 
cameras were introduced.  
Kodak, whose money was made 
in manufacturing film, did not 

Gavin McLachlan (left) is welcomed by Chris Valley Ban
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operations, such as those on the heart, can be explored without the 
use of a scalpel.

At the same time, there is a pedagogic revolution underway as well.  
What is known as ‘distance learning at scale’ cracks open a new way 
to learn about learning.  Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) and 
similar large-scale, online learning platforms give rare insight into 
a learner’s behaviour while learning.  This enables a change in the 
scale of learning with quality results in the delivery of personalized 
education in everything from automated assessments and e-exams, 
to the use of lecture recording in a virtual learning environment.  
We can learn anywhere and at any time, with learning analytics 
constantly harvesting data about ourselves and analyzing, in more 
structured and meaningful ways, the details of our interactions in 
our online learning activities.  

This digital educational ecosystem should be constructed to be self-
supporting and mutually enhancing.  It enables blended learning, a 
hybrid that combines online digital media with traditional classroom 
methods.  In this ecosystem more profitable components, such as 
Distance Learning at Scale, help to fund and support an increase in 
quality and activity in other components, such as Blended Learning.  
All components of this ecosystem create and reuse digital education 
material and leverage central platforms, skills, and capabilities that 
engage employers, alumni and new students.

This talk was a fascinating and rich introduction to the future 
of education.  There were a lot of new concepts and ideas to 
digest.  We finished with a Q&A and a short video about the special 
collections at the library.  Gavin was bombarded with questions from 
a stimulated audience; unfortunately, we eventually had to bring the 
evening to a close.  We all deeply appreciated, and benefited from, 
Gavin taking the time to share his knowledge and insight in this 
engaging presentation. 

New Students Prepare for Exciting Adventures at Edinburgh
by Henri-Lee Stalk

The pre-departure event for new students at Edinburgh was held 
at Branksome Hall on August 23rd.  Prior to learning more about 
the University, newly admitted students and alumni had time to 
introduce each other to one another over drinks and canapes. 

35 undergraduate and 50 
postgraduate degrees.  Stanford 
has a significant online offering.  
Edinburgh is also a major 
online University with over 60 
online Masters’ degrees.  And 
in this evolving landscape the 
universities face competition 
from adjacent markets where 
many skills can be learnt online 
by commercial providers, such 
as Lynda.com, an American 
online education company 
providing digital skills video 
courses featuring industry 
experts in software, creative, 
and business skills.  Lynda.
com has now been bought by 
Microsoft, which has not hidden 
its long-term ambitions in the 
education market. 

Can you pick and choose the 
skills you want to acquire 
from a course?  In this age of 
unbundling, entrepreneurs can 
take away market share from 
the university by providing users 
with “just the bit they need, the 
bit they value most, instead of 
the whole package. Think Spotify 
or iTunes.”

With this digital disruption in 
higher education we see key 
emerging technologies that 
may well have an impact in the 
future.  Blockchain can facilitate 
trust and empower owners 
- in this instance students, 
graduates and universities - by 
providing definitive certification 
and proof of learning.  With the 
internet of things, if everyone is 
connected to the cloud through 
their various devices, educators 
can follow the progress of each 
student individually and know 
who requires more attention.  
Artificial intelligence can help 
identify weaknesses in the 
classroom setting and let the 
teacher know when certain 
subjects need to be gone over 
again.  3D scanning can enhance 
the education experience by 
allowing the student and teacher 
to interact directly with the 
thing they are learning about.  
For example, difficult medical 

Caitlin Scott was passionate in 
her portrayal of the University

Scott McQuarrie provided an 
enthusiastic welcome
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Scott McQuarrie, an International 
Officer for the University of 
Edinburgh Alumni Services and 
an alumnus of the University 
(2000, B.A. (Hons) Leisure 
Studies), gave a thorough 
presentation on behalf of the 
University and provided students 
with critical information to help 
them successfully immerse 
themselves in their studies 
and Scotland’s culture.  He 
covered a variety of interesting 
topics including travel and visa 
information, packing checklists, 
and social and academic 
support activities.  He shared 
many stunning photographs 
of the University campus, the 
city of Edinburgh and student 
social events.  A lively debate 
was sparked between alumni 
members on whether one 
photograph showcased the 
Meadows or the Edinburgh golf 
course.  Scott concluded his 
talk by highlighting that, for the 
past four years, the University 
of Edinburgh has been the top 
British university Canadian 
students have chosen to attend.

Following Scott’s talk, Caitlin 
Scott (2018, M.A. (Hons) 
International Business), an 
international student from 
Toronto, who graduated this 
year, captivated the audience 
with her honest and heartfelt 
speech on her undergraduate 
experience at the University.  
She conveyed the importance 
of remaining “open-minded and 

embracing cultural differences” when studying abroad.  She found 
keeping her Pollock Hall room door propped open allowed her to 
meet many new people.  She recommended students get involved 
in Sports Union activities to find likeminded peers and shared how 
she learned how to play water polo by joining the University team.  
Finally, she highlighted how much she has missed her friends, the 
city and the school since returning home.  We understand how 
Caitlin must feel and we hope to create more memories for her at 
future EDUCT events.

Victoria Crewe-Nelson (1999, LL.B. Law) and Brittany Howlett (2012, 
English Language) both did a beautiful job elaborating, from their 
perspectives, many of the points raised by Caitlin.  They shared how 
they too became involved in university activities and how this helped 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson’s love of 
Edinburgh was infectious 

Brian and Linda Mason with their daughter, Lauren, who will be 
studying Osteoarchaeology for her M.Sc.

Callum MacPherson, who will be pursuing his M.A. (Hons) in 
International Business, and his father Ian
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George Oprescu-Havriliuc with his son George, 
who will be pursuing both an LL.B and a French 
Language Certificate over the next four years, with 
the third year in France

Muhammad Nabeel (right) will be undertaking 
his studies for his LL.B. graduate degree, with 
alumnus Griffin Peloso, who received the same 
degree in 2017

Gabriela Ansari-Correa will be studying for 
her M.Sc. in Carbon Management

Lauren Richardson (centre right), who will be 
pursuing her LL.B. graduate degree, is welcomed 
by three other law graduates: (from left) Michael 
Weinberger, Chris Valley Ban and Victoria Crewe-
Nelson

Sunny Panchal (second from left), who will pursue his 
M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence, is joined by his brother, 
Raj, and two alumni, Brittany Howlett (centre right) and 
Erica Russell

Dana MacPherson (centre), who will be studying for her 
M.Sc. in Criminology and Criminal Justice, and her mother, 
Maureen, are welcomed by alumnus Simon Miles 
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them feel at home while living 
abroad. 

Astoundingly, all the invited 
alumni speakers discussed 
their vivid memories of saying 
goodbye to their mothers and 
their accompanying feelings of 
excitement, fear and courage 
as they realized they had 
to embrace their peers, the 
British academic experience 
and traditions to fully enjoy 
the privilege of studying at the 
University of Edinburgh.

After the speakers wrapped 
up, alumni and newly admitted 
students spent time mingling and 
socializing.  Alumni members 
enjoyed hearing how excited 
the students were to attend the 
University and provided them 
with tips and tricks to maximize 
their success.  

The photographs taken on the 
day clearly show the passion 
of our guest speakers, the joy 
of the students as they set 
out on this new adventure and 
the happiness felt by alumni 
in welcoming them to the 
University community. 

Dinner With David McClay
by Simon Miles

David McClay is the Philanthropy 
Manager for the Library and 
University Collections at the 
University of Edinburgh.  David 
happened to be in Toronto on 
other business in late August 
and kindly offered to meet with 
the Board.  Although August is 
a hard time to guarantee Board 
presence in Toronto, three of us 
– Chris Valley Ban, Alan Pearson 
and I – were able to have dinner 
with David.  Given his interests, 
we also invited Elisa Tersigni, an 
EDUCT member who has a great 
interest in rare books.

David appears to be the perfect 
person for the task of raising 
money to enable the University 

to catalogue, maintain, exhibit, digitize and ensure access to its 
extensive collections and to be ready to acquire new items of great 
interest when they become available.  His background is in the field 
of historical and cultural collections; he is passionate about the 
collections he is working to conserve; he is a font of information on 
each of the collections; and, he has a fine way with words. 

