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Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2017  are due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 21 for details.

Happy Hogmanay!   January is that 
time for reflection, when we think 
about people we want to keep in 
touch with.  This is made easy for me 
as a member of EDUCT: I get to see 
my fellow alumni fairly regularly.  For 
example, we may have met on 13 
October, last year, at the reception 
held for the University Vice-Principal 
International, Professor James Smith, 
when he and Professor Grant Jarvie 
spoke to us about the University’s 
recent initiatives and the substantial 
gift from the MasterCard Foundation 
in support of African students at 
Edinburgh. 

Other events you may have attended 
were Pearce Carefoote’s lecture on 
the history of literary censorship 
on 27 October, or the wine tasting 
on 1 December, or our Burns’ Night 
on 19 January (yes, that quiz was 
impossibly hard!).

Looking forward to 2017, I am 
really excited about the EDUCT 
annual dinner, which will be held 31 
March at the Arts & Letters Club.  
To mark Canada’s sesquicentennial 
we’ve asked Douglas Gibson, noted 
publisher, writer and public speaker, 
to talk about what he is perhaps most 
famous for: his relationships with and 
knowledge of Canadian authors (see 
p. 7).  The setting and format for the 
evening are perfect for relaxing and 
catching up with friends.  Do come!  

And do renew your membership (see 
p. 21 for details). 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson 
vcn117@gmail.com

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

The 2017 Burns Nightcap                             
When: Thursday, 19 January 2016, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (6 days before 

Burns). 
Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton 

Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details:  All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost:  $40 for members and guests; $45 for non-member alumni.
Info:  Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net   416-489-2011. 

 

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session    
When: Wednesday, 1 March 2016, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Where:    Upper Canada College             
Details:   The University is the organizer of this information session 

for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT 
will provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at 
Edinburgh.  All EDUCT members are welcome to attend to help 
answer questions from students and their parents during the 
reception.  To help us with numbers, please let us know if you 
plan to attend.  We will then provide you with more details on 
access and parking.

RSVP:   Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net   416-237-9874

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When:  Friday, 31 March 2017, 6:30 pm. 
Where:  The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 
Details:  Douglas Gibson, the renowned author and publisher, will be 

our after-dinner speaker.  Drawing from his latest book, Across 
Canada by Story, Mr. Gibson will help us to celebrate Canada’s 
sesquicentennial, by taking us on a coast-to-coast literary 
adventure.  While stories of famous Canadian authors will form 
the backbone of the talk, we can expect to learn much more 
about our country’s geography and history too.  For further 
information, see the article on page 7 of this newsletter.  Note – 
Salmon will be the main course.  If you have dietary restrictions 
or do not like salmon, do let us know. 

Cost:  $85 for members and guests; $90 for non-member alumni and 
guests.

Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793 

Annual General Meeting 
When:   TBA - A Sunday in late May or early June 2017.
Details:   We are trying to arrange for the AGM to be held in association 

with a lawn bowling or similar event.  Details to follow.      
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Professor James Smith, Vice-Principal International, 
Welcomes Toronto Alumni at Reception 
by Simon Miles

On 13 October 2016, our University, with the assistance of EDUCT, hosted 
a reception for Toronto-area alumni in the splendid space provided to us by 
Torys.  This is becoming an almost annual event now and a very welcome 
one at that.  This year, we had been expecting to have the pleasure of a 
final visit from Sir Tim O’Shea and Lady O’Shea, prior to Sir Tim’s demitting 
office as Principal and Vice-Chancellor next September.  It was not to be.  
Sadly, Sir Tim was detained in Edinburgh on family matters.  We have been 
assured that Sir Tim will try to find a way of squeezing in a visit here before 
he steps down.  EDUCT wishes to assure Sir Tim that, while that would be 
much appreciated, we are very conscious of his horrendous schedule and 
would not want him to push himself even harder than he does now.

Professor James Smith, the University’s Vice-Principal International, very 
ably stepped in.  He was fully supported by the presence of Joanna Storrar, 
Executive Director of the University’s North American Office, and Professor 
Grant Jarvie, Chair of Sport at the School of Education and Director of the 
University’s Academy of Sport.

Following an initial socializing session in which alumni got to meet each 
other, Joanna Storrar opened the formal part of the evening.   Alan Pearson, 
EDUCT’s Past President and former COO of Torys, who was in Scotland at 
the time, was thanked by Joanna for having arranged for the fine facilities 
that enabled us to enjoy one of the last summer sunsets from the comfort 
of a downtown locale.  Our current President, Victoria Crewe-Nelson, was 
also thanked for her part in making the event happen.

Professor James Smith opened his remarks by extending the University 
community’s congratulations to Sir Fraser Stoddart, one of three chemists 
who had just been awarded the 2016 Nobel Prize for Chemistry.  Dr. 
Stoddart earned his B.Sc. and doctorate at Edinburgh and in 1980 was 
honoured with a D.Sc. by Edinburgh for his research into stereochemistry 
beyond the molecule.  (This award will be covered more fully in our May 
issue.)  

James, in addition to his role as Vice-Principal International, is involved in 
the teaching of international development at the University.  Africa is of 
particular interest to him.  Not surprisingly, he spoke with great enthusiasm 

Our three speakers: Joanna Storrar, James Smith and Grant Jarvie
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Edinburgh student, in Dalry, just east of Edinburgh, with the intent, in part, 
of improving the health of the local people there.  Some of his examples 
also illustrate how his work with Bruce Kidd can aid the UN.  Take, for 
instance, the empowering of vulnerable girls and the promotion of girls’ 
rights and gender equality through the use of sports-based programmes in 
Cambodia.  Taken together, Grant’s examples provided us with a fascinating 
insight into the role of sport as a resource of hope in many communities 
throughout the world and its potential contribution to the bettering of 
humanity.

After these stimulating remarks a drink was in order!  We all entered chatter 
mode …and so ended another very enjoyable get-together of alumni.  

EDUCT thanks our three visitors for having come so far to meet with us, and 
Torys for the provision of the delightful space. 

