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Issue 45 September 2017

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

In August, at an event hosted by the 
University at Branksome Hall School, 
EDUCT members offered advice to 
the new, local students heading to 
Edinburgh. As always, I feel like 
I come across as a fanatic when 
speaking with the students (“You will 
LOVE it there”, “This will be the best 
experience of your LIFE”), but they 
were all very polite as they quietly 
edged away. 

Our Fall schedule is jam-packed. On 
this page you will see we have our 
first ever axe throwing event. Yes, 
you can bring your own food and 
(alcoholic) drink. As an insurance 
professional, I’m a bit horrified.  But 
as a rowdy east ender, I’m very 
excited to take full advantage of this. 

On 2 November the University will 
be hosting a reception and talk. You 
will receive the invitation from the 
University soon.

Following soon after is another 
exciting event we are happy to 
promote: Alexander McCall Smith 
will talk at the Toronto Reference 
Library on 6 November. Members of 
the public can scramble to get tickets 
through the event’s website. However, 
his publisher very kindly set aside 32 
tickets for paid-up EDUCT members, 
which are available based on a draw. 

A whisky tasting follows on 7 
December. 

And, as ever, if you haven’t already 
paid your fees for 2017, please see 
page 24 for details). 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson  
vcn117@gmail.com

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

Axe Throwing 
When:  Saturday, 28 October 2017, mid-afternoon for two and 

a half hours. Exact time slot to be set when we have all 
eleven people signed up.

Where:  33 Villiers Street, off Cherry Street, in the Toronto 
Portlands. There is parking nearby, and it is a short walk 
from the Distillery District and the Cherry Street streetcar 
loop.

Details:  Sessions are organized in groups.  We start with 
instruction from a coach and practise throwing small axes 
at wooden targets.  After 90 minutes we graduate to our 
group tournament. You may bring food and drink (alcohol 
is permitted).    

Cost:  $46.00 for members and guests.  Pay at door, but note 
that once you have told us you are coming and are part of 
the eleven, we have to hold you to payment.  

RSVP:  pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  416-464-9771

University of Edinburgh Reception and Talk in Toronto 
When:    Thursday, 2 November 2017, 6.15pm - 8.30pm.
Where:   The offices of Torys LLP, 79 Wellington Street West, 33rd 

floor, Toronto. 
Details:   The University, with the assistance of EDUCT, will organize 

a reception and talk for alumni. The event will provide us 
with a great opportunity to find out about recent landmark 
achievements at the University as well as exciting future 
developments. Invitations to be sent out by the University. 
You should RSVP by replying to the University’s email. If 
you do not receive one by 13 October, contact us.

Info:  Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net  416-237-9874 

Alexander McCall Smith at the Toronto Reference Library                                  
When:   Monday, 6 November, 2017, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm.
Where:   Bram & Bluma Appel Salon, Toronto Reference Library, 789 

Yonge Street, Toronto. 
Details:   EDUCT had received 32 free tickets, which are being made 

available to paid-up members on the basis of a draw if 
oversubscribed.  Free tickets also available from the TPL 
web site as of 9:00 am on 16 October, but they go fast.  
More information has been sent to all on our mailing list.  
See also the article on page 7. 

Cost:  No charge. 
Info:  Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net  416-237-9874

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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EDUCT Whisky Tasting                                     
When:   Thursday, 7 December, 2017, 7:00 pm.
Where:   Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 

Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details:   EDUCT member, Rhonda Moore, from Ottawa, will be our 

guide. We will taste a variety of whiskies from different 
regions of Scotland and enjoy cheeses to complement 
them. See also the article on page 8.

Cost:  TBA, but likely $35 for members and guests; $40 for non-
member alumni.

Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 

The 2018 Burns Nightcap                             
When:    Thursday, 18 January 2018, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (7 days 

before Burns). 
Where:   The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at 

Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  
Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on 
Roehampton.

Details:    All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost:  TBA, but likely $45 for members and guests; $50 for non-

member alumni.
Info:  Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca   

416-598-5856
 
University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   
When:   One weekday evening in March 2018. 
Where:   Central Toronto 
Details:   The University is the organizer of this information session 

for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, 
EDUCT will provide some speakers to talk about their 
experiences at Edinburgh.  Recent graduates and alumni 
are particularly encouraged to step forward as speakers.  
All alumni welcome.  Invitations will be sent out by the 
University nearer the time.  

Info:  Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca   
416-598-5856

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When: A Friday in April 2018, 6:30 pm 
Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, 

Toronto.
Details: TBA 
Cost:  TBA but likely $85 for members and guests; $90 non-

member alumni and guests.
Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca    

416-466-8793 
 
Annual General Meeting                                    
When:   A Sunday in late May or early June 2018, 12:00 Noon. 
Where:   TBA 
Details:   There is no charge for the AGM.
Info:  Victoria Crewe-Nelson, victoria.crewe-nelson@lawpro.ca   

416-598-5856

Membership fees for 2017 were due in January.  
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 24 for details.
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defence, employment and broadcasting), Scotland enjoys the right 
to pass legislation on most matters.

Dr. Steven then provided us with some insights into the work of 
the Scottish Law Commission.  Commissioners are appointed by 
Scottish Ministers for an initial term of 5 years, with the possibility 
of re-appointment.  On becoming a Commissioner Dr. Steven 
joined the ranks of some of Scotland’s most profound thinkers on 
legal matters.  With two pivotal referenda having been held during 
his time as a Scottish Law Commissioner, naturally the discussion 
moved towards the potential implications for Scotland and the rest 
of the UK of the recent Brexit vote. 

The formal portion of the talk concluded with Dr. Steven highlighting 
the impact on law reform of the two recent referenda.  Ultimately, 
the more independent Scotland is, the more straightforward law 
reform becomes as issues of legislative competence dissolve.  
However, devolution enhances the political powers vested within the 
Scottish Parliament – for better or for worse.

As he quizzed us throughout the discussion, Dr. Steven’s friendly 
demeanour engaged us, which of course sparked questions 
pertaining to recent political events: the Scottish Referendum on 
Independence; the British Referendum on EU membership; and, 
the then-upcoming snap election in Britain.  Non-partisan and 
measured, Dr. Steven posed questions to elicit conversation rather 
than influence opinions.  Just as any good legal authority should be, 
he was neutral and let the opinions be gathered and formed by us, 
as a group, together.

Might there be another referendum in the cards for Scotland?  At 
this point it is very hard to tell, Dr. Steven told the group, but with 
the outcome of the 23 June 2016 referendum on the EU, the UK 
and, more particularly, Scotland, are found to be in challenging 
times.  The local authority elections in Scotland on 4 May 2017, the 

Dr. Andrew Steven Discusses 
Scottish Law Reform with 
EDUCT
by Dana O’Born

On 5 May 2017, EDUCT was 
fortunate to be have had the 
opportunity to host Dr. Andrew 
Steven for an intimate discussion 
of the changing legal landscape 
in Scotland and the rest of the 
UK.  Dr. Steven, one of my 
former lecturers at Edinburgh, 
happened to be visiting Toronto 
on personal matters.  He very 
kindly offered to take time out 
of his visit to meet with us.  Dr. 
Steven is currently on a leave 
of absence from our University, 
serving as a Scottish Law 
Commissioner.  

A seasoned international 
lecturer, Dr. Steven first provided 
us with an historic overview of 
Scottish law, highlighting the 
fact that Scotland is indeed a 
“mixed” legal system.  This is 
a characteristic that Scotland 
shares in part with Canada or, 
more specifically, with Quebec.  
Quebec is among the ranks of 
a small number of  other legal 
systems that incorporate heavily 
both civil law and common 
law and in which the influence 
of Roman law still finds its 
place within contemporary 
jurisprudence. 

Dr. Steven’s talk then focussed 
on how Scottish law came 
to be influenced by English 
law.   With legislation from only 
one legislature, Westminster, 
and English as a common 
language, it was not until the 
1997 referendum and the 
ensuing Scotland Act 1998 that 
Scotland saw sweeping reform 
through devolution, and a new 
parliament to call its own: 
Holyrood.  Although Westminster 
reserves certain powers related 
to the United Kingdom (among 
them foreign affairs, trade, 

Dr. Andrew Steven (left) with three EDUCT law graduates: (l to r) Alan Pearson, Dana 
O’Born and Alan Fraser 
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EDUCT’s Bowlers: Green and Hot   
by Simon Miles

Unlike last year, thanks to 
some climate change arranged 
by our geographers, Sunday 
11 June hit 31C and added 
lots of sun.  Two rinks were 
in play this year, our fourth 
outing on the greens.  Since 
those who have played in 
previous years have clearly 
not been practising on the 
sly, newcomers like Michael 
Weinberger and Sonny 
Lee were quickly able to 
demonstrate equality before 
the rule-makers.  And while 
Sonny is still an aspiring lawyer 
– he will be going to Edinburgh to read law this September – Michael 
has just qualified to practise and clearly knows how to play by the 

rules.  He hit the jack twice!!  
There may be a simple explanation 
for his success.  Since we were one 
player short, Michael volunteered 
to bowl for both teams playing 
each other on rink # 1.  This gave 
him twice as much rink time to 
hone his skills.  And did he ever do 
a great job!!  EDUCT is thinking of 
letting him carry the flag for us in 
the Summer Olympics!!