We heard stories about the significant collections of Scottish legal 
documents; for example, the printed Scottish Court of Session 
papers, held in Edinburgh and in the US, including the University of 
Virginia. With over 6,000 volumes of detailed content it is arguably 
the largest and most significant unpublished source for Scottish 
history. We also heard stories about the Australian government’s 
interest in Scottish records as a source of information on those who 
originally settled Australia.  And we heard the story of Google’s 
attempt to digitize the world’s books and some of the opposition to 
this. 

David McClay at the carillon at the University of Toronto
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EDUCT Hosts Five Edinburgh Students for the Pilot of the 
Global Insights Programme
by Simon Miles

As recent articles in the print media have been making clear, 
universities are having to compete more for their students.  The 
University of Edinburgh fares well in this regard, but understandably 
it wants to keep improving its standing in the eyes of prospective 
students.  The University is particularly sensitive to student ratings 
relative to student experience and to employability upon graduation.  
In an effort to improve its standing with respect to both concerns, 
but especially employability, the University decided to run a pilot 
of what it calls its Global Insights Programme.  The overall goal of 
the GIP is to enhance the student experience and employability, 
and support the University’s efforts in what it calls ‘Widening 
Participation’, that is, enhancing opportunities for those students 
who come from disadvantaged backgrounds of various kinds.  The 
GIP is designed to offer students an opportunity to connect with 
alumni across the world.  As the University puts it, the GIP aims to 
encourage short periods of safe and supported career, workplace and 
cultural exploration, to inspire, grow confidence, build social capital 
and strengthen employability.  The University sees it as a progamme 
to enable students to make the most of the personal development 
opportunities on offer.

EDUCT agreed to be one of five alumni clubs, each of which would 
host five students for a week.  The other four clubs are those in 
Brussels, London, New York and Washington.  Our students arrived 
in early June.  On Sunday, 3 June, we welcomed them at a garden 
party that our then-President, Victoria Crewe-Nelson, generously 
hosted at her mother’s house in Riverdale.  This gave the students 
a chance to meet some of the alumni who were to be hosting them 
during the week, plus other alumni who wanted to contribute to the 
students’ overall experience of Toronto.

What came across from his many 
stories were: the importance 
of the collections to the 
University in its research and 
teaching; the efforts to provide 
increased public awareness of, 
and access to, the collections; 
and, understandably, the need 
for funds to better support the 
work of the conservators and 
cataloguers of all the collections, 
and interpreters of ancient and 
rare texts and illustrations in 
manuscripts.

Having Elisa with us was an 
added benefit.  Elisa, who 
graduated from Edinburgh with 
her M.Sc. in Material Cultures 
and the History of the Book, 
finished her Ph.D. this year at 
the University of Toronto.  Since 
then, she has just completed 
a post-doc at the University 
of Manchester and has now 
moved on to another research 
post in Washington, DC.  Her 
research involves her delving 
into rare books for her work on 
the influence of the Reformation 
on the English Language.  She 
expects to publish a book, 
based on her thesis, although 
it may be a while before we 
see it.  Drawing on her own 
experience, Elisa was thus able 
to underscore the value of the 
University’s collections for the 
work of students and faculty 
members.  And, as a footnote, 
Elisa very kindly introduced 
David to the carillon that she has 
been playing at the University 
of Toronto.  The carillon is of 
particular interest given that 
there are only nine that are 
playable currently in Canada. 

David kindly left us with copies 
of the “Directory of Collections 
– The University of Edinburgh”, 
which is a splendid introduction 
to many of the collections.  We 
asked David to introduce EDUCT 
members to the Directory in 
a short article.  He graciously 
obliged.  See the Books Section 
for his article.

We hope to have both David and 
Elisa back to speak to us all.

The students* and members of the Board at their final meeting.  
From left to right: Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Keira Lynch*, Alan 
Pearson, Felicity Rodger*, James Reddish*, Abigail Swann*, Simon 
Miles, Aayush Bashyal*, Brittany Howlett, Chris Valley Ban
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Over the next five business days 
we arranged ten meetings with 
ten ‘employer hosts’.  All five 
students travelled as a group 
and thus met with all ten of the 
hosts.  We are eternally grateful 
to each of the hosts for having 
given time, thought and effort 
to welcoming the students 
and giving them the benefit 
of their experience in making 
their way from their Edinburgh 
experience to their current jobs 
and elaborating on what those 
jobs entail and what they call 
for by way of skills, etc.  The 
ten hosts were: Anna Voineskos, 
Olga Morawczynski, Kalin Moon, 
Brittany Howlett, Victoria Crewe-
Nelson, Claire Buré, Agnes 
Coutinho, Juneeja Varghese, 
Dana O’Born and Sam Ajmera. 

At the end of the week, on the 
Saturday, we arranged for the 
students to meet with the EDUCT 
Board to respond to a number 
of questions that we had put to 
them prior to their arrival here.  
This session enabled the Board 
to gain a better understanding 
as to what the students felt they 
had gained from the week. 

The Board then submitted 
its own assessment of the 
pilot of the Programme to the 
University.  We understand that, 
in September, the University 
will be having a final round of 
meetings with the 25 students 
who participated in the pilot.  
Given that there may have 
been variations in the way 
the students were exposed to 
employment opportunities in 
other cities, it could make for 
some interesting conclusions.

We look forward to hearing about the findings based on the feedback 
from all of the participating students and all five clubs.  We will 
report on the University’s conclusions from this pilot and what it 
decides to do, if anything, to take this Programme further.

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Professor Felicity Callard 
to deliver the J. Wreford Watson Lecture 
by Simon Miles

The Institute of Geography has just announced that Dr Felicity 
Callard, Professor of Social Research and Director of the Birkbeck 
Institute for Social Research, at Birbeck College, University of 
London, will deliver the 2018 J. Wreford Watson Lecture, on 28 
November this year.  The lecture is supported by the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  It is held every two years and 
the speakers alternate between those from within and outwith 
Geography.  A geographer, who also has a degree in English 
literature, Professor Callard works in psychosocial studies.  She 
will talk about the recent academic strike action in the UK, its 
geographies and its implications. 

There is also good news on the investment front: in this reporting 
period the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund has enjoyed an 
increase in unit price.  Thus we are pleased to report that, as of the 
end of July 2018, the total investment in the Fund stood at £81,498.  
We have hit Eighty!

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the 
next milestone of £90,000 would be much appreciated by all in 
Edinburgh.  

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: More Good News
by Simon Miles

Like the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, in this reporting period 
the EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund has enjoyed an increase in 
unit price. Thus we are pleased to report that, as of the end of July 
2018, the total investment in the Fund stood at £174,038. 

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions.

 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto. “Educt” is a word 
which means, in the language 
of chemists: “A body separated 
by decomposition from another.” 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and 
news. We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether 
you have just returned from an interesting trip or have a memory 
you wish to share with your fellow EDUCT Members, we would 
love to hear from you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the 
EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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A Balanced Approach to Math 
Instruction in Ontario 
by Sarah Tulley

Editor’s Note: Sarah Tulley is 
a Vice-Principal in the York 
Region District School Board.  
As someone who has given 
considerable thought to the 
teaching of math, Sarah was 
the obvious person to turn to 
for an elaboration of this issue 
of fundamental importance to 
Ontario.

In his throne speech, our 
new Premier announced that 
he would be scrapping the 
“discovery math” curriculum in 
Ontario.  There has been lots 
of discussion recently about 
this so-called style of teaching 
math and the impact it has on 
student learning.  Also known as 
problem-based learning, inquiry-
based learning, constructivist 
math, or an open-ended problem 
solving approach, there is no 
shortage of popular opinion on 
this topic, as dissenters yearn to 
go “back to basics” and employ a 
model of direct instruction. 

This debate becomes 
unnecessarily divisive.  Even 
employing the labels “discovery 
math” or “direct instruction” 
suggests a math programme 
in which one approach is used 
exclusively.  This is rarely, if 
ever, the case.  While teachers 
or a curriculum may certainly 
be inspired by one approach, it 

would be virtually impossible to teach math using only one of these 
approaches and therefore it is unlikely that any math classroom in 
Ontario is wholly discovery or direct instruction-based.

Engaging in this deliberation is reminiscent of the “Reading Wars” 
of the 1980s and 1990s, during which educators debated the merits 
of whole language versus phonics-based reading instruction.  Whole 
language has parallels to discovery math, in that they are both 
based on the premise of constructivism.  Phonics-based programmes 
may be linked to the direct instruction model, in that they are 
both based on the belief that students must be explicitly taught 
the foundational tools of language and mathematics.  Another 
similarity between phonics and direct math instruction is that they 
have emerged as backlash, particularly when there are concerns 
that constructivist approaches leave certain students, such as those 
learning English as a second language, with gaps in their knowledge. 