Dr. Pearce J. Carefoote Addresses the Futility of Censorship 
by Chris Valley Ban 

On the evening of Thursday, 27 October 2016, Dr. Pearce J. Carefoote, 
a librarian at the Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library at the University of 
Toronto, gave EDUCT a short talk about the history of literary censorship.   
Dr. Carefoote has a gift for choosing his anecdotes and articulating them 
well.  Recalling the childhood confiscation of his comic book, Batman, he 
recognized early on the futility of censorship in action.

The tragedy of 11 September 2001 made him conscious of a creeping 
chill in free speech.  “The centre is no longer exempt from its censoring 
tendencies”, Carefoote observed of the media that became more silent than 
usual in their role of seeking the truth, thus allowing an implicit, state-
sanctioned censorship to take hold of the body politic.  It was in this post 
9/11 atmosphere that Dr. Carefoote had decided to examine the roots 
of this self-censorship more broadly by tracing the evolution of literary 
censorship from its origin in the West to the present day.  His 2007 book, 
Forbidden Fruit: Banned, Censored, and Challenged Books from Dante to 
Harry Potter, is the comprehensive result of this research.  As he wrote so 
concisely:  “Historically, book banning has occurred in two forms: the work 
is either censored at the outset so that it never sees the light of day, or 
its publication, sale, and transport are subsequently declared illegal.  The 
second has been the most common practice in the West since about 1720.”

about the recently announced 
$27 million support that has been 
provided to the University by the 
MasterCard Foundation, based in 
Toronto.  (This grant was covered at 
length in EDUCT News of September 
2016.)  A short video was shown 
of African students at Edinburgh 
speaking to the advantages of this 
support and the emphasis placed 
on ensuring the recipients return to 
Africa to help improve the lot of their 
fellow citizens.  James presented 
this outstanding grant as illustrative 
of the exemplary work of Sir Tim 
in greatly expanding the financial 
support for students at Edinburgh 
during his tenure as Principal.  He 
noted the significant contribution 
that EDUCT has already made, as 
a young club, in establishing its 
two funds and he encouraged us 
to continue our good work in this 
regard. 

Professor Grant Jarvie happened 
to be in Toronto at the time of the 
reception.  He is collaborating with 
Dr. Bruce Kidd, Vice-President of the 
University of Toronto, and another 
internationally respected figure in 
sports education.  They have been 
working on a number of initiatives 
designed to highlight the role of 
sports in helping foster community 
development, both in Scotland 
and Canada and in developing 
countries.  Grant reported that 
one of these joint initiatives was 
being given shape at a meeting 
in Toronto that week of the two 
universities and the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office.  Its objective 
was to identify a role for sport in 
the implementation of the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

Casting a broad net, Grant touched 
on a number of contributions of 
sport to the development of healthy 
communities around the world.  
Starting close to home here, Grant 
cited the emphasis being given to 
enabling young refugees settling 
in Canada to participate in sports, 
such as basketball, that give those 
refugees another way of integrating 
with the community.  He went back 
in history to the founding in 1824 of 
a “foot-ball club” by John Hope, an 

Dr. Pearce Carefoote (left) welcomed by Chris Valley Ban
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to interpretation.  As Carefoote noted, ‘Proof-texting’, or the selection of 
passages out of context, was accepted as evidence in courts for many 
years.  The book is deemed an agent of corruption without a full reading 
of the text in question, its literary merit a moot point.  This was the fate of 
D.H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover, which had appeared, in Canada, in 
an abridged form until 1962, when the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that 
the unexpurgated version could be sold in Canada. 
 
On political correctness Carefoote observed “Public institutions are caught in 
the clash between Western society’s perceived trend to ‘political correctness’ 
and the groups that oppose it on various grounds.”  Some people are 
easily offended by certain subjects in books, and in consequence it may be 
deemed inappropriate to keep those books circulating.  In 1988, Salman 
Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses caused a major uproar in the Muslim world.  
While on the open shelf in the University of Toronto’s Robarts Library the 
book was defaced, so it was placed on the restricted shelves. Then there 
are books that have not aged well.  In some recent editions Mark Twain’s 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been edited to remove the “N” word 
from its text.  Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice can be seen by some 
as offensive in its depiction of Shylock, and this is just the tip of an iceberg.  

A lively discussion followed the talk.  We touched on many recent news 
items where censorship has reared its ugly head.  Someone raised the point 
about the fiction editor of a major Canadian magazine allegedly resigning 
in protest over the editor-in-chief’s objections to the sexual content 
(obscenity) of a story that he, the fiction editor, had approved.

In recent years the Internet has made censorship more easily debatable, 
despite the efforts of school boards and others to put in place futile 
restrictions.  As Michel de Montaigne observed, “To forbid us anything is to 
make us have a mind for it.” 

We thank Dr. Carefoote for giving us a mind for it by sharing his insights 
and observations.
  

Around the World in Six Pinots 
by Paul Bradley

An enthusiastic group of EDUCT members assembled on a cool December 
evening to taste and learn more about wine made from the Pinot noir grape 
and its spread to the New World and beyond from its origins in France. 

There was no wager involved and we didn’t set a time limit, but we 
traversed the globe in a little over 80 minutes, with the aid of our own 
Passepartout, Igal Anselm, who had helped steer us through the red wines 
of Italy a couple of years ago.

Any expedition relies on the contributions of many participants.  In our 
case, our host was Chris Ban, while much needed sustenance was organized 
by Simon Miles, who also doubled as official photographer.  And central to 
the entire event was the supporting cast of EDUCT members, who ensured 
a steady stream of questions, comments and feedback for our expert 
sommelier.

Igal began our journey by explaining the origins of Pinot noir, a term first 
referenced in the 14th century, but likely much older.  Pinot derives from the 
French for pine and refers to the fruit growing in pine-cone-shaped clusters 
and noir, meaning black or dark. 

In his wide ranging, informative, 
often humorous, and challenging 
lecture to us, he covered the 
highlights and recent developments 
in the never-ending battle between 
censorship and freedom.  I shall 
recap selectively here.  