On rink # 1 the two teams, despite 
Michael’s presence on both sides, 
were not so evenly matched.  It 
was the Fergusons – Graham and 

day before Dr. Steven talked to 
us, saw a slight decline in the 
popular vote for the Scottish 
Nationalist Party (SNP) and 
a major swing towards the 
Conservatives at the expense of 
the Labour Party.  Parenthetically, 
one can observe that this 
doubtless contributed to a 
tempering of the earlier talk by 
Nicola Sturgeon, Scotland’s 
First Minister, about requesting 
a second referendum on 
independence for Scotland.  And 
then the losses for the SNP in the 
Westminster election of 8 June 
2017 doubtless doused that fire 
further. 

Without attempting to politicize 
the topic of law reform in 
Scotland, discussion within the 
EDUCT group wound up on 
commonalities that Canada still 
shared with the UK and Scotland, 
noting, among other things, that 
Canada hadn’t taken the path 
followed by our neighbours to the 
south and had chosen to remain 
as part of the Commonwealth 
and to bear the imprints of a 
commonwealth legal system. 

On behalf of EDUCT, I would like 
to thank Dr. Steven for his being 
so generous with his time, and 
for his insights and witty banter.  
We look forward to hosting him 
the next time he is in Toronto.  

Editor’s Note: EDUCT also wishes 
to thank Dana O’Born for having 
helped to make this talk happen, 
for her having hosted us at her 
office, where she generously 
treated us with wine, and for this 
article.

Sonny Lee believes in making an offering to 
the God of Bowling….

Despite the excellent instruction, we all had our own way of delivering….

Graham Ferguson, the engineer, lends 
new meaning to the slide rule…
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As ever, EDUCT is indebted to the Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club for 
hosting us.  Derek Peacock and Douglas Turner served as excellent 
guides to the game, and as chastisers, albeit with humour, of those 
who were recalcitrant in observing the subtleties of play.  But pride 
of place goes to Jean Lloyd who organized the splendid tea which 
made all that losing so worthwhile.   Seemingly, we were well 
behaved enough to be invited back again.  We encourage all who 
have never tried their hand at bowls to join us next year.  And since 
the Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club now boasts the Under 25 World 
Champion bowler, Eric Galipeau, who also just happens to be the 
Under 25 Canadian Champion, this is clearly the place to cut your 
teeth! 
 
 
EDUCT’S 2017 Annual General Meeting 
by Simon Miles

Before the lawn bowling on Sunday, 11 June, the 2017 Annual 
General Meeting of EDUCT took place at the Etobicoke Lawn Bowling 
Club.  The meeting dealt with the required business which included 
the financial report showing another successful year and the election 
of the slate of Directors 
and Officers.  Victoria 
Crewe-Nelson continues as 
President,  Alan Pearson 
continues as Immediate 
Past President, Chris Valley 
Ban continues as the Vice-
President and as Treasurer, 
Paul Bradley and Simon 
Miles are continuing as 
Directors at Large with 
responsibilities as Director 
of Communications, 
and Newsletter Editor 
respectively.  The big news 
is that Brittany Howlett joins 
the Board and assumes 
the responsibilities of 
the Membership Director.  
Brittany graduated from 
Edinburgh with an M.Sc. in English Language, in 2012.  She is 
currently the Communications and Social Marketing Coordinator of 
CESBA – the Ontario Association of Adult and Continuing Education 
School Board Administrators.

And then there was the wonderful news, which was not on the 
official agenda, that Rachel Sachs and Con Healy were married in 
our reporting year!!  See the next story for more.

Fionna – battling it out against 
our President, Victoria Crewe-
Nelson, and Sonny Lee…the 
two lawyers.  Well, of course 
the lawyers won the day….and 
handsomely at 12 to 4.

On rink # 2 the difference in 
skills and luck was almost as 
marked.  The McGregors – 
Toni and Ian – ably joined by 
Immediate Past President, Alan 
Pearson, demolished the fun-
loving team of Cynthia Moore, 
Chris Valley Ban and Simon 
Miles by a score of 12 to 5.  Alan 
cheated by using Simon’s balls 
on more than one occasion, 
but these happened to be the 
occasions on which those balls 
decided to cosy up to the jack.

Toni McGregor appears to prefer a more 
roundabout approach…

whereas Michael Weinberger, EDUCT’s 
2017 Champion, demonstrates the low-
fly technique in which the ball does not 
actually touch the ground

Brittany Howlett

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? Please 
pass this newsletter on to anyone who might be interested
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Congratulations Rachel and 
Con!! 
by Simon Miles

Beyond the added excitement of 
the bowling, EDUCT’s otherwise 
rather dour AGM received 
another boost to its reputation 
as the place to be when the 
word got out that Rachel Sachs 
and Con Healy had decided in 
the year being reported on that 
they had merged …. Ooppss, 
make that …. had decided to get 
married !!  They had consciously 
opted for a very quiet ceremony, 
at home, on 19th May, partly 
because Rachel was up to her 
eyeballs in ensuring that she 
would meet all the requirements 
to enable her to practise law in 
Ontario.  They hate to miss out 
on a good party though and are 
working on a second splendid 
occasion sometime next year.
 

EDUCT extends its 
congratulations to Rachel and 
Con and wishes them the 
happiest of times together.

New Students Receive a 
Warm Welcome 
by Simon Miles

This year’s August welcome to 
new students about to set off 
for Edinburgh was again held 
at Branksome Hall School.  The 
format has been rendered much 
less formal and it worked very 

well.  Indeed, one had the feeling that by the end of the evening one 
had been to a splendid social gathering! 

Mary Kate Sherwood, who is now the Acting Regional Director of the 
University’s New York office, did an excellent job of providing a very 
tight, free-flowing introduction to the University that was perfectly 
paced to keep up with the non-stop display of stunning photos of the 
University and the City.  Mary Kate is an American who graduated 
from Edinburgh and she came across very convincingly as she spoke 
to the various things that the new students should be bearing in 
mind.  

Mary Kate was followed by presentations from two younger members 
of EDUCT who sang the praises of their times at Edinburgh.  Hanna 
Nowers, who had earned both her B.Sc. and M.Sc. in Neuroscience 

Rachel Sachs and Con Healy

Mary Kate Sherwood (far left) welcomes (from left) new student Gabrielle Kovacs-
Litman, and Gabrielle’s mother, Julie Kovacs, and father, Barry Litman, and new 
student Sonny Lee. Gabrielle will be pursuing a Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery degree. Sonny will be studying law.

The Messina family was at its second welcome for new students. Last year they 
sent off their eldest daughter, Simona, to study law.  This year, Cathy (far left) and 
Richard are sending off their second daughter, Thea (second from left), to follow in 
Simona’s footsteps for a degree in law.  The youngest daughter, Katia (far right), is 
taking her time to contemplate her future
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had chosen Edinburgh in part because his father and grandfather 
had been there before him, he made clear that he came away from 
Edinburgh feeling it had been the best decision he had made in his 
life.  He was very enthusiastic about the city, the student clubs, and 

the ability to access the continent 
for next to nothing.  

Charlie Laframboise, an American 
student in his fourth year and 
now serving as President of 
the North American Society 
at Edinburgh, did an excellent 
job of winding up the formal 
presentations.

We then turned to the socializing 
and this seemed to be the best 
way for the new students to 

ask the many questions on their minds.  As one can see from the 
smiles on the faces of some of those caught on camera, they were 
obviously looking forward to their time in Edinburgh.

Alexander McCall Smith in Toronto 
by Alan Pearson

As you may have seen in the press, Alexander McCall Smith will be 
speaking on Thursday 6 November 2017, 
at 7 pm, at the Toronto Reference Library, 
at 789 Yonge Street, just north of Bloor 
Street. Tickets for this event are free but 
they are made available only three weeks 
before the event.  In prior years they were 
taken up very quickly, so you may wish 
to log onto the TPL website at 9 am on 
October 16 to be sure of securing yours.  
Buy your tickets here.

For those of you who are not familiar with 
Alexander McCall Smith, he is an alumnus 
of Edinburgh University, having graduated 
with a law degree and subsequently 
obtaining a PhD.  He was the first Professor of Medical Law at the 
University and is now Emeritus Professor at its School of Law. 

However, he is better known as a prodigious author of fiction, having 
published on a variety of topics including his award-winning series 
“The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency”.  He writes of Edinburgh in his 
“44 Scotland Street” and “Isabel Dalhousie” series.

This is the link to his website.

We have asked Alexander McCall Smith if he would speak at an 
EDUCT event when he is in Toronto in 2018.  We will keep you 
posted on this.

at Edinburgh, made her sixth 
appearance before prospective 
or new students.  Hanna is very 
adept at capturing the essence 
of what it is like to spend time at 
Edinburgh.  She played up the 

imagery of studying at the same 
place as Darwin had so many 
years before.  She conveyed 
the range of student society 
activities with her references to 
wet suits and volunteering with 
young street kids.  There was the 
romantic angle…she met Patrick, 
her future husband there…and 
the employment advantage…
she found prospective employers 
taken by the time she had spent 
in Edinburgh.  As a former 
Branksome student, Hanna was 
very much at home.