The vast majority of Ontario educators now strive to deliver a 
balanced literacy programme in which the best strategies from each 
approach are used, depending on individual student needs and the 
skill or topic being taught.  A language programme would be lacking 
in efficacy if the educator were to lean too far towards one approach, 
and the same can be said for how math is taught.

Currently, the grade one to grade eight math curriculum is 
designed to be taught in a balanced manner.  Specific curriculum 
expectations outline the skills students need to know (e.g., in grade 
five, students learn to multiply two-digit numbers by two-digit 
numbers) and in many cases, specify how students will arrive at the 
answer (e.g., grade five students will multiply two-digit numbers 
using estimation, the standard algorithm, and student-generated 
algorithms).  In addition to these specific expectations, the teaching 
of mathematical processes is integrated into student learning.  
These processes, which encourage students’ higher order thinking, 
include problem solving, reasoning and proving, reflecting, selecting 
tools and computational strategies, connecting, representing, and 
communicating. 

Opponents of constructivist math might take issue with the inclusion 
of these process expectations and student-generated algorithms in 
the Ontario curriculum.  However, for a student to truly understand a 
subject and have the capacity for innovation, the pedagogy must go 
beyond a model of direct instruction.  Any person for whom math is 
part of their profession – an actuary, an engineer, or a math teacher 
– has knowledge that extends beyond that acquired through rote 
memorization.  They can explain, ask questions, and apply skills to 
unfamiliar contexts. 

Students require the opportunity to engage in meaningful problems 
that help them construct their own mathematical understandings. 
There will be exceptions to this – students with identified learning 
needs that present barriers to higher order thinking or particular 
skills for which memorization alone is required.  It is also vital to 
balance this constructivism with practice that imparts automaticity 
for simple addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.  But 
we cannot do away with a curriculum that supports students in 
understanding not just the HOW, but the WHY of math as well.  

Sarah Tulley
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Sir David Smith: A Very Gentle, Modest and Kind Man
by Simon Miles

EDUCT members who were at the University of Edinburgh between 
1987 and 1994 may recall the very gentle, modest and kind man 
who served as Principal and Vice-Chancellor for that period of time.  
Sir David Smith died in July this year, at the age of 88.  In reading 
the tributes to Sir David on the University’s web site, I was struck 
by how much emphasis was placed on the personal qualities of 
the man.  Professor Emeritus Malcolm Anderson, a former Dean of 
Social Science, Provost of Law and Social Sciences, and Director of 
the Centre of European Governmental Studies and the International 
Social Sciences Institute, was a close associate and friend of Sir 
David.  He writes of Sir David’s ability to talk about heavy-going 
University themes in a fascinating way. “He delivered interesting 
orations about the purpose of a university education, the state of the 
university, government policy and other matters which could all be 
very tedious but David talked about them with charm, lightness of 
touch and authority.  I enjoyed them, a sentiment which was shared 
by the assembled company of graduands, their families and friends.”

Kirsty Duncan Receives 
Honorary Degree from the 
University of Edinburgh
by Simon Miles

Dr. Kirsty Duncan, P.C., Minister 
of Science, Minister of Sport 
and Persons with Disabilities, 
M.P. for Etobicoke North, and a 
member of the founding board 
of EDUCT, was honoured by our 
University on 30 June 2018 with 
the honorary degree of Doctor 
honoris causa.

Kirsty obtained her first 
doctorate from Edinburgh, a 
Ph.D. in geography, in 1993.

After completing her Ph.D., 
Kirsty taught at three 
universities in Canada, and was 
a lead author for North America 
on the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change, which, with 
Al Gore, was jointly awarded 
the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.  In 
that same time period Kirsty 
also spent a decade leading an 
expedition to Longyearbyen, 
Spitsbergen, in order to 
search for the cause of the 
1918 Spanish flu virus, which 
tragically killed upwards of 50 
million people.

EDUCT congratulates Kirsty and 
wishes her the very best for her 
demanding work for Canada. 

Sir David Smith

Kirsty Duncan receives her 
honorary degree from Principal 
Peter Mathieson



EDUCT News September 2018

13

Lord Woodhouselee

by Simon Miles

As I write this, Doug Ford, Premier of the Province of Ontario, is 
invoking the notwithstanding clause of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms to impose his will on the City of Toronto in 
order to bring about a radical reduction in the number of councillors 
who will be elected in the October elections.  He is reacting to a 
Supreme Court of Ontario ruling that upheld an appeal against the 
hastily approved provincial Bill 5, titled The Better Local Government 
Act.  While this is happening here at home, we also have to contend 
with the antics of the government in Washington that could result 
in such a negative effect on our trade and thus our economic health 
and quality of life.  Whatever one’s political inclination, it is hard to 
argue for this type of decision-making.  It is all too easy to see very 
real threats to what we take for granted as a democratic process.

And since this debate about democracy is front and centre in several 
parts of the world now, it may be helpful to consider what has been 
observed by wise people in earlier times.  This column, in which we 
portray famous alumni of our University, provides one opportunity 
to draw upon their wisdom.  The University has produced many 

I had the good fortune to spend 
some time with Sir David when 
he visited Toronto in the Eighties.  
At the request of our University, 
Vivian Abrahams, Nean Allman 
and I had been working to put 
together a Canada-wide club 
for alumni of the University.  
Being before the Internet had 
been introduced, it was an 
ambitious undertaking.  I recall 
working my way through a foot-
high pile of phone numbers 
of alumni.  We also managed 
to get an announcement on 
the CBC’s early morning radio 
programme.  As a result, we 
had a wonderful dinner at Hart 
House for about 200 alumni.  Sir 
David was our speaker and he 
did a splendid job of building 
enthusiasm for trying to get the 
club established.  That we failed 
to make a go of it as a Canadian-
wide club is understandable in 
hindsight: alumni want to meet 
face-to-face.  

Sir David and I talked late into 
the night after that dinner.  We 
touched on all manner of issues 
confronting the U.K. and the role 
of the universities in helping to 
resolve those issues.  It was the 
era of Margaret Thatcher and the 
university sector was undergoing 
reform.  Sir David was clearly 
under much pressure and yet 
everything seemed doable.  But 
again, what has remained with 
me is this memory of a very 
gentle, modest and kind man.  

For more about the Sir David and 
his career, go to https://www.
ed.ac.uk/news/2018/praise-for-
sir-david-smith-former-principal

Portrait of The Hon. Alexander Fraser Tytler, Lord Woodhouselee, 
picture by H. Raeburn, A.R.A., drawn by J. Jackson, engraved by 
C. Picart, May 10, 1813.

Famous Alumni

https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2018/praise-for-sir-david-smith-former-principal
https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2018/praise-for-sir-david-smith-former-principal
https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2018/praise-for-sir-david-smith-former-principal
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well received by a broad mix of students of different disciplines that 
in 1801 he published notes of many of them as “Elements of General 
History, Ancient and Modern”.  In his Introduction to this work he 
addressed the advantages of studying history.  He wrote: “The 
value of any science is to be estimated according to its tendency to 
promote improvement, either in private virtue, or in those qualities 
which render man extensively useful in society”.  The full lectures 
were published in many editions.  The edition I have used here 
was published in two volumes, in 1850, in Boston, under the title 
“Universal History from the Creation of the World to the Beginning 
of the Eighteenth Century”.  It became a textbook for use in 
universities throughout Britain and much of America.  He also wrote, 
in a lighter style, for some popular periodicals of the day, such as 
The Lounger and The Mirror. 

One of his writings of note was his ‘Essay on the Principals of 
Translation’, published in 1790.  He was concerned about the 
importance of accurately reflecting the ideas, the style and the flow 
of the original writer whose work was being translated.  His essay 
was very well received and further contributed to his standing as 
a public intellectual.  Partly due to this, in the same year he was 
appointed Judge Advocate for Scotland.  Prior to his assuming this 
office, it had been the practice that the duties of the office would 
be carried out by a deputy.  But Tytler would have none of that; he 
insisted on attending trials himself.  While in this office he drew up a 
treatise on martial law.