We learned about the 16th century 
Roman Catholic Church, which 
undertook what is regarded as the 
most effective censorship campaign 
in the West at the time.  The Church 
targeted anyone it felt threatened 
its power, including Protestant 
reformers Martin Luther, John Calvin 
and many others, by adding them 
to its Index of Forbidden Books.  As 
one consequence of many, John 
Calvin settled in Geneva where he 
continued to print his incendiary 
beliefs.  Indeed, in time printing 
became the major industry in the 
city.  

In 1534, William Tyndale published 
a vernacular version of the New 
Testament without authorization.  
Copies were banned and burned in 
England.  Prominent Catholics such 
as Thomas More saw the translation 
as a selective interpretation of the 
text and, more damaging, with 
anti-clerical and heretical views.  
Regardless of the attempt at 
censorship, the work had a profound 
impact on society.  In 1611, the 
authoritative King James Bible was 
finished, yet, notably, 90 per cent 
of the text relied on Tyndale.  In 
another illustration of Tyndale’s 
importance it is often said that 
without Tyndale there would have 
been no Shakespeare.  

Blasphemy made room for sedition.  
In Canada, Canada Customs 
controlled what literature came into 
the country.  It was easy to block 
materials published outside Canada, 
such as The Communist Manifesto, 
from entering.  In 1911, to 
circumvent this restriction, someone 
cleverly paid money to have this 
work printed in Vancouver.  

Obscenity has been the focus of 
censorship for the last 100 years 
and it is much harder to define.  
Community standards are open 
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‘finicky’ to grow well outside the Burgundy region.  To demonstrate that 
conventional wisdom should be ignored and that good Pinot noir grows 
elsewhere we travelled 6,000 kilometres to the Niagara Escarpment in 
Ontario.  The Rosewood Estates Winery in the Niagara Escarpment has 
about 12 hectares under cultivation, producing a number of wines, including 
Pinot noir, from fertile limestone-rich clay and shale soil.  The growing 
conditions closely match those of Burgundy.
The Rosewood Estates Pinot noir was lighter-bodied than the Maison 
Chandesais, with an earthier character and fruity aromas.  One of the 
important facets of Pinot noir wines is that the wines reflect their terroir: 
picking up the characteristic of the soil in which they are grown.  This aspect 
of Pinot noir was most noticeable on our next stop.  The Rosewood Estates 
Pinot was judged to be a little ‘light weight’ by comparison with the Maison 
Chandesais.

The Willamette Valley, in Oregon, is topped and tailed by Portland and 
Eugene, and bounded by the Oregon Coast mountains to the west, the 
Cascade Range to the east.  The combination of shelter, height and 
limestone soil conditions make Willamette ideal for growing Pinot noir.  The 
valley even happens to be on the same latitude as Burgundy.  However, 
cultivation of Pinot noir didn’t start until the 1960s, as the area was 
generally regarded as too cool.  A combination of experimentation and 
climate change have resulted in successful adaptation to the area and the 
production of award-winning wines.  In fact, the Willamette valley now 
produces the second largest volume of Pinot noir, in the United States, after 
California. 

The Erath Winery has been producing Pinot noirs since 1972.  The 2014 
Erath Pinot we tasted was the fullest-bodied of all the wines tasted that 
evening.  The wine was a deeper ruby colour than the others, but with 
the same cherry, plum and ‘earthy’ flavours.  For the hard-core red wine 
drinkers in the group, the Erath Pinot packed the punch they were looking 
for and mid-way through the tasting it became the favourite.

From Oregon, we decamped south, down the west coast to the Russian 
River Valley in Sonoma County to try a Pinot noir produced on the Rodney 
Strong Estate.  Conventionally, the Sonoma and Russian River areas are 
regarded as producing America’s best Pinot noirs.  The soil, temperature 

Pinot noir has a reputation for being 
difficult to cultivate as it is sensitive 
to its soil conditions, heat, wind 
and frost.  The grapes have thin 
skins increasing the susceptibility 
to rot and other fungal diseases.  
However, the trade-off is that 
Pinot noir wines have an especially 
complex mix of flavours and 
bouquets, often characterized as 
reminiscent of cherries, currants or 
other berry fruits.

The leading centre for Pinot noir 
production is Burgundy, where the 
grape thrives in limestone-based 
soils with good drainage, cool air 
and long exposure to sunlight 
on east-facing slopes.  Historical 
records suggest that Pinot noir has 
been under cultivation in Burgundy 
since AD100 – perhaps even earlier.  
Each of the other five areas of the 
world that we visited during the 
wine tasting replicated key elements 
of Burgundy’s climate conditions, in 
one form or another.

The starting point for our thirty-
thousand-kilometre trip was the 
2013 Pinot noir from Maison 
Chandesais, a vineyard located 
just north of the town of Beaune, 
where the grapes grow higher up 
the hillside in cool, dry conditions.  
The wine was medium-bodied, 
fruity with a flavour of red or 
black currants: a classic Pinot noir.  
The Maison Chandesais received 
high marks from the ‘expedition’ 
members and it formed the 
benchmark for subsequent wines.

It had traditionally been thought 
that the Pinot noir grape was too 

Our tasters…all paying rapt attention

Our Pinot Noirs…all lined up like skittles…
ready to be knocked down
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and sunlight of Northern California 
mimic many of the best features of 
Burgundy. 

The Rodney Strong estate first 
planted Pinot noir in 1968 and is an 
award-winning Pinot producer.  We 
tried the 2014 Rodney Strong Estate 
Pinot.  It was medium-bodied, fruity 
– lighter than the Erath Pinot – and 
the flavours could be more easily 
discerned, as a result.  If the Erath 
Pinot can be compared to a hearty 
slap on the back, the Rodney Strong 
Estate Pinot was a more welcome 
biff on the shoulder: it welcomed, 
rather than overwhelmed you.