Elliott Simpson, who graduated 
with his M.A. (Hons) in 
International Business and French 
in 2016, put on an excellent 
first performance.  Although he 

Adriana Richards (right) with her 
daughter Naomi, who will be spending 
a year studying biology as part of her 
undergraduate degree from UBC

Recent M.Sc. graduate in operational 
research, Rui Luo (right) welcomes Chiara 
D’Orazio, who will be pursuing an LL.B. at 
Edinburgh.

Miriam Porter is off to Edinburgh to 
pursue an M.Sc. in Landscape and Well-
being

Alexander McCall Smith

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/star-talks-alexander-mccall-smith-tickets-36560190514?aff=es2
http://www.alexandermccallsmith.com/
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Whisky, Cheese and Yarns: 
EDUCT’S Upcoming Tasting 
by Rhonda Moore

In conversation with Simon Miles 
last year I agreed to guide the 
2017 EDUCT whisky tasting in 
Toronto.  My challenge was to 
narrow my choice of whiskies to 
just five.  

This will be the fourth whisky 
tasting I’ve hosted.  Each time 
I agree to do so, the choice of 
which whiskies to profile is the 
hardest part of each event.  I 
love whisky.  How to choose just 
five?  Perhaps the decision will 
become easier with time.  For 
the EDUCT tasting, here is the 
rationale shaping my choice of 
whiskies and the intended flavour 
of the event:

• Simon has given me a strict 
budget for the evening, and 
asked that at least some of 
the whiskies we taste will 
be available from the Liquor 
Control Board of Ontario.  At 
least two whiskies will fall into 
this category. 

• Living in the Nation’s Capital, 
just a stone’s throw from 
la belle province, offers 
temptations to which the 
LCBO seem impervious.  
For those of you who are 
particularly fond of Speyside 
whiskies, the Société des 
alcools du Québec is a gift in 
Canada.  One of our whiskies 

may travel from Quebec to 
Toronto.

• Lastly, one whisky will be a 
treat that I’ve imported from 
the UK.  There is a lot of good 
Scottish whisky in the world.  
Canada attracts only a small 
fraction.  

What, do you ask, is the theme 
of the evening that will bring 
these whiskies together?  It’s 
whisky and yarns.  Whisky is a 
labour of love and patience.  The 
Scots understand this well. Good 
whisky takes years to cultivate.  
Whisky is a luxury that has 
earned the respect of a leisurely 
evening which we will pass with 
some tales told by yours truly.  

To whet your appetite, I will leave you with a hint of what is to come 
on December 7.  While in Scotland, I became very disciplined in 
my studies so that I could use my spare time to travel to as many 
distilleries as possible.  By the end of my year I had visited 36 
distilleries across the four whisky regions of Scotland: the Highlands, 
Speyside, the Lowlands, and the Islands.  (And if you, like me, agree 
that Campbelltown should be its own region, then we can agree that 
I visited all five.)

Some of my visits to distilleries were part of the group tours 
organized by the University of Edinburgh’s Water of Life Society.  
Other visits were made solo, achieved by riding trains, buses or 
hiking across the country, including up to the Orkney Islands.  I met 
many lovely people during my tours, shared drams and meals, and 
managed to weasel my way into and out of some unique situations.  
I look forward to telling you about how I managed to get inside a 
(full) barley kiln, how I used a barrel thief to extract a sample of a 
special Brora cask, and how I survived tail-gating at Ardbeg.  

In addition to my own yarns, I will share the following information 
for each dram we taste: information about the distillery, where the 
whisky is available for purchase, tasting notes, and how the dram 
complements the cheese pairing.    

I look forward to you joining me for a dramtastic evening!  

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Rhonda for being the inspiration behind 
this year’s tasting.  For details of the whisky tasting, see the front 
page of this newsletter.

Rhonda Moore

Bonfire on the beach, Port Charlotte, Islay 
April 2014
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where “we can be free and no man owns the fish”.  This was after he 
had gone through yet another encounter with the law in his village 
in Banffshire due to his propensity to fish in the laird’s stream.  And 
Trudeau offered wise advice in encouraging the young graduates to 
learn from their failures as well as their successes as they embarked 
on their new life.  He challenged them to be bold, be brave, be open 
to the incredible opportunities in front of them, and to be the best 
versions of themselves.  And, he advised, if something excites you a 
lot and scares you a little, you should probably do it.

EDUCT extends its congratulations to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 

Professor Charlotte Clarke in Toronto 
by Simon Miles 

Professor Charlotte Clarke, Head of the School of Health in Social 
Science, and International Dean, College of Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, at the University of Edinburgh, visited Toronto in 
July while taking part in a leadership programme for university 
administrators.  Charlotte very kindly found time to meet with Chris 
Valley Ban, EDUCT’s Treasurer, Brittany Howlett, our new Board 
member, and me to discuss a number of issues of mutual interest.  

Charlotte reported that the Brexit negotiations have created 
considerable uncertainty for universities in the UK, particularly for 
international staff and in relation to whether European research 
funding would continue to be accessible.  The next two years are 
likely to remain challenging but the University has been responding 

by establishing a European Office, strengthening support to 
international staff and developing a network of partnerships with 
European Universities.

We also discussed: the challenges for clubs, such as EDUCT, in 
helping the University keep up-to-date records on the coordinates of 
its alumni, given data protection legislation; the University’s plans 
for its relations with alumni clubs; contingency funding to capitalize 
on one-time opportunities; and, plans for a visit from the Principal or 

Prime Minister Trudeau 
Receives Honorary Doctorate 
from the University of 
Edinburgh 
by Simon Miles

EDUCT members were delighted 
to learn that our University 
bestowed on our Prime Minister 
an honorary doctorate at its 
graduation ceremony in the 
McEwan Hall on 5 July.  The Rt. 
Hon. Justin Trudeau received 
the honorary degree of Doctor 
honoris causa for his “strong 
commitment to equality and 
diversity”.  

The Prime Minister delivered a 
very moving acceptance speech.  
You can hear see and listen to it 
all here. 

I am sure we can all recall the 
mixed feelings with which we 
contemplated our departure 
into the real world of work after 
our joyous years at Edinburgh.  
Justin Trudeau did an excellent 
job of putting himself in the 
shoes of those graduates he was 
addressing.  He combined the 
humourous with the serious.  He 
spoke of his great grandfather, 
James George Sinclair, and 
his decision to emigrate from 
Scotland in search of a land 

 ….and then addresses the graduates in 
McEwan Hall

The Prime Minister receives his degree 
from Principal Sir Tim O’Shea….

Simon Miles, Charlotte Clarke, Brittany Howlett and Chris Valley Ban

https://thetab.com/uk/edinburgh/2017/07/05/heres-everything-justin-trudeau-just-spoke-honorary-degree-acceptance-speech-35104?utm_source=transactional&utm_campaign=recommendednext&utm_medium=youmayalsolike
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Vice-Principal.

And we had the opportunity to 
learn more about Charlotte’s 
work on dementia.  She has 
provided us with links to two 
films that have been made 
to present in a creative way 
the findings of research 
completed by Charlotte 
and others at Edinburgh in 
partnership with Skimstone 
Arts.  To see the videos, ‘Jack 
and Jill’, and ‘Michael’s Map’, 
go to: https://vimeo.com/
channels/1148563/188113371

The University of Edinburgh 
is also developing a Centre 
for Homeless and Inclusion 
Health – providing clinical 
services, education (for health 
professionals and also law and 
arts students) and research in 
this area of very complex need.  
While in Toronto, Charlotte 
also visited the Centre for 
Urban Health Solutions at St. 
Michael’s Hospital with a view to 
developing links between these 
two unique centres.  We expect 
to hear more about this soon. 
 
 
EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: More Good News   
by Simon Miles

More good news! The market 
has continued to do well and 
the total investment of the Fund 
stood at £75,218 as of the end 
of July, which is the financial 
year-end for the University. 

As ever, all interested are 
reminded that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions.  
Any assistance you can give to 
help us get to the next milestone 
of £80,000 would be much 
appreciated by all in Edinburgh.  
 
 

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Again Good News 
by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the 
EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund is benefitting from the healthy 
markets and continues to expand.  As of the University’s year-end, 
on 31 July 2017, the total investment stood at £162,849.

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions. 
 
 
Donating stock: a win/win for you and the University 
by Liz Reilly - Director of Philanthropy and Donor Relations, 
University of Edinburgh

Did you know that you can donate gifts of securities to the University 
of Edinburgh?  When you donate a gift of securities you will receive 
a tax receipt for the market value of the donation.  Gifts of securities 
may also be eligible for an inclusion rate of zero on Capital Gains.  
In order to qualify for this zero rate you must donate the securities 
and not the proceeds of their sale.  If you sell your securities and 
then donate the proceeds you will be liable for Capital Gains Tax.

There can be considerable tax advantages to donating the securities 
directly to the University.  However, we encourage you to consult 
your tax adviser first.

If, following your discussion with your tax adviser, you would like to 
donate securities, please contact Gregor Hall, Finance Manager at 
the University of Edinburgh’s Development Trust at G.Hall@ed.ac.uk.  
He’ll take the details of the securities and confirm that the University 
can accept them.  Gregor should also be able to help with many 
of your questions.  However, as is the case with any charity, the 
University cannot give specific tax advice to individuals.  You should 
always seek independent tax advice before going ahead with a gift of 
securities. 

Thank you, in advance, for considering this win/win option of 
supporting your University. 
 