In 1792, upon the death of his father, he succeeded to the estate 
at Woodhouselee.  His wife also succeeded to her family’s estate 
at about the same time.  They thus became a family of some 
means.  From then on, he spent much more time at Woodhouselee.  
However, he was still very much in the public eye and in 1802 he 
became a Lord of Session in the Scottish Courts, with the judicial 
title of Lord Woodhouselee.  In short, he was a prominent Scot.

Of particular interest for us now are his thoughts on democracy.  
In his lectures he was quite critical of democracy as practised, 
and especially so of representative democracies, such as one 
has in republics.  He wrote, in his Universal History, that “a pure 
democracy is a chimera” and “All government is essentially of the 
nature of a monarchy”.  Of Athenian democracy (in Volume 1, Book 
2, Chapter 6) he wrote that a great number of the population were 
actually enslaved and went on to say, “Nor were the superior classes 
in the actual enjoyment of a rational liberty and independence. 
They were perpetually divided into factions, which servilely ranked 
themselves under the banners of the contending demagogues; and 
these maintained their influence over their partisans by the most 
shameful corruption and bribery, of which the means were supplied 
alone by the plunder of the public money”. (p.216). 

Does this ring bells with those of us concerned about politicians 
pandering to their political base with rewards paid for by the public 
purse?  

And how well he seems to capture today’s concern over the ease 
with which a leader with highly questionable intentions can capture 
power.  Tytler wrote, in the same essay on Athenian democracy, 
“The people flatter themselves that they have the sovereign power.  
These are, in fact, words without meaning.  It is true they elected 
governors; but how are these elections brought about?  In every 
instance of election by the mass of a people—through the influence 

alumni who have had an active 
role in politics in many parts of 
the world.  In this issue we will 
look at Alexander Fraser Tytler, 
who later in his life became Lord 
Woodhouselee. 

Alexander Tytler was born in 
Edinburgh in 1747.  His father, 
William Tytler, an alumnus of 
Edinburgh, was a prominent 
lawyer, legal analyst and 
historical writer, who was 
especially well known for his 
questioning of historian William 
Robertson (1721-1793), the 
long-serving Principal of our 
University (1762-1793), in 
his work ‘An Inquiry into the 
Evidence against Mary Queen of 
Scots’.  

Not surprisingly, being born into 
such a household, the younger 
Tytler was inclined to question 
the way things were done.  
He was one of eight children, 
only three of whom survived 
to adult life.  He attended the 
High School in Edinburgh, doing 
exceptionally well, and then an 
academy in Kensington from 
the age of 16, for two years.  
This gave him the opportunity 
to study Italian, in which he 
became fluent, Latin poetry, to 
which he became very attached, 
and natural history.  In 1765, 
he  followed his father to the 
University of Edinburgh where 
he read civil law, municipal 
law, logic, rhetoric, belles 
lettres, moral science, natural 
philosophy, and chemistry.  He 
thus enjoyed the opportunity 
to acquire a well-rounded 
education.  In 1770 he was 
called to the bar.  He had caught 
the eye of the prominent Lord 
Kames, who enlisted him to 
write a supplementary volume to 
Kames’s Dictionary of Decisions.  
This was published in 1778 
and earned Tytler praise.  In 
1780 he was appointed joint 
professor of Civil History at 
the University and in 1786 he 
became Professor of Universal 
History, and Greek and Roman 
Antiquities.  His lectures were so 
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of those governors themselves, 
and by means the most opposite 
to a free and disinterested 
choice, by the basest corruption 
and bribery.  But those 
governors once selected, where 
is the boasted freedom of the 
people?  They must submit to 
their rule and control, with the 
same abandonment of their 
natural liberty, the freedom of 
their will, and the command of 
their actions, as if they were 
under the rule of a monarch”. 
(p.217).

Although Tytler disagreed 
with Montesquieu that virtue 
is the principle of democratic 
government, he did concede 
“that this form of government 
is the best adapted to produce, 
though not the most frequent, 
yet the most striking, examples 
of virtue in individuals”.  And 
why?  Because a “democratic 
government opposes more 
impediments to disinterested 
patriotism than any other form. 
To surmount these, a pitch of 
virtue is necessary which, in 
other situations, where the 
obstacles are less great and 
numerous, is not called in 
to exertion. The nature of a 
republican government gives 
to every member of the state 
an equal right to cherish views 
of ambition, and to aspire 
to the highest offices of the 
commonwealth; it gives to 
every individual of the same 
title with his fellows to aspire at 
the government of the whole”. 

(p.220).

Tytler may be a hard read today, 
simply because of the changes 
that have occurred in the English 
language, but he is very astute 
in his observations.  One has 
to wonder why more has not 
been done to improve upon our 
system of government.  

Tytler died in 1813.  He had 
been sick in Edinburgh but 
asked his driver to take him to 
Woodhouselee to see it one more 
time.  He made it to the house, 
fell on the floor and died.

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Geoffrey Rose, EDUCT Friend, for 
providing the lead to Lord Woodhouselee and Wikipedia and 
Google books for considerable information on and access to Lord 
Woodhouselee’s writings.

 

by Simon Miles

 
Ian Dejardin

Ian Dejardin is the Executive Director of the McMichael Canadian Art 
Collection.  He took up the post in April 2017 after having spent 19 
years at Dulwich Picture Gallery in England.  Seen in the context of 
his career, his appointment to the McMichael post was a very wise 
move on the part of the Collection’s Board of Trustees. 

Ian was born in Edinburgh and attended Daniel Stewart’s College.  
In his last year there the school merged with Melville College to 
become Stewart’s Melville College.  EDUCT members may recall that 
magnificent, onion-domed building on the Queensferry Road.  

Ian’s sister studied Classics at the University of Edinburgh and Ian, 
always close to his sister, followed suit in 1973, overlapping with her 
for a year.  However, Classics could not hold his attention.  In his 
second year, as one of his optional subjects needed for his degree, 

Ian A. C. Dejardin, Executive Director 
Courtesy of McMichael Canadian Art Collection

Welcome to Our New Members
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he had developed in his thesis.  He started down this road but 
after a year concluded that he could take his work no further.  He 
joined the club of those with an incomplete doctorate.  Fortunately, 
his sister was sympathetic to his plight and urged Ian to join her 
in a small, designer-knitwear business she had launched back 
in Edinburgh.  After a while he set up his own knitwear business 
and moved to the Lake District – “If I was going to run a cottage 
industry, I wanted the cottage to go with it.”  Ian was in seventh 
heaven.  As a child he had fallen in love with Arthur Ransome’s 
Swallows and Amazons books of children’s adventures set in the 
Lake District.  And in his twenties he got to live this life.  He even 
acquired ‘Amazon’, the clinker-built sailing dinghy that was used in 
the famous film version of ‘Swallows and Amazons’.  Those years left 
their mark on Ian; he is still a knitter, by hand now, not machine, 
and is known for his hand-knitted socks, ties, sweaters, gloves and 
hats!

In time, Ian’s interest shifted back to the art world.  He applied to 
the University of Manchester to pursue a Diploma in Art Gallery 
and Museum Studies.  At the time, it was the only university in 
the U.K. offering such a course.  One year later, in 1987, with 
his newly-acquired Diploma, he was readily employed by English 
Heritage, in London.  He soon moved to the Royal Academy of Arts 
as curatorial assistant, where he remained for a couple of years until 

he took a course in History of 
Art.  As Ian puts it … “I did not 
even realize that the History of 
Art was a subject.  I thought 
everyone knew that stuff; I’d 
been taking art books out from 
our local library for years.”  He 
found himself in his element 
and walked off with the History 
of Art essay prize that year.  He 
applied to transfer into History 
of Art and was lucky enough 
to be accepted directly into the 
third year.  One year later, in 
1977, he graduated with a first-
class honours M.A. in History of 
Art. 