Our fifth wine of the evening took 
us to the Valle de Casablanca in 
Chile.  The region has limestone-
based soil conditions similar 
to those in the other areas we 
visited.  The Casablanca Valley lies 
midway between the coastal city 
of Valparaiso and Santiago and is 
influenced by its near-maritime 
location: early-morning fogs reduce 
temperatures and increase moisture, 
then breezes clear the fog, allowing 
sufficient sun to ripen the grapes. 

Low labour costs in Chile are 
reflected in the lower prices of 
Chilean Pinot noirs and they can 
be considered as bargains by 
comparison with equivalent products 
from France or the US.  We tasted 
a 2014 Gran Reserva from Viña 
Ventisquero.  The wine was at the 
lighter-bodied end of the scale, 
but still had strong earthy and fruit 
flavours.

Finally, we travelled across 
the Pacific to the north end of 
New Zealand’s South Island to 
Marlborough.  The Winegrowers 
of Ara vineyards are located in the 
Wairau Valley – wedged between 
mountains and the sea.  The area 
is one of the sunniest and driest 
parts of New Zealand, but cool 
temperatures encourage Pinot 
noir grapes to ripen and produce 
intensely-flavoured fruit.  Cultivation 
in the area started in the 1970s 
and Pinot noir production is 
comparatively new by comparison 
with the areas we visited in the first 

stages of our trip.

The 2014 Ara Pathway was the lightest of the Pinots we tasted (and in this 
writer’s opinion the best). The wine was a light ruby colour in the glass, 
not too ‘earthy’ and with plenty of cherry and berry aromas, in fact, almost 
spicy!

And, after the rigours of a fast-paced trip from France to New Zealand by 
way of the Americas, the group able to relax and discuss the highlights of 
the journey with a few extra splashes of their favourite Pinot.

All of the wines tasted are available from the LCBO and range in price from 
$16.95 to $24.95. Details are as follows:

• 2013 Maison Chandesais Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Beaune «Les 
Guillottes», Burgundy.

• 2013 Rosewood Estates Winery, Rosewood Select Series Pinot Noir, VQA 
Niagara Escarpment.

• 2014 Erath Winery, Erath Pinot Noir, Oregon.
• 2014 Rodney Strong Estate Vineyards, Pinot Noir Russian River, Sonoma 

County, California.
• 2014 Viña Ventisquero, Queulat, Pinot Noir, Single Vineyard Gran 

Reserva, Casablanca Valley, Chile.
• 2014 Winegrowers of Ara, Ara Pathway, Pinot Noir, Single Estate, 

Marlborough, New Zealand.

EDUCT thanks Paul Bradley for having organized this splendid tour du 
monde and for having the ability to take in what Igal was saying while 
taking in what Igal was pouring. 

…only to be knocked down by the bottles
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These sorts of surprises pop up throughout Doug’s adventure.  

The stories of the authors form the backbone of the book on which 
everything else hangs.   His old friend, EDUCT member Donald Gillies, 
appears in his section on Marshall McLuhan with a revealing anecdote.  
McLuhan was a mesmerizing teacher given to an occasional ruthless 
outburst.  Impressed with the man and his teaching, Gillies, a Ryerson 
teacher, talked his way into one of McLuhan’s classes at U of T.  On one 
occasion he witnessed a student begin an oral presentation with a definition 

read from the Oxford Dictionary.  Marshall 
pounced on him: “You can’t quote an 
English dictionary to me.  I have two BAs, 
two MAs, and a PhD in English!”

There are too many interesting anecdotes 
about writers to even begin to do justice 
to them here.  Rest assured, Doug will 
tailor his show to cover what may be of 
most interest to us. Here I can but offer 
a morsel or two.  For example, the part 
of Canada known today as Alice Munro 
Country had literary antecedents.  The 
founder of Guelph and many other 
settlements, John Galt, was Scotland’s 
most famous novelist after Sir Walter 
Scott.  He gave up his literary career to 
run The Canada Company and settle Upper 
Canada with mainly Scottish settlers.  

Then there is Hugh MacLennan, who 
possibly fathered a love child and was 

author of The Watch That Ends the Night (1958) and many other works.  
Doug asserts that he wrote the most important paragraph in Canadian 
literature.  It encompasses the subject of this show too. 

There is much, much more to cover including the story behind Doug’s 
lifelong fear of barking dogs.  
    
At the end of the night you may well feel pride in being Canadian.  Some of 
Doug’s stories give you a deep sense of wonder and appreciation of learning 
more about our past.  In this regard many would argue Canada is defined 
by the relationship with our neighbour to the South.  Civil rights activist, 
minister and American icon, Martin Luther King gave the Massey Lecture at 
U of T in 1967.  His address dealt in part with the spirituals that are famous 
in black congregations across North America.  Many of these songs evolved 
during the time of slavery.  The lyrics in many of them contain coded 
references to things such as “heaven” – which meant Canada.  At the time 
of the underground railway this was the destination equated with freedom.  
Cleverly, a spiritual like “Follow the Drinking Gourd” is a cloaked lyric which 
helped the escaped slave map his way north to a promised land.  The Gourd 
referred to the big dipper and the North Star’s handle pointed the way to the 
Canadian border. 
            
Pack your compass and reserve a spot at EDUCT’s Annual Dinner for this 
amazing literary adventure.

Douglas Gibson “Across 
Canada by Story” on Our 
Sesquicentennial 
by Chris Valley Ban

Legendary editor and publisher, 
now author and performer, Douglas 
Gibson is familiar to many of us 
who were fortunate to attend his 
earlier show for EDUCT based on his 
book “Stories About Storytellers”.  
For those of you who missed his 
account of working with, and learning 
about, some of our country’s most 
treasured writers and personalities, 
this is a chance to find out what all 
the fuss was about.  His latest show 
is based on his new book “Across 
Canada by Story”, which is a follow-
up with more gossip and delightful 
tales which he will share at EDUCT’s 
annual dinner on Friday, March 31st. 