 
Lesley Forrest Wins Gold at the World Transplant Games 
by Simon Miles

Lesley Forrest is the efficient and charming administrator at the 
University of Edinburgh who keeps track of EDUCT’s two endowment 
funds.  Over the last few years, I have come to learn a little about 
her other life.  In her spare time Lesley is very active in the sporting 
world and in volunteer work in support of those needing and 
receiving organ transplants.  Lesley underwent an organ transplant 
in 1996. Forever grateful for her new kidney and determined to 
keep healthy, Lesley follows what for most of us would be a fairly 
challenging exercise regime.  I wince when she tells me about 
running up Arthur’s Seat in dreadful weather.  No wonder she found 
Malaga, in late June and early July, a welcoming locale for this year’s 

https://vimeo.com/channels/1148563/188113371
https://vimeo.com/channels/1148563/188113371
mailto:G.Hall@ed.ac.uk
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World Transplant Games. 

There were 1,300 athletes at 
the games this year.  They came 
from 52 countries and competed 
in about 20 different sporting 
events.  Lesley came away with 
four medals.  She won gold for 
the 3,000 metres run; a silver 
medal for the 400 metres track 
race; and two bronze medals for 
the 50 metres and 100 metres 
breastroke races.

And as if that wasn’t enough, 
she then dashed off to the 
British Transplant Games, held 
in Lanarkshire in late July.  She 
was one of 24 members of the 
Edinburgh hospital team.  At 
the British Transplant Games 
there are usually about 800 
competitors.  Again, Lesley was 
on the podium, this time with a 
gold for the 3,000 metres run; 
two silver medals for the 400 
metres track race and for the 
50 metres breastroke race; and, 
two bronze medals for the 200 
metres track race and the ten-
pin bowling.   

Lesley finds the events 
particularly inspiring when she 
sees the achievements of people 
overcoming the challenges 
associated with the need for 

organ transplants. She has been very 
active in fund-raising for enabling 
transplants and, more generally, in 
raising awareness of the need for 
support for organ transplants. 

Lesley has been recognized in various 
ways for both her athletic achievements 
and her volunteer fund-raising and 
associated transplant support work.  In 
2008 she was one of two recipients of 
the newly-introduced Principal’s Medal, 
which is awarded to a member of 
staff and/or a student for exceptional 
contributions to the wider community, 
whether that community be Edinburgh 
or the world.   In 2011 she received her 
MBE for her contributions to the support 
of organ transplant work and her athletic 
prowess.  And in 2012 she was one of the runners carrying the 
Olympic torch through Edinburgh ahead of the Olympic Games when 
they were held in London. Her run up the Royal Mile to Edinburgh 
Castle, with the crowds cheering her on was an unforgettable 
experience for her.    

Time for a rest?  Well, a short one maybe.  Lesley, bitten by the 
Spanish sun, is off to Madrid for a holiday. 

EDUCT extends its congratulations to Lesley for her inspiring 
achievements. 

Katherine Grainger Made Dame and Appointed to Head UK 
Sport 
by Simon Miles

On 1 July 2017, as Canada celebrated 150 years as a Confederation, 
Dame Katherine Grainger, the highly respected British rower and 
Edinburgh graduate, started work as Chair of UK Sport.

Dame Katherine is Britain’s most highly decorated Olympic medalist, 
having won a medal at five consecutive Olympic Games from 2000 

Lesley Forrest carries the Olympic Torch 
up the Royal Mile in 2012

Lesley with her MBE at 
Buckingham Palace in 2011

Dame Katherine Grainger
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John Rae is one such alumnus.  Although he was shunned by 
much of British society when he brought home the news that the 
last survivors on the ill-fated Franklin expedition had resorted to 
cannibalism, in recent years his achievements have been given the 
recognition they deserve.  

John Rae was born in September 1813, in the Hall of Clestrain, 
the family house in Orkney.  His father was the local agent for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company.  John was privately tutored and spent 
much of his childhood sailing, shooting and rock climbing – all very 
good training for a future explorer.  At the age of 16 John moved 
to Edinburgh to study medicine at the University of Edinburgh.  In 
those days one could graduate in medicine four years later.  John 
was a qualified licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons at the age 
of 20. 

Like any successful Edinburgh graduate, John got his first job right 
away.  In the summer of 1833 he was appointed surgeon for the 
Hudson Bay Company’s (HBC) ship, Prince of Wales, for its voyage 
to Moose Factory, in the mouth of the Moose River that flows into 
southern James Bay, in northern Ontario.  The outward journey 
went well but on its return the ship was trapped in Hudson’s Bay by 
ice that had already formed in Hudson Strait.  The passengers and 
crew suffered from scurvy as they overwintered on the uninhabited 
Charlton Island in southern James Bay.  John lost two of the crew to 
scurvy and only saved everyone else by discovering cranberries that 
had been buried under the snow.  As soon as they were able to sail, 
the ship went back to Moose Factory.

John decided to stay at Moose Factory, as the local HBC surgeon.  
He remained for 10 years, gradually becoming more involved in 
the work of the HBC.  In 1844, Sir George Simpson, the Governor 
of HBC, appointed Rae to lead an expedition to survey parts of 
the northern coastline.  Unfortunately, shortly after he arrived in 

to 2016.  She learned to row 
while at Edinburgh reading for 
her LL.B.  In 2011, Edinburgh 
bestowed an honorary doctorate 
on Katherine. 

She has assumed the Chair 
when there is much controversy 
surrounding British sport.  
Although medal-winning 
performances at the Olympics 
are at an all-time high, the 
scandals surrounding British 
Cycling need attention and a 
recently-released more general 
report on the welfare of athletes, 
entitled ‘Duty of Care in Sport’, 
which addresses other issues 
relating to bullying, harassment 
and sexual abuse, has made 
clear the need for action on 
several fronts if the current 
system is to serve current and 
future athletes well.

Katherine Grainger was made a 
Dame Commander of the British 
Empire in the 2017 New Year 
Honours, on 30 December 2016. 

EDUCT congratulates Dame 
Katherine on both appointments 
and wishes her the very best for 
her new role in British sport.

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks 
Geoffrey Rose, EDUCT Friend, for 
the lead on this story.   

 
John Rae: Surgeon and 
Explorer Who Mapped Much 
of the Canadian Arctic 
by Simon Miles

As Canadians celebrate the 
sesquicentennial of the founding 
of Canada it seems appropriate 
to profile a famous alumnus 
who played a part in the early 
exploration of the terrain before 
it actually became united as one 
country.  

The Hall of Clestrain, Orkney

Famous Alumni
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HBC and Richardson 
sailed for England.  
While returning 
from a fur gathering 
trip in 1850, John 
received instructions 
from Sir George 
Simpson, of HBC, 
and the Admiralty 
in London, that he 
should continue his 
search for Franklin. 
This second search 
for Franklin, in 1851, 
also drew a blank.  
In 1853, John had 
proposed to HBC 
that he undertake 
a survey expedition 
to complete the 
mapping of the 
coast of mainland 
North America.  This 
trip extended into 
1854.  It was on 
this expedition that 
John is credited by 
some historians, 
such as Ken McGoogan, with having discovered the last link to the 
completion of the famed North-west Passage.  Not surprisingly, this 
has been challenged by other historians.  In April of that year John 
had a chance encounter with an Inuk who told him of the death of 
a party of white men several years earlier.  Set on his survey work, 
John did not follow up on this lead immediately.  When he returned 
to his winter camp in Repulse Bay he was approached by more Inuit 
about the death of the white men.  From this encounter John was 
able to determine that Franklin had been seen at the mouth of the 
Great Fish River.  And those Inuit were able to sell John a number of 
articles, including silverware inscribed with Frankiln’s initials and a 
medal belonging to Franklin.  

Since a £10,000 reward had been offered to the person who could 
come back with evidence of the fate of the Franklin expedition, and 
bear in mind that this would be worth about £870,000 today, John 
set sail for England in September 1854.  However, as already noted, 
his report that Franklin’s men had resorted to cannibalism did not go 
down well with London society.  Lady Franklin had been building up 
a picture of her husband as a great hero.  Cannibalism did not fit.  
John did not get the knighthood that one could reasonably expect to 
be given to such an explorer.  (Sir John Richardson had received his 
in 1846.)  It took until 1856 for the reward to be given to John and 
his men.  

John retired from the HBC in 1856 and from 1857 to 1859 he settled 
in Hamilton, in what was then Upper Canada.  Two of his brothers 
were living there.  In 1860 he married Catherine Thompson, of 

Upper Fort Garry, where he was 
to receive his instruction on 
surveying, his instructor died.  
This meant that he had to travel 
all the way to Toronto to receive 
the necessary training.  This trip 
involved walking 1,200 miles 
from Upper Fort Garry to Sault 
St. Marie.  It is hardly surprising 
that he was later referred to 
as ‘the long strider’ by his Inuk 
friends. 

Expeditions in those days 
often took several years to 
complete.  Although John left 
Toronto in 1845, he spent his 
first winter in York Factory and 
his second at Repulse Bay.  He 
was indeed one of the first 
Europeans to overwinter in the 
high Arctic without a supply 
boat.  He continued surveying 
until September of 1847, by 
which time he had reduced the 
uncharted territory that Simpson 
had asked him to survey to less 
than 100 miles of coastline.  He 
then returned to England and 
Scotland for a break.