His final year dissertation was 
on the Saint Francis of Assisi 
fresco cycle, in the Basilica of St 
Francis in Assisi, looking closely 
at the narrative structures used 
by the artist, who may or may 
not have been Giotto.  More 
information on this outstanding 
work can be found on the 
Internet.  For example, click 
here: 

https://commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/Saint_Francis_cycle_
in_the_Upper_Church_of_San_
Francesco_at_Assisi

Ian was encouraged to study for 
a doctorate, at the University of 
Warwick, to pursue the theories 

David Milne  (1882  1953) 
Black  1914  
oil on canvas | 51.9 x 62.1 cm

Gift of the Founders, Robert and 
Signe McMichael 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
1966.16.23

Franklin Carmichael  (1890  1945) 
October Gold  1922 
oil on canvas | 119.5 x 98 cm 
 
Gift of the Founders, Robert and Signe McMichael 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
1966.16.1

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Saint_Francis_cycle_in_the_Upper_Church_of_San_Francesco_at_Assisi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Saint_Francis_cycle_in_the_Upper_Church_of_San_Francesco_at_Assisi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Saint_Francis_cycle_in_the_Upper_Church_of_San_Francesco_at_Assisi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Saint_Francis_cycle_in_the_Upper_Church_of_San_Francesco_at_Assisi
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backing of two major philanthropists to enable the mounting of a 
remarkable series of exhibitions of old masters that he particularly 
wanted to organize.  As Ian observes, such enlightened sponsors are 
few and far between in the English art world. 

In 2011, to celebrate the bicentenary of the Gallery, Ian convinced 
the trustees to support the mounting of an exhibition he had been 
thinking about since the 1980s.  It focused on the Canadian Group 
of Seven and Tom Thomson; he called it Painting Canada.  He 
owes much to a chance encounter with David Thomson, son of Ken 
Thomson who had built an extensive collection of art, including 
many works by members of the Group of Seven.  It was David 
Thomson who persuaded Ian to go ahead and curate the show 
himself, introducing him to two young Canadian co-curators to help 
him and lending generously to the show.  The exhibition was a great 
success; the National Gallery of Canada helped organize a tour of 
Europe and it ended up at the McMichael Gallery in Kleinburg.  This 
exhibition helped to put Canadian art on the international map.  It 
also encouraged Ian to do more with other Canadian painters.  An 
Emily Carr exhibition in 2014 was followed by one on David Milne in 
2018.  Indeed, the latter show, currently in Vancouver, is coming to 
the McMichael this October.  One of Ian’s favourite paintings in that 
show, ‘Black’, is shown here.

To commence his tenure at the McMichael Collection Ian organized 
an exhibit entitled The Art of Canada: Director’s Cut. He likens 
going into the vaults of the McMichael Collection to the experience 
of the kid in the candy shop.  His ‘cut’ is his personal selection of 
150 art works from those vaults that he wants to put before the 
public.  One of those paintings, Franklin Carmichael’s ‘October 
Gold’, is reproduced here.  The show runs until 10 November.  The 
show has been described by one art critic as ’remarkable, filled with 
spectacular, little-seen works…’.  Ian says much of the credit for this 
is due to the contribution of his life partner, Eric Pearson.  Eric is a 
furniture designer and maker turned exhibition designer, responsible 
for the design of many of the most beautiful shows in recent years 
at the Royal Academy in London, most recently Matisse in the Studio 
(2017).  Eric’s colour sense and sensitivity to the display of works of 
art are making a significant difference at the McMichael – and all pro 
bono!  

It is now very easy to access the McMichael from central Toronto.  
Every Sunday, from June to October, there is a bus that leaves from 
Spadina near King for the Gallery.  And it brings you back!  For more 
information, go here http://mcmichael.com/event/art-bus-from-
toronto-june-2018/

If you would like to do your homework on the McMichael Collection 
before making the trip, Ian has already anticipated your needs.  On 
19 September Ian held a party to launch his new guidebook to the 
McMichael Collection.  It is one in a hugely successful international 
series, entitled Director’s Choice, published by Scala Arts and 
Heritage Publishers, in the U.K.  Ian wrote the very first one in the 
series, on Dulwich Picture Gallery, back in 2006; the McMichael 
Director’s Choice will be the first in Canada. 

EDUCT welcomes Ian. 

he was fortunate enough to be 
appointed as the Senior Curator 
at Kenwood House, a stunning 
English Heritage property on 
the edge of Hampstead Heath.  
Kenwood was remodeled by 
Edinburgh alumnus Robert Adam 
and his brother James from 
1764 to 1766.  Most notable is 
a magnificent library.  Today, 
Kenwood is the home of the 
Iveagh Bequest, which was 
installed in the house when it 
was acquired by the 1st Earl 
Iveagh in the 1920s.  

For a long time Ian was the only 
paintings specialist employed 
by English Heritage, responsible 
for the collections in four major 
properties in the London Region, 
and advising on others outside 
London; but he also took the 
lead in organizing exhibitions 
at Kenwood.  This gave him 
excellent experience which, 
in turn, set him up for his 
appointment to Dulwich Picture 
Gallery starting in January 1998.  

During his 19-year tenure at 
the Gallery Ian advanced from 
Curator of the Gallery’s famous 
collection of old master paintings 
to become Director in 2005.  As 
Director, he oversaw efforts that 
led to a more than doubling 
of visitors to the Gallery.  Ian 
regards his timing as fortunate 
in that, when he arrived at 
the Gallery, there was an 
extensive renovation already in 
motion.  This meant he had the 
opportunity to organize touring 
exhibitions of masterpieces from 
the collection.  He spent a lot 
of time travelling with crates 
of paintings to exhibitions in 
Japan, Spain and America.  The 
BBC heard of his travels and 
made a much-listened-to radio 
programme following him from 
Bilbao to Madrid.  With the 
renovations completed, Ian 
focused more on exhibitions in 
the Gallery, gradually building 
its reputation as one of the most 
interesting exhibition venues 
in London.  He recalls the good 
fortune he had to secure the 

http://mcmichael.com/event/art-bus-from-toronto-june-2018/
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other prospective students? 

Caitlin was intent on making 
the most of her opportunities 
while in Edinburgh.  She 
appreciated the opportunity 
to have a place in a 
University residence in her 
first year, but loved the 
freedom of a flat for her 
later years.  In her third 
year, for her degree, it was 
compulsory that the year 
be spent abroad.  As if 
Edinburgh isn’t far enough 
away from Toronto, Caitlin 
asked for, and was granted, a place at the University of Sydney.  
While there she was delighted to learn that she had earned an 
Edinburgh Award for Global Citizenship (off-campus).  This is a fairly 
recently instituted award, that is designed to encourage students to 
maximize their contribution both to their host university and to the 
community, in Caitlin’s case to Sydney.  Students are expected to be 
able to demonstrate that their time abroad has led to an enhanced 
ability to set clear development goals that will benefit their host 
university and community, to plan strategically to realize those goals, 
and to understand the processes they went through in achieving 
whatever it was they set out to do.  In essence, one could say that it 
is designed to encourage the development of citizens who are able to 
respond creatively and spontaneously to new situations anywhere. 

While in Sydney Caitlin also had the opportunity to serve as a 
marketing intern for a small start-up company dedicated to the 
promotion of the Fijian economy.  Among other things, this called for 
her to initiate social media campaigns.

On her return to Edinburgh Caitlin had to devote most of her final 
year to a thesis.  She decided to focus on the variation, across 
cultures, in consumers’ motivations to use, and acceptance of using, 
technology in the grocery industry.     

Alongside her commitment to her studies Caitlin was very active 
in a number of the University’s clubs.  She was a member of the 
University’s Swimming and Water Polo Team for three years; she 
was on the Finance Committee of the Sports Union; and, she was 
the Programme Representative of her year of International Business 
Students, again for three years.  In this last role her mandate was to 
improve overall student satisfaction with their programme of study.  
Among other things, this called for negotiations with the faculty to 
arrive at solutions to issues as they arose.

Looking to the immediate future, Caitlin is open to considering 
employment in a broad range of areas.  Her particular interest is to 
have a job in which she can feel that she is bringing added value to a 
company working in an increasingly globalized economy and society.

EDUCT welcomes Caitlin and trusts that she will be able to contribute 
her talents to our ongoing efforts to further enhance the value of our 
programmes of our members. 

Caitlin Scott

Caitlin Scott has just graduated 
in International Business from 
the University of Edinburgh 
with a First Class Honours M.A.  
Having undertaken considerable 
travel in her four years at 
Edinburgh she would now like to 
be based in Toronto for a while.  

Caitlin was born in Toronto 
and attended Don Mills 
Collegiate Institute.  Being in 
the school’s Gifted Program 
she was expected to focus 
on her studies and she did.  
However, she also found time 
to volunteer for her last three 
years of school at the North 
York General Hospital, where 
she had the opportunity to head 
the information desk, work in 
the fast-paced emergency room 
environment, and help run the 
medical imaging department.  
Equally impressive is that she 
served on the school’s elected 
executive for its chapter of 
DECA.  DECA is an organization 
that holds international business 
competitions for high school 
students.  The students work in 
pairs and apply business skills 
they have learned in class to 
realistic case studies.  Caitlin 
and her partner qualified for the 
Ontario provincial competitions 
for three consecutive years 
and in her final year, in 2014, 
they placed third overall in the 
Toronto region.    