The rest of us are excited to be 
continuing the journey with this 
gifted raconteur, literary and history 
buff.  As Canada celebrates her 
150th anniversary this year, Gibson 
gives us, as the book’s subheading 
implies, “a coast-to-coast literary 
adventure”.  It more than fills our 
expectations.  After crossing ten 
provinces he urges: “Canada is a 
country with a remarkable history 
and spectacular geography.  Get out 
there and explore it.”  These words 
are a good launch pad to move us 
from imagination to action.

Doug maintains “our Canadian 
history books are much too dull.”  To 
overcome this fault, he successfully 
weaves stories about some of his 
writer friends while adding thoughts 
and impressions about our geography 
and correcting misconceptions about 
place names by drawing upon little 
known or remembered facts in our 
history.  Whenever you drive along 
Highway 400 towards Barrie you 
will pass a dip in the road known as 
Holland Marsh.  I always thought 
it had been named for hearty 
Dutch settlers who were known for 
their ability to drain and recover 
swampland for agricultural use.  In 
fact, it was named after Samuel 
Johannes Holland, a Surveyor 
General, of two centuries ago, who 
has a fascinating biography as well.  
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EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: More generous 
donations
by Simon Miles

In our last newsletter we had called 
for assistance in getting us on our 
way to £70,000.  We are delighted to 
report that we have had a very good 
response from donors in addition to 
having had support from a healthy 
investment environment.  As of the 
end of December 2016, the total 
investment was at £66,360.

As is our tradition, it is in the January 
issue that we thank our donors in the 
previous year.  This year we extend 
our thanks to the following for their 
generosity. 

• A second generous donation 
from Grant Buchan-Terrell of 
Oakville, Ontario.

• A third generous donation from 
Jacques Bernier, of Quebec 
City, Isobel P. Carlyle and 
William J.Carlyle, of Winnipeg, 
Linda Mason, of Picton, Ontario, 
Peter Smith, of Vancouver, 
Fraser Taylor, of Ottawa, Ann 
Wilkie, of Halifax, N.S., and 
Margaret Wyeth, of Victoria, 
B.C.

• A sixth generous donation from 
Janette Hannah, of Hanover, 
NH, USA.

• A seventh generous donation 
from Simon Miles, of Toronto.

• And an eighth generous donation 
from: David Kemp, of Thunder 
Bay, Ontario; and, R. Geoffrey 
Rose, of Macclesfield, England, 
and Pointe Clair, Quebec.

Our thanks are extended to all.  

All interested are reminded that 
the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you 
can give to help us get to the next 
milestone of £70,000 would be much 
appreciated by all in Edinburgh.  

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update
by Simon Miles

We were delighted to hear from the University that all four of the first 
recipients of the EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund have progressed to 
their second year of studies.  Kirsty McCormick and Amy Scott are both in 
their second year of studying Law (for the LLB Hons), Miwa Nagato-Apthorp 
is in her second year of studying Philosophy (for the MA Hons), and Abigail 
Glanville is in her second year of studying English Language (for the MA 
Hons).  We continue to wish them well in their time at Edinburgh.

The Fund is doing well.  As of 30th December 2016, the total investment 
had grown to £146,723.

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains open for 
further contributions.

 
EDUCT Day Declared a Holiday For All Past Presidents 
by James Hunter

EDUCT was founded on December 10, 2002. To celebrate the fourteenth 
anniversary of this momentous event, the past presidents of EDUCT 
assembled, as has become their annual wont, for lunch to celebrate “EDUCT 
Day”. 

There are now seven past presidents.  The photograph below shows the 
five who were able to attend our lunch (unfortunately, work commitments 
kept Margaret Reid and Josh Gillespie from attending) along with our special 

guest, current EDUCT president, Victoria Crewe-Nelson.  

This year, we tried a new location: we moved from the French elegance of 
La Maquette to the British-themed pub: The Bishop and the Belcher.  So, 
it was “au revoir” to filet de carpe au pouligny Saint-Pierre, and “hello” to 
bangers and mash.  

One feature of The Bishop and the Belcher, which may be of interest to 
alumni, is that the mens’ washroom is so denoted, not by the usual male 
stick figure on the door, but rather by a full-colour picture of Edinburgh 

Past Presidents, left to right, Jim Hunter, Paul Bradley, Toni McGregor, Alan Pearson 
and Simon Miles, with guest of honour, current President Victoria Crewe-Nelson.
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“I am absolutely delighted to be joining the University of Edinburgh as 
its next Principal and Vice-Chancellor,” said Professor Mathieson. “I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at the University of Hong Kong and I now 
look forward to leading the University of Edinburgh forward into its next 
chapter. Like Hong Kong, Edinburgh is a truly global institution with a 
great reputation for excellence in teaching and research. Working together 
with students, staff and supporters, I am confident we can build on that 
reputation in the future – during what are exciting and challenging times in 
the world of Higher Education.”     
     
Professor Mathieson’s background is in medical research and teaching, 
specialising in renal medicine, and before taking up the post in Hong Kong 
he was Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry at the University of 
Bristol for six years. He holds a First Class Honours degree in Medicine 
from the University of London and a PhD from the University of Cambridge, 
where he later went on to become Director of Studies for Clinical Medicine at 
Christ’s College.

Professor Mathieson was appointed after a comprehensive and wide-ranging 
international search. The chair of the recruitment panel Anne Richards, who 
is Vice-Convener of the University Court, said:
“We saw a number of candidates of a very high calibre for this post and are 
extremely pleased to have recruited Professor Mathieson as Edinburgh’s 
next Principal and Vice-Chancellor. He has a wealth of experience at a senior 
level in Higher Education and we’re particularly pleased to have attracted 
a candidate from a highly prestigious institution such as the University of 
Hong Kong. He has a very strong legacy on which to build and we have 
every confidence that he is the person to lead the University of Edinburgh 
into an exciting new era.”     

Professor Sir Timothy O’Shea announced last year his intention to demit 
office at the end of September 2017 after 15 years in post. He has kindly 
agreed to remain in post until Professor Mathieson’s starting date which will 
be confirmed in due course.