By 1848 there was great concern 
as to the fate of the Franklin 
expedition that had set out in 
1845.  Sir John Richardson, 
another explorer and medical 
graduate of the University of 
Edinburgh, had volunteered to 
lead an expedition in search 
of Franklin.  Sir John had been 
a member of Franklin’s first 
(1819-’22) and second (1824-
’26) expeditions and, following 
the death of his first wife, 
had married Franklin’s niece.  
Richardson, by then 60, named 
John Rae as his second in 
command.  There were some 40 
attempts to search for Franklin 
and they contributed greatly to 
the knowledge of the Canadian 
Arctic.  John was involved in 
three of these.  The first (1848-
’49) was led by Richardson 
but found nothing.  John Rae 
returned to his work for the 

John Rae, painted by Stephen Pearce, 1852, National 
Portrait Gallery, London. Image courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons
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being remembered by his friends as a lovely man.  He was very easy 
going, had a great sense of humour, and always had an enigmatic 
smile.  Above all, he was always extremely kind to whomever he 
met.  Obviously, that helped him in his becoming the impossible: the 
much-loved dentist.

He had always enjoyed life and even in his last months he had the 
same positive outlook. Indeed, he had planned to turn up to our 
bowling event in June to see whether he could once again hit the 
jack – something he was very good at.  On the day, he just could not 
manage it.

Jack was born in Alexandria, in Egypt.  His early schooling was there, 
followed by Brighton, England.  After graduating from Edinburgh in 
Dentistry in 1962 he immediately came to Canada to join his parents 
in Montreal. 

One of Jack’s close friends from his University days is Dr. Ted 
Whitehead.  Ted recalls that when he first arrived at Toronto General 
Hospital, as a Cardiac Fellow, he went into the dining hall only to 
find Jack sitting there.  We all shared a cottage on Lake of Bays in 
those early days.  Ted reminded me of the time that he drove down 
with Jack to rendezvous with friends at our favourite pub, Malloney’s, 
on Grenville Street.  As they pulled up at the pub, the rear wheel of 
Jack’s massive Pontiac just kept moving down the street…straight for 
Addison’s, where the car had been fixed (supposedly)!  

This may be the one time when Jack had overextended his 
philosophy of “exercise minimum effort and the world will unfold 
as it should”.  He was remarkably good at getting away with this 
maxim.  At Edinburgh, Christine Gude, who has recently left EDUCT 
to move to the west coast, had been a longtime girlfriend of one of 
Jack’s best friends, my old flat mate, Gerry Maratchi.  Gerry was also 
from Egypt.  They loved playing cards.  Christine recalls a weekend 
ski trip we all took to the Cairngorms.  Of course, it was a gamble 
as to whether the weather would produce snow or rain.  On this 

Toronto, although we know little 
about her.  With his wife he 
returned to London where his 
base was in Holland Park.  But 
his love of travel got the better 
of him and before long he was off 
again doing survey work for HBC 
in various parts of North America.  
By about 1866 he was more 
settled in London, but enjoyed 
his trips back to Orkney.  A bust 
of John Rae that was made in 
1866 by George MacCallum is to 
be found at our University.  The 
John Rae collection at the Royal 
Scottish Museum, in Edinburgh, 
includes some of his personal 
effects and a few of the relics of 
the Franklin expedition that he 
had acquired from the Inuit.  

John Rae died in 1893 and was 
buried in St. Magnus Cathedral in 
Orkney.  Despite his not receiving 
a knighthood, he was honoured 
in many other ways.  The Royal 
Geographical Society awarded 
him the Founder’s Medal in 1852; 
McGill University bestowed on 
him an honorary MD and our 
University of Edinburgh gave 
him an honorary LL.D. in 1856.  
He was elected a fellow of the 
Royal Society in 1880.  In 2014 a 
plaque was installed in his honour 
in Westminster Abbey.

EDUCT acknowledges the 
valuable assistance of Wikipedia 
and the Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography in compiling this 
profile, and thanks EDUCT Friend 
Geoffrey Rose for first suggesting 
we recognize Rae. 
 
 

Jacques Mendoza Dies  
by Simon Miles

It was very sad news.  Joseph 
Jacques Mendoza died on 18 
August 2017, at the age of 80.  
Better known to us as Jack, he is 

OBITUARY
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particular occasion, it was very 
miserable drizzle that greeted us 
as we arrived at the foot of the 
mountain.  The naïve among us 
set off to climb the mountain, 
hoping it would be snowing at 
the top.  The wise, namely Jack 
and Gerry, sat in the bus, played 
cards, and kept very warm … for 
the whole weekend!   

After he had completed his 
obligatory year to qualify to 
practise in Canada Jack set up his 
own dental practice.  He has been 
my dentist from the time I turned 
up in Toronto, and I still have all 
my teeth as a testimony to his 
good work!  Christine bettered 
that: she was treated by Jack 
for 50 years in Toronto and even 
in Edinburgh during Jack’s final 
year in University.   The sad thing 
is that he retired only two years 
ago, and thus had little time to 
enjoy a supposed retirement.

He had a son, David, and two 
daughters, Judith and Joanna, 
by his first marriage to June 
Henderson.  Judith’s three 
children, Benjamin, Hannah 
and Mia, were the light of Jack’s 
life.  June remained a friend, 
even when Jack later remarried, 
this time to Anneli Lewin.  She 
brought two more children, 
Michelle and Martin, to the 
growing family.  Anneli has been 
to several EDUCT events and our 
photo shows Anneli and Jack with 
your Editor at the dinner held 
at the time of the University’s 
General Council meeting here in 
Toronto in 2014.   

Anneli had more tales to recount 
of Jack’s very laid-back view of 
life.  He had been thrown off a 
large camel in India but hopped 
right back on again.  Shortly after 
that he was on safari in Africa, 
when he decided to take a ride in 
a small four-seater, single-engine 
plane.  He did not believe in seat 
belts, not even in planes.  Only 

when the plane had reached its cruising height had his companion 
noticed that not only was Jack not strapped in but that his door was 
open.  Clearly, if you can fall off a large camel and survive, you can 
fall out of a small plane and live to tell the tale.  Fortunately, he did 
not put the theory to the test.

He will be sorely missed. 
 

Considering Technology and Art: Crib Notes for Your Next 
Cocktail Party 
by Natalie Rochon

Big questions concerning the interplay between technology and 
art seem to be popping up everywhere I turn: from seminars, to 
concerts, to the articles I’ve been reading.  Here, I present intriguing 
questions, links, resources and commentary as a starting point to ‘dip 
your toe in the pool’ of this very large topic.  May these fuel lively 
debate among friends at your next social gathering!  

Is Technology Helping or Hindering the Advancement of our Culture?

Earlier this summer I had the valuable opportunity to listen to 
Canadian artist and writer, Douglas Coupland (bio here: http://

www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/
article/douglas-coupland/).  His talk sparked 
questions concerning the future of art and 
artistic expression.  Coupland reflected on our 
rapidly changing culture and proposed the 
cause of this shift: specifically, the ubiquitous 
dependence on technology.  He re-iterated 
his well-known quote “I miss my pre-internet 
brain”, realizing he not only misses that brain, 
but cannot remember it, and it’s now gone.  He 
spoke in a non-judgmental, matter of fact 
manner; there is an inevitable shift happening, 
due to technology.  Coupland’s writings and 
visual art deal with technology and cultural 
phenomena and trends.  View some of his art 
here: https://goo.gl/images/RxKwPJ

If Technology Brings a Beautiful Experience to Life, Do We Still Call 
this Experience Art?

The recent Coldplay (pop music group) performance was kicked off 
with a beautiful multi-sensory experience: a light show synched to 
music and projected against the CN tower.  (See amateur video of 
this: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=QifqMd9RbPo).  Does this 
exemplify art coming to life: specifically, a momentary and fleeting 
artistic experience conceived and executed by the technical effects 

Conversation Topics for the Artfully Inclined

Douglas Coupland: A 
Computer on Every Desk 
and in Every Home, 
2011.  Acrylic and latex 
on canvas, 91.5 x 91.5 
cm.  Art Labor Gallery, 
Shanghai.  

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/douglas-coupland/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/douglas-coupland/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/douglas-coupland/
https://goo.gl/images/RxKwPJ
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=QifqMd9RbPo


EDUCT News September 2017

16

engineering function still be considered wholly and completely art? 

Should Technology Become a Means by Which Art is Created?

Douglas Eck is interested in establishing a new way for his peers to 
produce their work by using technology.  Eck is hoping that society 
will be more open to the idea that the act of creating can be dictated 
by machines which analyze patterns in the structure of a given 
object.  The artist is given a new object (image) for manipulation 
and perhaps presentation.  To read about this click here. If an artist 
is no longer in full control of images produced, who is the ultimate 
creator, human artist or machine?   Can something which is created 
with machine involvement still be art, or should these be considered 
separate from the art process itself?  Or, can a hybrid product which 
is machine generated and modified by a human still be true art? 

Let the artful technological debates begin!