When it came time to select 
a university she decided she 
wanted to study in the U.K.  She 
applied to five universities and 
was accepted at all of them.  
She then visited three of them 
and, even though it was a cold, 
damp, winter day in Edinburgh, 
our University won out.  Next, 
she had to convince her parents 
that this would be a worthwhile 
investment on their part.  This 
is where that experience 
competing in DECA paid off.  
She put together a powerpoint 
presentation and sold her 
parents on Edinburgh!  Maybe 
she could market her ppt to 

Caitlin Scott
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popular, simply because of 
it having become known 
as one of J.K. Rowling’s 
favourite hangouts. 

Wanting to stay in the 
health sciences, Caroline 
then opted for a career 
as a pharmacist.  She 
returned to U of T to 
earn her BScPhm.  On 
graduating, in 1999, she 
joined CAMH as a clinical 
pharmacist.  However, by 
this time she had become 
accustomed to being 
the perpetual student.  
Seemingly, that LOM 
award from Branksome, 
encouraging the love of 
scholarship, had had a 
very positive effect!  So, 
in 2000, she enrolled at Aston University for a long-distance, one-
year, part-time course, for a Post-graduate Certificate in Psychiatric 
Pharmacy.  This gave her further insights into the pharmacological 
treatment of conditions such as depression, anxiety, schizophrenia, 
and addictions. 

Not surprisingly, with the qualifications accumulating, CAMH 
promoted Caroline to become a manager.  But this promotion is not 
for everyone.  For Caroline, it meant that she no longer had the 
opportunity to work directly with patients.  Caroline decided to give 
the private sector a try and joined GlaxoSmithKline.  That, too, was 
not satisfying.   She came to the realization that her earlier work 
at CAMH was where she had felt happiest.  So, yes, she returned 
there.  And, of course, she has taken yet more courses for yet 
another degree.  From 2006 to 2009 she pursued an online Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree from the University of Colorado.  

Now, she is really very happy!  She also enjoys photography … no, 
not terrific, but she does boast one photo published on the Internet.  
And she delves into rare books.

EDUCT welcomes Caroline.

Keith Bark

Keith Bark is a retired software architect who, with his wife Deirdre, 
is now teaching Scottish country dancing in Toronto.  

Keith was born on a farm in Lincolnshire, England – the home of 
famous sausages and pork pies.  He attended the equally famous 
Lincoln Grammar School, which was founded in 1096.  As with 
many grammar schools, Lincoln Grammar went through mergers or 
conversions to comprehensive schools in the late Twentieth Century 
and is currently known as Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School.  In Keith’s 
day it was quite an accomplishment to be accepted at the school; 
he recalls having to take a scholarship examination to gain entry.  
He did well at the school, ending up taking the scholarship level 

Caroline Warnock

Caroline Warnock is a medication 
safety pharmacist at the Centre 
for Addiction and Mental Health, 
better known as CAMH.  She 
is also a clinical pharmacist 
and, in that capacity, works 
directly with patients.  She 
has a very impressive array of 
qualifications for undertaking 
these responsibilities.  

Caroline was born and raised 
in Toronto.  She attended 
Branksome Hall School, where 
she won both the School’s 
Geography Prize and, most 
appropriately, the Loewen, 
Ondaatje, McCutcheon Prize 
for Encouragement of Love of 
Scholarship.  From Branksome 
she went to the University of 
Toronto where, after having 
switched majors, she graduated 
with a B.Sc. (Hons) in Toxicology 
in 1993.  Caroline then thought 
of being a dentist but after one 
year of dentistry at U of T she 
decided it was not for her. 

Thus in 1994 Caroline set off 
for the University of Edinburgh, 
partly because her father had 
moved there, but also to pursue 
her MBChB.  Most unfortunately, 
at the end of her first year, while 
back in Canada, she did some 
dreadful damage to her back 
and was unable to return to 
Edinburgh.  Also, then-Premier 
Mike Harris was making clear 
that Ontario would not be hiring 
any foreign-trained medics.  
Thus her time at Edinburgh was 
cut short.  She regrets this.  
She had a wonderful time in 
the city.  It was good to be with 
her father, her mother having 
died when Caroline was young, 
and she found the University 
very friendly and the city full 
of charming spaces.  She was 
amazed that everyone in her 
class was loaned a box of real 
bones to study.  On revisiting 
the city years later, she was 
somewhat upset to discover 
that her favourite coffee house, 
The Elephant House on George 
IV Bridge, had become far too 

Caroline Warnock
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GCE examinations when he was 
just 17.  He also played rugby 
both for the school and for 
Lincolnshire. 

Edinburgh was a good fit for 
Keith, given that he was leaving 
school at 17.  He matriculated 
in 1965 for a B.Sc. Honours in 
Mathematical Science.  It was a 
double maths (pure and applied) 
degree and thus he had five 
glorious years at the University.  
He continued to play rugby, 
this time for a club – Edinburgh 
Northern – until he lost too 
many teeth!  

In his first year at Edinburgh 
he had the good fortune to 
meet Deirdre MacCuish, who 
was starting her first year, at 
Moray House, to qualify as a 
teacher.  They were married one 
month after Keith graduated 
in 1970.  Deirdre had already 
been teaching for two years 
and they decided to stay in 
Edinburgh.  Keith was hired by 
Scottish Widows to become an 
actuary.  This was to involve 
several years of exploitative 
service.  Fortunately, after three 
years, the company asked if he 
would like to join its computer 
services office.  Computers 
were becoming a big thing 
and Scottish Widows gave 
Keith the opportunity to work 
on information management 
systems.  This was a perfect 
fit for Keith with his maths 
and logic education.  Although 
he taken only one course in 
computer studies at Edinburgh, 
he was able to take more and 
perform his job well.  

His interest in Canada was 
piqued by several friends and 
neighbours who were emigrating 
at the time.  Thus, when he saw 
an advertisement by the Toronto 
Dominion Bank for a job that 
called for someone to install a 
computer system in its London 
office to handle its foreign 
exchange and other, related 
business, Keith jumped at the 
opportunity.  The wonderful 
thing about the offer was that 

TD was also offering to give him a job 
in Canada if he was able to do well 
on the English assignment.  Keith 
got to learn all about the system 
and managed to install it, on time, 
by December 1976.  The original 
plan was that they were to leave for 
Canada right away. But it was not to 
be; on the home front Deirdre was 
just about to give birth to twin boys, 
brothers to their elder sister.  They all 
arrived in Toronto in February of 1977.

The TD Bank was good to Keith and 
he stayed with the company for his 
entire career, eventually becoming 
Assistant Vice-President, Software 
Architecture.  He worked for a variety 
of divisions of the bank, meeting their particular software needs.  
He also had plenty of opportunity to travel: he installed information 
systems in TD’s offices in such places as Hong Kong, Taipei and 
Japan, and in many parts of the USA.  The job enabled him to keep 
on top of his field and he was always playing with new ideas in 
computing.  Just as word processors were coming onto the market, 
Keith was developing his own version.   

Although Keith retired when he was 56 it is not surprising that 
he kept tinkering with computers.  He has several devices called 
Raspberry Pi’s at home, to which many other devices are attached; 
and, he has his own ‘cloud’ inside his house.  Growing up in this 
home environment the children are natural computer experts.  Their 
youngest son showed his kindergarten teachers how to operate their 
new computers and both of the twin boys, now in their forties, are 
professionals in the field.

Since retiring Keith has spent much of his time on Scottish country 
dancing.  As Keith explained to me, as an Englishman who knows 
no better, there is a world of difference between Scottish country 
dancing and Highland dancing.  He likened the former to ballroom 
dancing.  Think of the Laird of the Manor who would have a ball once 
a year for his guests and the members of the household, all dancing 
together.  Highland dancing, by contrast, is far more competitive.  In 
this instance, think of the Highland Games events with competitive 
highland flings and sword dancing.