Professor Mathieson is very much looking forward to meeting students and 
staff upon his arrival in Edinburgh.

Regards

Sarah Smith
University Secretary

Famous Alumni

Reginald Fleming Johnston, British Diplomat and Tutor to the 
Last Emperor of China 
by David Kemp

Editor’s Note: David Kemp, a Friend of EDUCT, received both of his 
degrees in geography from Edinburgh: an M.A., Hons., in 1965, 
and his Ph.D., in 1970.  He immigrated to Canada in 1968.  He 
is now retired, as Professor Emeritus, in Geography, at Lakehead 
University, in Thunder Bay, Ontario.  Avid readers of EDUCT News 
will recall the January 2011 issue with David’s fascinating story of 
the adventures of George Forrest, the Scottish plant collector who 
spent much time in China in the early Twentieth Century. 

alumnus, King Edward VII.  

In keeping with our frugal tradition, 
everyone paid for their own lunch 
discovering, to the delight of all, 
that pub fare costs a lot less than la 
cuisine française.   

Professor Peter Mathieson 
to succeed Sir Tim O’Shea as 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor

Editor’s Note:  Given the 
importance of the news for all 
alumni, we thought we would 
break the rule of not publishing 
any news generated after the 
official publication date of the 
issue (in this case, the end of 
January) and slip this in.  We are 
reproducing here the message 
issued to University students, 
staff and alumni by Sarah Smith, 
the University Secretary.  We will 
bring you more about Professor 
Mathieson in a future issue of 
EDUCT News.

EDUCT congratulates Professor 
Mathieson on his appointment 
and extends a welcome to him to 
visit us in Toronto as soon as is 
convenient for him.

The University is delighted to 
confirm the appointment of 
Professor Peter Mathieson, currently 
President and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Hong Kong, as the next 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Edinburgh.  

Professor Peter Mathieson
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In Bernardo Bertolucci’s movie, 
The Last Emperor, Peter O’Toole 
appears in one scene, sitting atop 
an umpire’s chair in the Forbidden 
City, watching over a tennis match.  
O’Toole is wearing a straw boater, 
white flannels and a navy blue 
blazer with the Edinburgh University 
crest on the breast pocket.  Who 
does he represent?  Why is he 
wearing an Edinburgh University 
crest on his blazer?  Why is he in 
the Forbidden City?  The answers 
to these questions reveal the story 
of a remarkable Scot who lived 
through, and participated in, some 
of the most complex and tumultuous 
events in the history of China.

Peter O’Toole was playing Reginald 
Fleming Johnston, a British diplomat 
who had attended Edinburgh 
University – hence the crest – before 
joining the Colonial Service and 
being posted to China.  He was in 
the Forbidden City as a result of his 
appointment as tutor to Pu Yi, the 
teenaged emperor of China.  Pu Yi, 
his brother and their wives were the 
tennis players in the scene.

Reginald Johnston was born 
in Morningside, an up-scale 
neighbourhood in Edinburgh, in 
1874; his father a lawyer and his 
mother the daughter of an Irish 
minister.  He had a brother and 
a sister.  Reginald was a bright 
scholar, educated at public schools 

in Edinburgh and England with the expectation that he would enter the 
Colonial Service.  He proved to be an excellent student in History and 
English and these were the disciplines he 
chose to study when he entered Edinburgh 
University in 1892.  His studies met with 
success, as indicated by the couple of 
essay prizes he won, but after two years 
he left to move to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, to read Modern History.  Why 
he left Edinburgh is not clear but his 
biographer, Shiona Airlie, has suggested 
that his home life as a child and young 
man was very unhappy and moving away 
was his way of dealing with it.  That 
indeed may be the reason because his 
brother and sister also left home as soon 
as they were able.

In contrast, his time in Oxford seems to 
have been a happy one.  After two years 
he applied to sit the Colonial Service 
exams and would probably have left 
Oxford had he passed, since the positions 
in the service did not require a degree.  However, he failed and returned to 
Magdalen to complete his degree.  He tried again after graduation and this 
time he passed, but with insufficient marks to win a place in the prestigious 
Indian Civil Service.  Instead he was offered a cadetship in Hong Kong, a 
British Crown colony on the South China Sea.  He sailed from Britain in 1898 
to take up his position. 

By the late 1890s, Hong Kong was already well established as a significant 
commercial port for British trade in the Orient.  It had all of the usual 
colonial characteristics, from churches and trading houses to recreation and 
social clubs with the added bonus of a racecourse.  Johnston entered easily 
into the ex-pat life, but unlike many of his contemporaries he also developed 
a great interest in the life and culture of the Chinese among whom he was 
living.  He learned Cantonese and Mandarin and studied Chinese history 
and philosophy.  As early as 1904, he took a trip to Qufu, the birthplace of 
Confucius, and later, as his interest in Chinese Buddhism developed, he met 
the 13th Dalai Lama, one of the few westerners to do so.  He later wrote 
books on both of these philosophies.  Rather than return home during his 
furloughs he took the opportunity to travel around China.  In 1906, for 

example, he took a major trip across the 
country, trekking through Sichuan and 
Yunnan on foot and on the back of a mule, 
trudging through snow drifts over 4000m 
high passes and crossing rivers on flimsy 
rope bridges.  He visited monasteries, 
lodged in the very basic accommodation 
available in small villages and sometimes 
slept in the open.  Quite a feat for a 
young man brought up in the rather 
genteel environment of Morningside. In 
northwest Yunnan he just missed meeting 
the Scottish plant collector George Forrest 
(see EDUCT News January 2011) by a 
couple of days.  When Johnston arrived 

in the town of Lijiang, Forrest had just left on a collecting trip in the nearby 
mountains.  Throughout the trek he recorded his observations on everything 
from the landscape and vegetation of the regions he passed through to the 

Reginald Johnston in his sable 
mandarin robe

Pu YI after he had been expelled 
from the Forbidden City

David Kemp 



EDUCT News January 2017

11

agriculture and religion practised 
by the people he encountered.  On 
his return he put it all together 
in a book entitled From Peking to 
Mandalay.