Should you wish to absorb in person some works which embrace 
technology, here are 10 Canadian artists using technology to create 
their work. Some are Toronto-based.  Go to: http://canadianart.ca/
features/forward-looking-canadian-artists/  
 

Zero Degrees—or, How a Canadian Helped the World Regulate 
Time and Space  
by Charles Withers

Editor’s Note: Professor Charles Withers is well known to EDUCT, 
having been our speaker at our Annual Dinner in 2008, the centenary 
year of the Institute of Geography, at Edinburgh.  That visit inspired 
the establishment of the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  
Professor Withers, Ogilvie Chair in Geography at the University, also 
serves as The Geographer Royal for Scotland.  Readers of EDUCT 
News may recall the review we published, in May 2012, of Professor 
Withers’ seminal book Scotland: Mapping the Nation.  When I was 
in touch with Professor Withers recently, I learned of his latest book, 
on the fascinating history of the establishment of the Greenwich 
meridian.  Professor Withers kindly agreed to provide us with an 
introduction to his book – an introduction tailored for a Canadian 
audience.  This appears below.

Charles Withers, Zero Degrees: Geographies of the Prime 
Meridian, (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2017), 336 
pp. ISBN 9780674088818 (hbk), US$29.95.  Check HUP website for 
reduced prices.

The prime meridian is the line and the point at which the world’s 
longitude is set at 0˚.  Both longitude on the one hand, and time’s 
measurement on the other, are based on the prime meridian.  Since 
1884, it has been fixed at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, in the 

designer?  Or, is art only that 
which can be hung on a wall and 
therefore experienced repeatedly?

(As a side note, an upcoming 
light show exhibition to check 
out this winter: Ontario Place - 
Massive Light Exhibition Winter).

 

Should Art Evolve to 
Accommodate and Camouflage 
Technological Pursuit?

What if art is a mechanism for 
clean energy technology?:

http://www.cbc.ca/news/
technology/artfully-using-
stained-glass-to-capture-
solar-energy-1.1410760.  The 
technological function built 
into this art is invisible to the 
viewer.  Artful expression remains 
prominent, while technical 
workings are hidden.  If the 
machine-like features of this 
piece were also at the forefront 
of the viewer’s experience, would 
the artful essence be lost?  Can a 
creation that conceals a practical 

NEW BOOKS
Matty Mo (aka The Most Famous Artist): 
Mark Zuckerberg x Chuck Close.  Mo 
built his own AI-assisted computer 
program that takes images and online 
filters (in this case filters based on the 
work of the artist Chuck Close) to create 
stylized prints.  Printed on Museo Max 
365.  Produced by proprietary artificial 
intelligence.  66.04 x 50.8 cm.  On 
display: www.themostfamousartist.com

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/14/arts/design/google-how-ai-creates-new-music-and-new-artists-project-magenta.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=wide-thumb&module=mini-moth&region=top-stories-below&WT.nav=top-stories-below
http://canadianart.ca/features/forward-looking-canadian-artists/
http://canadianart.ca/features/forward-looking-canadian-artists/
http://www.blogto.com/arts/2017/08/ontario-place-hosting-massive-light-exhibition-winter/
http://www.blogto.com/arts/2017/08/ontario-place-hosting-massive-light-exhibition-winter/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/artfully-using-stained-glass-to-capture-solar-energy-1.1410760
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/artfully-using-stained-glass-to-capture-solar-energy-1.1410760
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/artfully-using-stained-glass-to-capture-solar-energy-1.1410760
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/artfully-using-stained-glass-to-capture-solar-energy-1.1410760
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are lines of longitude, 
geographical conventions 
designed to measure the 
earth.  In one sense, 
positioning the prime 
meridian is wholly 
arbitrary: it might reflect 
an individual’s choice, or 
an agreed-upon decision by 
one nation’s politicians and 
geographers.  In another 
sense, as delegates to 
Washington knew, the 
choice of the “prime” 
meridian was far from 
arbitrary.  It was always 
an expression of vested 
interests—scientific, 
political, or navigational. 

There are two principal 
conceptions of prime 
meridians: the cartographic 
or measured; and, 
the observed.  The 
cartographic or measured 

prime meridian is that meridian, either point or line, marked on a 
map as 0˚, “zero degrees of longitude.”  These initial meridians may 
become convention by repeated usage, or, equally, might be replaced 
by the adoption of another cartographic first meridian reflecting 
a different purpose.  An observed prime meridian is based upon 
an astronomical observatory.  It is associated with the publication 
by that observatory of an ephemeris, an astronomical calendar in 
which the predicted positions of the principal celestial bodies were 
listed as an aid to astronomy and navigation.  This distinction was 
often blurred in practice since astronomers and surveyors might 
refer equally to the “local” meridian in making use of measurements 
from their initial base point.  Similarly, navigators used the term 
loosely or interchangeably (where they referred to it at all).  Early 
modern geographers commonly referred to the “prime” meridian in 
positioning longitude as east or west of a certain point which, the 
user was invited to assume, had been determined by observation 
when it had not. 

The result was geographical confusion.  Classical geographers and 
some Islamic scholars took the prime meridian to be the Canary 
Islands.  The French formally acknowledged this position by royal 
edict in 1634, but the French also reckoned from a different prime 
meridian, Paris.  The Dutch based their prime meridian on the 
Canaries, but from the “Pike” (peak) of Teneriff (Tenerife).  The 
British differed again, taking their prime meridian either from 
different islands in the Azores, or from London (by which was usually 
meant, before about 1770, St Paul’s Cathedral, not Greenwich).  
From 1850, and until 1912, the United States employed two prime 
meridians: Washington for topographical and astronomical purposes, 
Greenwich for maritime navigation, and, after 1883, for the 

United Kingdom.  Greenwich’s 
position as the world’s 0° baseline 
is the result of the International 
Meridian Conference, held in 
Washington DC in 1884.  The 
aim of the Conference was “to 
create a new accord among 
the nations by agreeing upon a 
meridian proper to be employed 
as a common zero of longitude 
and standard of time throughout 
the world.”  It was, the 
Conference Chair stressed, now 
understood by the scientists and 
governments of the world “that 
it is desirable to adopt a single 
prime meridian for all nations, in 
place of the multiplicity of initial 
meridians which now exist.” 

These issues—notably the 
geographies of the prime 
meridian before 1884 and the 
Washington meeting—are the 
subject of my new book, Zero 
Degrees: Geographies of the 
Prime Meridian.  They are issues 
in which Sandford Fleming, 
Canadian engineer, inventor and 
Chancellor of Queen’s University 
(and Scot by birth) played a large 
part. 

From one point of view, you can 
have as many prime meridians 
as you like.  All meridian lines 

Charles Withers
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regulation of its railways.

By the late nineteenth century, 
contemporaries were everywhere 
encountering and living with 
numerous prime meridians, 
each a reflection of the political 
authority and established 
scientific practices of different 
nations.  What the problem 
of different prime meridians 
highlighted was that there was 
no universal standard point 
against which to measure space 
and time.  It is in this respect 
that Sandford Fleming played 
an important part in stimulating 
public debate about the prime 
meridian, about which of several 
possibilities it might be, and 
why the prime meridian, and the 
regulation of universal time, was 
a necessary key element in the 
‘modernity’ of the world. 

The problem was not just that 
different prime meridians in 
different countries were used 
differently by different scientific, 
nautical, geographical, and 
other parties.  The issue was 
compounded by there being 
no universal time or agreed-
upon civil day.  In a series of 
publications and in association 
with the Canadian Institute 
for Science, based in Toronto, 
Fleming advocated for a universal 
system of time keeping.  Fleming 
was one of the four-man 
British delegation to the 1884 
Washington meeting.  Although 
his ideas over the choice of the 
world’s prime meridian were not 
accepted at Washington (nor by 
his fellow delegates with whom 
relations were at moments quite 
severely strained!), Fleming 
was an influential figure in 
advancing discussions about the 
importance of the prime meridian 
as a baseline for the world’s 
measurement in agreed ways: 
one line, one place, one site from 
which to rule the world. 

Establishing a single prime meridian was about choosing the 
appropriate place, and the appropriate methods, against which to 
regulate time and space in a world of difference.  Even after the 
recommendation of 1884 that Greenwich be the world’s single prime 
meridian - the choice being determined on practical grounds rather 
than on any intrinsic scientific merit - different 0° continued to be 
employed. 

Zero Degrees: Geographies of the Prime Meridian is about the prime 
meridian as a too often taken-for-granted geographical feature.  It is 
a book about the historical geographies of the many different prime 
meridians in use before the world moved to rule itself from Greenwich 
- and about why Greenwich did not at once come into play for the 
whole world.  It is also a study in the geographies of accuracy and of 
modernity - why one point on the earth’s surface became the world’s 

baseline and why the 
ways we measure the 
world should not be 
taken for granted. 

The figure shown here 
illustrates Sandford 
Fleming’s choice for a 
universally acceptable 
prime meridian.  In 
a series of papers 
from the mid-1870s, 
Fleming argued for the 
standardization of time 
and a single universal 
prime meridian: for this, 
he has been considered 
the “father of Universal 
Time”.  For Fleming, 
“The establishment of an 
initial or prime meridian 
as the recognized 
starting point of time-
reckoning by all nations, 
affects the whole 

area of civilization, and conflicting opinions may arise concerning 
its position.  Its consideration must therefore be approached in a 
broad cosmopolitan spirit, so as to avoid offence to national feeling 
and prejudice.”  His proposal for the world’s prime meridian to be 
sited in the Bering Strait was an attempt to provide such a neutral 
“cosmopolitan” baseline for the world - and a way of promoting his 
scheme for universal time.  
 