Deirdre started Scottish country dancing when she was a child; 
Keith was introduced to it only in his first year at Edinburgh.  And 
when their daughter started dancing in 1979, Keith and Deirdre 
also became more involved.  Today, they spend much of their time 
dancing as a hobby.  They perform demonstrations for groups, where 
the audience members are spectators; and, they put on dances for 
weddings, and Burns’ suppers, where the guests become active 
participants.  They are very active members of the Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society, an international body, of which the Toronto 
branch is one of the largest.  Toronto has about 22 classes being 
offered every week, and Keith and Deirdre generally account for 
three of these.  

Just as his information systems career took Keith all over North 
America, so too has the dancing now.  He and Deirdre enjoy it 
immensely.  He notes that they have a very real mix of people 

Keith Bark
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participating, which provides 
them with a rich network of 
friends.

If you would like to find out 
more about Scottish country 
dancing, Keith recommends 
that you go to http://www.
dancescottish.ca/  for general 
information. To find Keith and 
Deirdre, for a beginner-friendly 
class, then go to the ‘classes’ 
menu and click on ‘social 
groups’, then go to ‘Erin Mills’, 
where you will find them.  Or, 
just Google ‘Keith Bark dance’.  
You may also find reference to a 
dance known as the Lincoln Imp.  
This is one that Deirdre created 
in honour of Keith, who is also 
known, in dancing circles, by 
that name.

Beyond the dancing, Keith 
also finds time to pursue his 
interest in genealogy – he has 
traced his family back to about 
1640 – and coin collecting.  The 
latter interest he took up while 
in Edinburgh.  He seemingly 
became quite well known to the 
bank staff as he would pop in to 
see if they had anything new or 
out of the ordinary.

EDUCT welcomes Keith and 
looks forward to a display of his 
and Deirdre’s talents at one of 
our Burns’ Dinners.          

Jennifer Day

Jennifer Day is a substantive 
editor.  Today, most of her time 
is spent working on fiction.  She 
works with writers to help them 
identify aspects of their novels 
that fall short of their potential, 
and to map a revision plan that 
will develop their manuscript to 
a publishable state.  She is very 
busy.  There is plenty of demand 
for her services.  She has built 
up a reputation with a stable of 
writers who come back to her for 
help with all their books.  She 
is recommended by established 
writers and by literary agents.  

How did she end up 
with this fascinating 
job?  

As she looks back 
on her life so far she 
realizes that she was 
extremely fortunate 
to have had the 
opportunities to develop 
skills in a variety of 
fields that, together, 
made substantive 
editing such an obvious 
career.  She is working 
one-on-one with 
writers.  They have 
differing degrees of 
skill with their craft; 
they have differing 
temperaments, differing styles of creative process; and, between 
them, they are working on a vast range of themes in a host of 
cultural settings.  That calls for a number of skills.

Jennifer was born in England, into a house of crowded bookshelves.  
Her parents were Canadian and when she was about ten the family 
returned to Canada – first to live in Toronto, then Montreal and later, 
rural Quebec.  She had six brothers and two sisters.  Dinner-time 
was lively; and it was also when one’s grammar was corrected!  Skill 
number one taken care of! 

Rural Quebec at that time was not an easy place for an English-
speaking child to finish school.  So Jennifer had the courage to 
return to Toronto, by herself, to get her Grade 13.  (She was 
allowed to skip Grade 12!)  Instead of going to university right away 
Jennifer decided to learn Spanish and see something of the world.  
She had heard that the Spanish spoken in Arequipa, in southern 
Peru, was excellent: it is less ‘slangy’ and spoken more slowly and 
distinctly than in many other regions.  She enrolled at the Peruvian-
North American Cultural Institute and earned an English Language 
Teaching Certificate, while learning Spanish.  She ended up 
working at the Institute and stayed four years.  She found Arequipa 
strikingly beautiful.  Known as the ‘white city’, the dominant building 
material is sillar, a white stone of volcanic origin.  To withstand the 
earthquakes, the Spanish, with the aid of local craftsmen, built some 
massive structures.  It is impressive.  

After four years in Peru, Jennifer decided she ought to go to 
university. She returned to Toronto and, while continuing to 
teach ESL during the summers, pursued a B.Sc. in Environmental 
Science at the University of Toronto.  One of the great values of 
those courses was the training she received in how to organize her 
thoughts on paper, how to structure her presentations, develop her 
arguments, and arrive at logical conclusions.  Skill number two taken 
care of!

In 1990, armed with her degree, but more likely because of her 
language skills, she was hired by the Consulate General of the 
Republic of Korea, in Toronto, as Assistant to the Cultural Attaché.  
She enjoyed the variety of activities she became involved in: speech-
writing; press releases; liaison with the media and Canadian cultural 

Jennifer Day
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institutions; and, recruiting 
Canadian teachers to teach 
in Korea.  She particularly 
enjoyed her role in cultural 
liaison, especially during the 
establishment of the Gallery 
of Korea, at the Royal Ontario 
Museum. Most notably, the job 
also enabled her to develop 
her diplomatic skills in handling 
all sorts of personalities and 
situations.  Skill number three 
taken care of!  

After five years with the 
Consulate, now married and with 
a son, Jennifer returned to the 
University of Toronto to earn a 
Certificate in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages.  
In essence, this enabled her to 
upgrade the certificate she had 
earned in Peru.  And because 
she had already been offering 

one-on-one teaching to diplomats, she decided she would like to 
further her skills in this teaching.  Thus she applied to the University 
of Edinburgh to pursue the M.A. in the Curriculum Development 
stream of the Teaching English to Speakers of Second Languages 
(TESOL) programme.  She was accepted!

On her arrival in Edinburgh, with her now six-year old son, Jennifer 
was delighted that 
they were able to find 
a wonderful tower in 
Colinton to live in for her 
year in the city.  She had 
a splendid view of the 
Pentlands from the tower 
and fell in love with the 
city.  Indeed, she had 
the good fortune to be 
able to buy her tower flat 
while there.  This made it 
very attractive to return 
to Edinburgh for several 
years after graduation.  

The second year of 

Part of the original mill machinery, by the glass 
floor above the millrace: no trouble grinding your 
morning coffee!

One writing space in the loft above the sitting 
room...

...And another writing space  
in the garden
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her degree was devoted to 
writing her thesis.  It was 
entitled “One-to-One English 
Language Teaching: Framework 
Materials for the Development 
of Individualized Programmes”.  
She returned to Canada to write 
the thesis and graduated in 
2000.  In essence, the degree 
enabled her to develop her 
skills in bringing a systematic 
approach to building a highly 
customized learning experience, 
accommodating the need to 
respond to the specific aptitudes, 
skill levels, learning styles and 
preferences of an individual 
student.  Skill number four taken 
care of!

On returning to Toronto Jennifer 
was hired by the University of 
Toronto’s School of Graduate 
Studies as a writing counsellor.  
She worked with graduate 
students who were seeking 
feedback on their writing.  She 
also ran writing workshops.  Skill 
number five taken care of!

Only in 2004 did Jennifer learn 
that, in the world of publishing, 
editing encompassed so much 
more than spell-checking and 
grammar correction.  After an 
internship with Sumach Press, 
they offered her a position as 
their managing editor for fiction 
genres.  A lifetime of avid 
reading now helped immensely in 
the switch from an academic to a 
literary focus.  She had excellent 
mentors at the Press who 
helped her to further develop 
her skills and introduced her to 
substantive editing which, almost 
overnight, became her driving 
passion.  However, like so many 
small publishers, Sumach Press 
was taken over.  That was 2009.  
It was clear that the publishing 
business was no longer investing 
in extensive substantive 
editing in-house.  Writers were 
expected to bring more finished 
manuscripts to the publishers 
and thus they had to hire their 
own substantive editors.  Their 
literary agents made it clear that 
this was integral to getting offers 

from established publishing houses.  So Jennifer decided to go into 
business as a substantive editor.  She hasn’t looked back.  For years, 
she was never without the next contract.  

A few years ago Jennifer bought an old mill in Washago.  Being 
very conscious of the importance of the quality of space for writing, 
she has renovated the building and created some perfect settings 
for guest writers to take up residence when they need some time 
apart to immerse themselves fully in their craft.  And there is even 
a substantive editor on their doorstep if they have the need for one!  
The setting is truly stunning.  So if you do know any writers who are 
looking for an inspiring place to be creative, do let them know about 
Jennifer’s mill.  She can reached at jen.day@sympatico.ca

And somehow Jennifer has developed another skill many of us might 
appreciate the difficulty of exercising – that of being able to resist 
the distracting urge to fix the grammar in favour of just focusing on 
the substance.  Amazing!

EDUCT welcomes Jennifer. 