In 1906, Johnston was transferred 
from Hong Kong to Weihaiwei, a 
British concession on the north shore 
of the Shandong peninsula where he 
acted as Civil Administrator under 
its commissioner James Stewart 
Lockhart.  He and Lockhart had 
much in common.  They were both 
Scots who had attended Edinburgh 
University; both had failed to obtain 
a position in the Indian Civil Service 
and accepted cadetships in Hong 
Kong instead; both were interested 
in Chinese history and culture 
and could speak Cantonese and 
Mandarin.  It is said that they ran 
Weihaiwei on Confucian principles 
rather than according to the Colonial 
Office rulebook.  Johnston remained 
in WeihaiWei until 1918.  During that 
time he took a great interest in the 
complex developments that were 
taking place on the political scene in 
China and other places in what the 
British referred to as the ‘Far East’.

He was there at the time of the 
Boxer Movement in 1900 and the 
Japanese/Russian War in 1904-05; 
he took considerable interest in 
the various attempts at reform in 
China in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries; in 1908, he witnessed the 
death of an emperor and a dowager 
empress and the accession of the 
3 year old ‘Last Emperor’ who was 
to play a central role in his life; in 
1911 he saw the creation of the 
Republic of China.  He met many 
of the individuals involved in these 
events.  As a result of his knowledge 
of the language, both spoken and 
written, as well as his understanding 
of Chinese culture and history, he 
was able to obtain a much better 
grasp of the situation than most 
other westerners at that time.  In 
1934, he published his observations 
on the evolving state of affairs in 
China in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries in his book, Twilight in the 
Forbidden City.   
 
When Johnston arrived in China, 

the Guangxu emperor was on the throne, but it was the emperor’s aunt, 
the dowager empress CiXi, wielded the real power.  His reign had promised 
to be a progressive one and in 1898 he initiated the Hundred Days Reform, 
which would have brought the empire close to becoming a constitutional 
monarchy.  He was supported by a number of intellectuals and liberal 
thinkers, but before the reforms could be put in place, CiXi and her 
conservative supporters, who saw the changes as a threat to their power, 

launched a coup and the emperor was placed under house arrest, which 
lasted until he died in 1908.
  
Although he did not meet CiXi, Johnston had contacts in the court who 
provided him with information and, like most western observers, he had 
little good to say about her.  He saw her actions as helping to bring down 
the Qing Dynasty and he was particularly scathing about her treatment 
of the Guangxu emperor.   He thought that the emperor was a genuine 
reformer and the improvements to the governance of the empire that he 
had been willing to make in the Hundred Days Reform might have prevented 
the uprisings that led to the creation of the republic.  Johnston received 
much of his information from Kang Yu-wei, one of the leading reformers.  
He escaped to Hong Kong, but some of his fellow reformers were executed, 
forced to commit suicide or banished to the far reaches of the empire.  In 
his book, Johnston depicts CiXi as a vain and vengeful woman, who hated 
foreigners, who cruelly treated those who offended her and who was not 
beyond ordering rivals executed to satisfy her wishes.  In this, Johnston 
was no different from most others who wrote about the dowager empress 
at that time.  Some indeed went much further, seeing her as a spendthrift 
who squandered her empire’s money on frivolities and who was involved 
in various forms of debauchery with the eunuchs at court.  More recently, 
CiXi’s role in the history of China has been re-evaluated by writers such as 
Sterling Seagrave and Jung Chang.  They point out that she was certainly 
no benevolent despot, but in terms of executions and spending she was 
probably not all that different from some of her predecessors on the 
dragon throne.  In her defense they note that she reorganized the complex 

An example of the type of trail that Johnston would have travelled on in Yunnan 
during his trek across China
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him to live in the manner to which he was accustomed.  It was expected 
that in time he would move to the Summer Palace.  The agreement seems 
reasonable and perhaps even generous, with Pu Yi being treated almost like 
a foreign head of state.  He was not without his supporters, which led to a 

brief restoration of 
the monarchy for 12 
days in 1917, but 
he was effectively 
a prisoner in the 
Forbidden City and 
remained so until 
1924.

When Pu YI became 
emperor, like all his 
predecessors who 
had been children 
when they ascended 
the throne, he was 
assigned tutors 
who schooled 
him in traditional 
Chinese and Manchu 
history, language 

and literature.  With Pu Yi, however, it was decided that he should also 
learn English and acquire the rudiments of a western education, perhaps 
preparing him for a time when he might be restored to the throne as a 
constitutional monarch.  That was where Reginald Johnston entered the 
scene.  By that time he had been in China for 20 years and had become 
acquainted with many of the politicians involved with the emperor, both 
republican and monarchist, and with distinguished Chinese scholars inside 
and outside the court.  His interest in Chinese history, culture and language 
was well known and in 1919 he was appointed tutor to 13-year-old Pu Yi, 
to become the first foreigner to be allowed into the inner court of the Qing 
Dynasty.  For his appointments in the Forbidden City he was carried in a 
sedan chair to meet the emperor.

What started as a teacher/pupil relationship developed into a firm friendship 
in which Johnston went beyond educating Pu Yi to working to maintain and 
improve his physical and mental welfare. Wishing to have an English name 
Pu Yi chose ‘Henry’ from a list of names of English kings that Johnston 
provided.  Having a ‘royal’ name was considered appropriate for an emperor, 
but it  was to come back to haunt him when the Communists referred to 
him as Mr. Henry Pu 
Yi in an attempt to 
humiliate him.  As well 
as teaching English to 
the young emperor, 
Johnston was also 
expected to introduce 
him to events in the 
wider world.  One 
of the ways he did 
this was by bringing 
newspapers into 
the palace.  He felt 
that the artificial 
environment of the 
Forbidden City was 
far from ideal for 

bureaucracy of the empire; she 
was also responsible for sending 
the first groups of Chinese students 
to the west to learn about modern 
technology; she introduced - some 
would say reluctantly – significant 
educational, economic and social 
reforms following the Boxer 
Uprising.  Despite these attempts 
at some degree of rehabilitation, 
guides at the Summer Palace in 
Beijing continue to describe CiXi as 
a corrupt despot who used state 
revenues to amass vast quantities 
of antiques, jewellery and other 
treasures, many of which, perhaps 
ironically, are today on display in the 
palace. 