 

Sandford Fleming’s  proposal for the world’s prime 
meridian to be sited in the Bering Strait.  Source: 
Sandford Fleming, Longitude and Time-Reckoning 
(Toronto: Copp, Clark & Co., 1879), opposite page 60.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and 
news. If you have something you would like to share, please 
contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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The book is dedicated to Sir Tim O’Shea, who will be demitting office 
as Principal and Vice-Chancellor in February 2018.  It is a fitting 
expression of gratitude to Sir Tim.  As the authors note, two of the 
many things Sir Tim brought to the University were the sense of 
ceremony with a human touch and his enthusiastic support for the 
restoration of several of the University’s iconic buildings.  For the 
student, there is no occasion so ceremonious as graduation day, 
and surely there is no building so dramatic as the McEwan Hall, that 
extravagant expression of Early Italian Renaissance design. 

The heart of the book is the history of graduation and the restoration 
of the McEwan Hall.  However, we are first given some valuable 
context within which to appreciate these two foci of interest.  

We start with a brief history of the University.  Of particular relevance 
are two facts: for many years there were very few who experienced 

Remember That Happiest of 
Days? : Now There is a Book 
About Graduation Day 
by Simon Miles

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Graduation: Celebrating 400 
years of personal achievement 
at the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: The University of 
Edinburgh, 2017), 34 pp., ppbk. 
£10.00.  Available from Simon 
Miles at cost, based on exchange 
rate.  Currently Cdn. $16.50.

Graduation day surely stands out 
as one of the most memorable 
days of any student’s life.  For 
the majority of us, it was one of 
extremes: of great relief, of great 
happiness and, if we had time to 
contemplate it, of considerable 
sadness.  Jean Grier and Mary 
Bownes are fast becoming known 
to avid readers of EDUCT News 
as prolific recorders of the history 
of the University of Edinburgh.  
In this latest booklet, they have 
again hit the nail on the head 
when it comes to identifying 
a theme of interest to alumni.  
Doubtless, this slim volume 
is aimed at being the vade 
mecum of the young graduate, 
who wants a connection with 
that memorable graduation 
day.  But for those of us who 
graduated some time ago, this 
is a fascinating account of both 
the history of the changes in the 
ceremony over some 400 years, 
and all that goes into making that 
day so momentous for each of 
us.

Today, the University runs some 
17 graduation ceremonies in 
the summer and another nine in 
November.  Yes, we remember 
just that one; but those involved 
have to repeat that another 25 
times!  Yes, we were exhausted 
after all that revelry; but think of 
what this must demand of those 
who are behind the scenes and 
those who perform on stage, 
every one of them helping to 
make each of those many days 
run like clockwork – for us! 

The restored McEwan Hall in 2017: whether you look down….

….or up, it’s spectacular
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what today we call a ‘graduation’; 
and, thus, there was no demand 
for a great hall in which to hold 
a magnificent ceremony.  More 
poignantly, for many years 
after its founding in 1583, the 
University operated out of a 
collection of run-down buildings.  
It took ages to get a decent 
building funded and built.  Old 
College, whose foundation stone 
was laid in 1789, was completed 
as a main structure only in 1840, 
and then it took many more 
years to add the dome, of 1886, 
and the Golden Boy, of 1889.  

We are then taken into the 
evolution of what today is the 
graduation ceremony.  In the 
early days, the few students 
who completed their studies 
at the University went through 
a laureation ceremony.  The 
authors liken this to the 
early equivalent of a modern 
recruitment fair.  Students had to 
perform before a public audience, 
mostly in Latin and Greek, to 
show that they had mastered 
their subjects.  These ceremonies 
were seemingly not very popular 
with the magistands, as the final 
year students were known, and 
many left town ahead of time.  

The modern graduation ceremony 
is outlined succinctly and with 
enticing bits of information.  Who 
knew that that splendid mace, 
carried by the Bedellus, is a 
replacement for the original one 
that had been stolen in the 1780s 
and never recovered?  And did 
you know that the tapping on the 
heads of the new graduates with 
a bunnet is an act of manumitting 
the graduates, or releasing them 
from the bondage to which they 
have been subjected by the 
University until such time as they 
have demonstrated that they are 
masters of the subjects they have 
been studying?  

We are provided with fascinating 
details on the growth in numbers 
of students and of graduates 
over time.  It was only in the 
1860s that the number of 
students graduating began to 

create an effective demand for a ‘University Hall’.  And, of course, 
as the numbers of students grew, so did the demand for other 
buildings.  Again, more context is provided with a brief synopsis of 
the construction during the period of major expansion of physical 
plant of the University in the second half of the Nineteenth century.  
Indeed, it was the launching of the University’s Tercentenary Appeal, 
in 1884, that led William McEwan, the very successful local brewer, 
to start making donations that eventually amounted to the £115,000 
needed to complete the McEwan Hall.  Lest you may think that was 
a bargain, in today’s prices, depending on how one calculates its 
contemporary equivalent, we are talking about anything from £11.5 
million to £175 million.     

The McEwan Hall, unlike Old College, was built in short order.  It 
was started in 1888 and its opening ceremony was held in 1897.  
On that occasion William McEwan received an honorary degree for 
his extreme generosity.  As the authors are at pains to emphasize, 
today’s most generous donors do not receive honorary degrees but 
are honoured as University Benefactors.  The book is resplendent 
with magnificent photographs throughout.  However, particularly 
striking are those of the paintings and architectural details of what 
one can see in the McEwan Hall.  The Hall has had to undergo 
considerable restoration from 2014 to 2017 but the end result is very 
impressive.  We are taken through that restoration exercise and the 
redevelopment of the public space surrounding the Hall.

The book ends with a nice note on life after graduation.  Not 
surprisingly, there is reference to the tendency of some alumni 
to create or join alumni clubs.  But best of all, there is a splendid 
photograph, by our own Ian McGregor, of a group of five ladies, 
dressed to the nines in tartan, at one of EDUCT’s Burns Suppers.  
This is another good reason for you to buy this beautifully illustrated 
and very informative book on one of the most memorable events in 
your time at Edinburgh.

And a final reason to buy a copy is that all profits from sales go 
towards supporting student bursaries.  You get to feel good as soon 
as you have bought your copy! 
 
 
 
The World Talks About Scottish Literature  
by Donald Gillies 

Second World Congress of Scottish Literatures and Eighteenth-
Century Scottish Studies Society: Dialogues and Diasporas. Simon 
Fraser University, Vancouver, June 21-25, 2017

The first World Congress of Scottish Literatures was held at the 
University of Glasgow in 2014 and brought together a broad range of 
international participants.  The second, this year in Vancouver, was 
even larger, with over a hundred presentations and participants from 
every continent but Antarctica.  While EDUCT members will have 
various levels of awareness and interest in Scottish literature and 
studies, they may share my happy surprise at the importance these 
topics hold for so many researchers worldwide.  Although many have 
no evident connection at first glance to Scotland, they nevertheless 
express a deep interest in the many manifestations and treatments of 
its culture over the centuries.

Supporting organizations for the congress included the International 
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Association for the Study 
of Scottish Literatures, the 
Association for Scottish Literary 
Studies, the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council 
of Canada, several Canadian 
and American universities, and, 
of historical significance, the 
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, 
of which more shortly.  Scottish 
universities participating were 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, the Highlands and 
Islands, and Napier, with the rest 
of the United Kingdom sending 
six scholars from England, 
Northern Ireland and Wales.  
Canadian universities represented 
were Simon Fraser as the host, 
along with British Columbia, 
Carleton, Guelph, Manitoba, 
Memorial, Ottawa, Prince Edward 
Island, Queen’s, St Francis Xavier, 
Toronto, Trinity Western and 
Wilfrid Laurier.  Asia sent three 
presenters, New Zealand two, 
Continental Europe nine, and one 
came from Brazil.  Forty American 
universities formed the largest 
national contingent. 

 
The Dialogues

Out of this heterogeneous 
Scotophilic assemblage, what 
dialogues might one have 
expected to emerge?  As you 
will see, they were many, all-
encompassing and rewarding to 
any participant with Scotland in 
head and heart.  Their themes 
reached back four centuries 
to poet Allan Ramsay (1686 – 
1758) and up to Peter May’s 
contemporary Lewis Trilogy 
novels set in the Outer Isles, with 
a thorough address of writers 
and poets, some familiarly woven 
into the fabric of Scottish culture 
and others best known only to 
scholarly specialists, over the 
centuries in between. 

Of the former, Allan Ramsay, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, John 
Buchan, Sir Walter Scott, 
C.M. Grieve writing as Hugh 
MacDiarmid, and David Hume 
received coverage appropriate to 
their status.  The lesser-known 

Linda Cracknell, Iain M. Banks, Canada’s Alastair MacLeod, Frederick 
Niven,  Thomas Pennant, Gavin Turnbull, Irvine Welsh, Edwin Morgan, 
Norman MacCaig, Tormod Caimbeul, and the prolific but forgotten 
pre-Harlequin romantic novelist Annie S. Swan (1859 – 1943) were 
brought to our attention, the first time for many of us.

The Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society is an 
interdisciplinary and international society examining all aspects of 
eighteenth-century Scottish culture and society.  Within this congress 
it contributed a number of sessions and papers addressing the 
period, which includes the Scottish Enlightenment in which Edinburgh 
figured large.

A panel entitled Jurisdiction and Proscription: Designing and 
Controlling Land and Sea in Eighteenth-Century Scotland lived up to 
its name, giving us these three papers: Saints Turned Freebooters: 
The Darien Venture, Piracy and the Nationalization of Maritime Space, 
1695-1702, about the ill-fated attempt to establish a Scottish colony 
on the Darien Peninsula of Central America; From Disarming to 
Improving – Defining and Describing the Highlands after the ’45; and 
Centres of Civility: Space and Control in Eighteenth-Century Rural 
Planned Settlements.

Allan Ramsay’s writing, editing, and publishing practices received 
a full roundtable. History, Nation and Empire in the Scottish 
Enlightenment dealt with David Hume, John Millar and James 
Macpherson, while Eighteenth-Century Gaelic Literature’s 
International Networks reminded us of the reach of Scotland’s 
second language.  From the Université de Picardie Jules Verne came 
the esoteric Educating the Heir to a Scottish Estate in the Late 17th 
Century. Robert Burns – “Rab” or “Rabbie” if you are of that ilk – 
although the dominant figure in eighteenth-century Scottish poetry, 
received slight attention with only two marginal references.  Still, we 
are not short of writings on Burns. 

Outside the specialism of the eighteenth century, Sir Walter Scott 
remained ever popular, with some attention as well to the best-
selling Robert Louis Stevenson.  Current topics included Petro-
spaces: Shetland Poetry and North Sea Oil out of the University 
of British Columbia and a paper from Nanjing Normal University, 
Freedom from Anxiety in Welsh’s “Trainspotting,” Irvine Welsh’s 1996 
Edinburgh novel made into a film by Danny Boyle, whose 2017 film 
T2 Trainspotting revisits the original characters, still in Edinburgh, 
experiencing anxiety galore.

A striking revelation of a largely unknown dark period in the history 
of Scotland came from the 2017 film, 1745 – An Untold Story of 
Slavery, recounting Scotland’s booming colonial slave trade in the 
eighteenth century when African slaves were kept as trophies and 
pets in the houses of their rich merchant owners.  It has been 
released and can probably be found on several online platforms.  We 
should all see it.

Although the congress dialogues covered over four hundred years 
of Scottish literature and related studies, most were situated in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, but many presenters ventured 
beyond these historical bonds into today’s Scotland. 
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The Diasporas

You cannot combine thoughts of 
Scotland and diasporas without 
immediately reaching for your 
copy of To the Ends of the Earth: 
Scotland’s Global Diaspora, 
1750 –2010, by Sir Tom Devine, 
Director of the Scottish Centre 
for Diaspora Studies in our alma 
mater.  Published in 2011, it 
is the benchmark for dealing 
with this topic and I encourage 
EDUCT members to read it.  
Devine insists that “Scots were 
never limited to the formal 
[British] empire as migrants and 
adventurers.  They were a global 
people whose diasporic roots 
were established in medieval and 
early modern Europe and then 
spread across the world.”  He 
has done much to position the 
Scottish diaspora as a primarily 
Lowland process with industrial 
workers and their families leaving 
to live and work elsewhere, 
taking their trades and skills to 
Canada and many other parts 
of the world.  He maintains that 
the diaspora was not simply the 
result of the 1745-6 Jacobite 
uprising and the Highland 
Clearances of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, a common 
belief.  We do well to keep this 
in mind when we reflect on the 
benefits it brought to the growth 
and development of Canada.

What of the diasporas presented 
at this congress?  We heard A 
Tale of Two Diasporas: Mohawks 
and Scots in the St. Lawrence 
Valley after the American 
Revolution and were provoked 
by Mobile Diasporas? The Future 
of Cultures, Civilizations and 
Identities in Iain M. Banks’s 
Science Fiction.  An early 
perspective from 1927 was 
provided by A Multi-faceted 
Scots-Canadian Literary Legacy: 
Frederick Niven’s “Wild Honey” 
and the Counter-Narration of 
Canada During the Scottish 
Diaspora, set in the Dry Belt 
of British Columbia where 
Kamloops is located.  I am sorry 
I missed After Rotterdam: The 
Internal Dialogue of the Scottish 

Diaspora Returnees, and did not learn who were the dreamers who 
wondered Is there a there, there? The Scottish Highlands and the 
American Dream.  The University of São Paulo offered A Union of 
Affections: British National Tales in Brazil.  Two regions of Canada 
received specific attention, one in Gaelic Heroes of the True North: 
Alexander Fraser’s Literary Interventions in Canadian Gaeldom, the 
other in A Tale of Two Islands: Highland Music Culture on Vancouver 
Island and Cape Breton Island.  The final plenary lecture, Scotland 
and the Dialogue with Time: Science Fiction Diasporas, by Caroline 
McCracken-Flesher, drew on her work characterized by the probing 
question, “How does Scotland, often considered a land of the past, 
lead in science fiction?  ‘Left behind’ by international politics, Scots 
have cultivated alternate places and different times as sites of 
identity so that Scotland can seem a futuristic fiction itself.”  Clearly, 
diasporas past and future abound.

It is evident from these few examples that the Scottish diaspora 
spread far and wide and remains a core facet of Scotland’s history 
and its culture, shared and enjoyed in many parts of the world. 
 
 
The Hudson’s Bay Company

The historical contribution of the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) to 
Canada arises in its longstanding practice of recruiting Scotsmen, 
particularly Orcadians, to serve as factors in its trading posts in the 
north and west of what was to become the Dominion of Canada.  Dr. 
John Rae, an alumnus of the University of Edinburgh, who is profiled 
in this issue of EDUCT News, is one such example.

 
The HBC was founded in London in 1670, moving its corporate 
headquarters in 1970 from London to Winnipeg.  Beginning in 
1920 the company chose to acknowledge its role in the historical 
narrative of Canada by publishing The Beaver: A Journal of Progress, 
which continues today as Canada’s History, and has evolved into a 
respected magazine documenting Canadian history.   Its archives, 
held by the Archives of Manitoba since 1994, are massive, including 
materials from the earliest days of Canada’s colonial prehistory, its 
exploration, westward development, infrastructure, political economy, 
government and especially the fur trade, the commercial origin of 
the HBC.  Such was the fur trade’s significance that the Canadian 
economic historian Harold Innis’s The Fur Trade in Canada: An 
Introduction to Canadian Economic History (1930) positions it at the 
core of what has become Canadian industry, one that relied for its 
growth on the exploitation of its natural resources.  The congress 
chose to acknowledge the role of the HBC by providing a tour of Fort 
Langley National Historic Site, the former fur trading post established 

Sir Tom Devine
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in 1827 east of Vancouver on the Fraser River.  It calls itself “the 
birthplace of British Columbia.” 

A plenary session provided a historical bridge between Scotland, 
Canada and the HBC: Canada 150+: Perspectives on the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, with presentations on Trading Tales: Public and 
Private Narratives of Scots and the Hudson’s Bay Company by staff 
members of the HBC Archives and the University of Manitoba.

As a critical gloss on the role of Fort Langley in a session entitled 
Scottish Encounters in North America, a Simon Fraser University 
graduate student entered the academic fray with the challenging 
title Fort Langley as Palimpsest: Narrative Sublation and Counter-
memories in British Columbia, resisting customary historical 
convention and fully in keeping with contemporary historiography.

In our days in Edinburgh we were immersed in Scotland’s material 
culture, surrounded by the sites and stories of the country’s history 
through the centuries.  In Canada at 150 we gather up what we 
can from the past and celebrate what is revealed about the who, 
the where, the how and the why.  Scots first came to Canada in 
about 1604.  This congress revealed much of Scotland’s part in the 
world’s literature and as well as adding to our store of knowledge of 
Scotland’s contribution to our country in the last five hundred years.

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount to 
be offered to members.  Just how 
much we can offer off the market 
price of £30 depends on our 
shipping costs.  If you would like 
to purchase a copy, or if you are 
planning to visit Edinburgh soon 
and can help with the transport 
of a few copies at no charge, 
please contact Simon Miles at 
416-466-8793 or simon-miles@
sympatico.ca.
 
For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE... 

Hudson Bay Co., Fort Langley, from the left bank of the Fraser River, with Langley 
Buttes in the distance.  Painted by James Madison Alden (1834-1922)

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada 

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us.

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

Are You On Our List?

We  know  of  over  240  alumni  
in  the  Toronto  area.  As of 10 
September 2017, we have 148 
members, most of whom are in 
the Toronto area. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer.
 
EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May 
and September. Please send 
submissions or ideas for articles to 
the Editor:  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to :
Alex Sayers for graphic design and 
layout

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed 
for this year, please send 
your cheque, for $35, payable 
to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
Mr. Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 
Oriole Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 
2G8. 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, President, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, 
Vice-President and Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Alan Pearson, 
Immediate Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Brittany Howlett, 
Membership Secretary,
(M.Sc. 2012), 519.317.9048
britthowlett@hotmail.com

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts, as of 31 August 2017, 
show a balance of $6,667.92. 

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:vcn117@gmail.com
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
mailto:apearson@bell.net
mailto:britthowlett@hotmail.com