And, as a footnote, if you are curious about the Gallery of Korea at 
the ROM, take the time to visit it.  It is fascinating, and it is the only 
permanent collection of Korean art in Canada.   Click here for more 
information 

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/galleries/world-
cultures/gallery-korea

An Introduction to the University’s Collections
by David McClay
Philanthropy Manager, Library & University Collections 

Joseph Marshall, Directory of Collections at the University of 
Edinburgh, (London: Third Millennium Publishing, 2016), 304 pp.  
£25 hardback; £14.99 ppbk.

Vibrant and luminous colours amaze on vellum.  Timeless jet-black 
letters contrast sharply with ageless shining gold.  Indisputably a 
work of exceptional skill and a testament of 
devotion that still resonates centuries after 
creation.  Since 1430, this beautiful Book of 
Hours has been held by many hands, mostly 
those of students and staff of the University 
of Edinburgh.  For this is one of the many 
treasures to be found in the University, 
holder of one of the world’s greatest heritage 
collections.  It has been growing since its 
foundation in 1582 and includes rare books, 
archives and manuscripts, art, historical 
musical instruments and a wide range of 
museum objects from anatomical to geological 
specimens.  One hundred kilometres of our 
growing collections are curated by specialist 
staff across 45 sites within the University and are used for teaching, 
research and by the wider public community.

These collections have been built over the centuries through 

David McClay
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donations, whilst philanthropic 
support has gratefully assisted 
with our library, gallery and 
museum buildings, helped 
purchase key items for our 
collections and allowed us to 
care, preserve and make them 
accessible physically, digitally 
and creatively. 
When I started this summer 
in the newly created role of 
Philanthropy Manager for 
the Library and University 
Collections, I felt in many ways 
that I was coming home.  My 
degree in Scottish Historical 
Studies (2002) had introduced 
me to the University and its 
collections.  It had also set me 
off in a rewarding career in 
archives and heritage.  These 
experiences, I naively thought, 
had informed me about the 
extent, variety and importance 
of the University’s collections.  
Quickly, it became clear that 
the collections were far greater 
than I originally thought.  We 
are fortunate that there are 
many approachable professional 
experts to guide and inform us 
about the collections under their 
care.

Whilst there are various printed 
and online books, catalogues, 
guides and lists that describe, 
often in fascinating detail, one 
publication stands out and is 
my first go to: the Directory 
of Collections (2016).  This 

invaluable and easily navigable overview of the principal collections 
is my constant companion.  Clearly laid out, nicely printed with 
extensive and often beautiful illustrations throughout, it is the ideal 
book to dip into.

Whilst my position allows me 
opportunities to see, handle 
and appreciate the University’s 
collections, this is not an 
overly privileged position.  
These treasures are available 
to all: staff, students, alumni 
and the public.  They are 
available physically, in print 
and, increasingly, digitally.  
Anyone investigating the 
University’s collections will 
discover something to satisfy 
their own interests, often 
something of surprising quality, 
range or curiosity.  Perhaps a 
few personal experiences will 
illustrate this point.

One of the Library’s oldest and 
greatest treasures is a Celtic 
Psalter (book of psalms), which 
may be the earliest Scottish 
book still in Scotland.  As so 
few examples of early Scottish 
books survive it is difficult to 
date, but just this month an 
academic and scientific (spectrographic) analysis of the pigments 
used in the illuminations suggests that it cannot date from later 
than about 1000 A.D.  That a book a millennium old still has secrets 
to reveal excites me and reassures that it being entrusted to an 
academic and research institution is correct.

With a long-held interest in Edinburgh’s history, Daniel Wilson’s 
Memorials of Edinburgh in the Olden Time (1848) is a work I know 
well.  Wilson was Edinburgh born and educated.  Imagine my delight 

when I discovered that his original 
illustrative paintings for this work 
are held by the University.  Wilson 
went on to have a distinguished 
academic career in Toronto and is 
considered an important figure in 
the history of archaeology, coining 
the word prehistory.

Another great figure, influenced 
by their time in Edinburgh, is 
revealed in a simple green card-
box.  When opened it holds nine 
shells, otherwise unremarkable 
until they are rearranged to reveal 
an annotation below: “St Helena, 
collected by Charles Darwin”.  We 
know this isn’t a student hoax as 
the provenance via his friend the 

Shells collected by Charles 
Darwin in St. Helena

A page from the Book of Hours 

The skeleton of William Burke, 
notorious murderer
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great geologist Sir Charles Lyell is impeccable.  In fact, we can date 
their collecting to a few days in July 1836 during Darwin’s formative 
visit to the island, which was instrumental in developing his thinking 
about volcanic creation and eventually led to his book Geological 
observations on the volcanic islands visited during the voyage of 
H.M.S. Beagle (1844), a first edition of which is also, of course, in 
the University Library.

The economist and philosopher Adam Smith’s 1,600 volume library 
at the University contains a fine copy of the first edition of Nicolaus 
Copernicus’ seminal work De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (On 
the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres) (1543).  Just one of these 
names gives a charge of excitement, the two together provide an 
expediential increase.  And then, as a further bonus, there are the 
added extensive annotations of a previous, unknown astronomical 
owner.

My final wow moment to relate in exploring the collections comes 
from the Anatomy Museum.  It reflects a golden age, when, for 
generations Edinburgh was arguably the world’s most important and 
influential centre for the teaching and advancement of surgery and 
medicine.  It continues to produce life-saving and life-enhancing 
professionals, with the collections playing a role in their education.  
Amongst the Museum’s expected items are the unusual and unique: 
elephant skeletons, a room of phrenological skulls and the death 
mask and skeleton of infamous mass murderer William Burke.  
Following his and his accomplice William Hare’s lucrative supply of 
corpses to the private anatomy lessons of Dr. Robert Knox, he was 
publicly hanged then dissected in 1829 by the University’s Professor 
Alexander Munro, tertius, with the skeleton then placed on display.

Everyone will have their own areas of interest and items to give 
them their own wow moment.  Anyone starting their search couldn’t 
have a better, more enjoyable guide than the Directory.  A free on-
line version of the book is available at https://collections.ed.ac.uk/
directory and hardback and paperback copies of the Directory of the 
Collections, published by Third Millennium, are available to purchase 
online: https://tmbooks.com/directory-of-collections-at-the-universi-
ty-of-edinburgh.html

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks David McClay for preparing this article.  
For those interested in contacting David for more information on the 
collection and its needs, he can be reached at  
david.mcclay@ed.ac.uk 

Treasurer’s Report
Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s accounts, as of 31 August 2018, 
show a balance of $7,144.20.

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? Please 
pass this newsletter on to anyone who might be interested

https://collections.ed.ac.uk/directory
https://collections.ed.ac.uk/directory
https://tmbooks.com/directory-of-collections-at-the-university-of-edinburgh.html
https://tmbooks.com/directory-of-collections-at-the-university-of-edinburgh.html
mailto:david.mcclay@ed.ac.uk
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us.

Honorary Members of EDUCT
Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed 
for this year, please send your 
cheque, for $35, payable to 
EDUCT, and marked “membership”, 
to our Treasurer, John Krijgsman, 
at: 11 Crossburn Drive, Toronto 
M3B 2Z3. Or pay by INTERAC 
e-transfer, via  
educt.treasurer@gmail.com

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 
 
Chris Valley Ban, President, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net

Brittany Howlett, Vice-President 
and Membership Secretary, 
(M.Sc. 2012), 519.317.9048 
britthowlett@hotmail.com

John Krijgsman, Treasurer, (M.A. 
Hons 1971), 416.444.4719 
jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com 
 
Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News, 
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Immediate 
Past President, (LL.B. 1999), 
416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Henri-Lee Stalk, Assistant Editor of 
EDUCT News, (M.A. Hons 2005), 
416.565.1882 hlstalk@gmail.com

Are You On Our List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 30 September 
2018, we have 153 members, most 
of whom are in the Toronto area. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer. 

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to:
Alex Sayers Web Solutions for 
graphic design and layout
www.alexsayers.com

Do you know of other Edinburgh 
alumni in Toronto?  

Please pass this newsletter on  
to anyone who might be 

interested

mailto:educt.treasurer@gmail.com
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:britthowlett@hotmail.com
mailto:jpwkrijgsman@gmail.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:vcn117@gmail.com
mailto:apearson@bell.net
mailto:hlstalk@gmail.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
http://www.alexsayers.com