The Guangxu emperor died on 
November 14, 1908, and the 
following day CiXi also passed 
away.  Various reports say the CiXi 
had the emperor murdered, either 
by poisoning or strangulation, so 
that he could not return to power 
and institute more reforms.  It 
has also been suggested that the 
eunuchs and other members of the 
court arranged the murder, fearing 
the emperor’s revenge once CiXi 
had gone.  Re-examination of the 
emperor’s remains, in 2008, found 
high levels of arsenic in the body, 
which supports poisoning as the 
cause of death, but what actually 
happened will never be known.  The 
net result of the two deaths was 
that the infant Pu Yi, chosen by CiXi, 
became the Xuantong emperor and 
last ruler of the Qing Dynasty, which 
had ruled China for more than 260 
years. 

Pu Yi was only 3 years old when 
he ascended the throne, but in 3 
more years he had been deposed.  
In 1911, the Qing government 
was unable to deal with a series of 
uprisings that had broken out across 
the empire and the Republic of China 
came into being with Sun Yat-sen 
as its first president.  The following 
year Pu Yi was forced to abdicate.  
Under the terms of the abdication 
agreement – the so-called Articles 
of Favourable Treatment - he was 
allowed to remain in the Forbidden 
City, retain his household staff and 
receive an annual subsidy to allow 

The Dragon and Crane - symbols of imperial China - outside 
CiXi’s residence at the Summer Palace.

Hall of Supreme Harmony in the Forbidden City where 
emperors were enthroned and married
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for in the following year Pu Yi himself was expelled from the palace.   Always 
on the lookout for ways of enhancing the emperor’s quality of life, Johnston 
had a lawn tennis court installed on the site of the destroyed palace.

Pu Yi showed his appreciation for Johnston’s efforts on his behalf by 
conferring on him the title of Mandarin of the Second Rank with Coral Button 
and pictures show him wearing the sable robe that was part of the honour.  
At the time of Pu Yi’s marriage, he was raised to the First Rank and allowed 
to attend parts of the wedding celebrations to which only members of the 
Inner Court were normally invited.  In addition, Johnston was provided with 
a villa in the Western Hills and later a pavilion in the Imperial Garden where 
he and the emperor could study, or just chat, in peace.  Sometimes they 
lunched with other members of the court, including the empress and her 
tutor, an America called Isabel Ingram, the only other foreigner who had 
access to the court.  He also met Chinese politicians and academics, one of 
the latter being Gu Hongming, who had attended the University of Edinburgh, 

graduating with an M.A. in 1877.  Johnston described him as “a stout old 
loyalist”.  Perhaps they reminisced about their time in Edinburgh.
By 1924, life in the Forbidden City was becoming more and more difficult 
and it was decided that Pu Yi should move to the Summer Palace.  With that 
in mind, Johnston was made Warden of the Summer Palace and set about 
making it ready for the emperor.  The move never did take place.  By the 
fall of that year, civil war had broken out among various warlords, a coup 
d’etat followed, the abdication agreement was arbitrarily cancelled and the 
emperor was expelled from the Forbidden City to be confined in his father’s 
house in Peking.  Johnson visited him every day, but as conditions seemed 
to be deteriorating a decision was made to get him into safer quarters in 
the Legation District.  Telling the guards that he was taking Pu Yi for a 
ride in his car, Johnson drove to the Japanese Legation, where he left the 
emperor.  Later Pu Yi moved to the Japanese Concession in Tientsin and 
although he and Johnson continued to keep in contact that was effectively 
the end of their close relationship.  Johnson returned to the Colonial Service, 

a young man and petitioned for a 
move to the Summer Palace, which 
had been allowed for under the 
abdication agreement, but nothing 
came of it.  Similarly, Johnston hoped 
that he could take Pu Yi on a trip to 
Europe to experience some of the 
things that he had read about, but in 
the end he never left China.  When 
he felt his pupil needed help beyond 
what the imperial court was willing 
to provide Johnston did not hesitate 
to challenge those in charge.  When 
he noticed that Pu YI was having 
trouble with his sight he brought in 
an optometrist to check the boy’s 
eyes despite the objections of the 
court officials.  He was prescribed 
eyeglasses, but for the emperor to 
wear such things was seen as a sign 
of weakness and the court would 
not agree to it.  Johnston persisted, 
however, and in the end was 
successful. 
 
One aspect of life at court that 
became almost an obsession with 
Johnston was the role of the Imperial 
Household Department, which was 
responsible for the running of the 
Forbidden City.  The Department 
consisted of officials of mandarin 
rank, their stewards and about 1,000 
eunuchs. In theory they served the 
emperor, but Johnston saw them 
as serving themselves, embezzling 
funds provided by the republican 
government for the upkeep of the 
court, and not beyond selling some 
of the palace treasures.  He tried 
several times to have the work of the 
Department reviewed, by talking with 
the officials he felt were among the 
least corrupt, but to no avail.  The 
situation came to a head following 
a suspicious fire that destroyed the 
Palace of Established Happiness in 
1923.  Although nothing could be 
proven – in part because the fire 
was investigated by the Household 
Department – it was thought that it 
was started by eunuchs to prevent 
an inventory that would have shown 
the absence of household treasures 
stolen and sold by them.  As a result 
of that the emperor banished the 
eunuchs from the Forbidden City and 
instituted a long overdue review of 
the Imperial Household Department.  
It was too little, too late, however, 

The Tower of Buddhist Fragrance on Longevity Hill at the Summer Palace
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first as secretary to the British/
China Indemnity Commission, which 
a quarter of a century after the 
event was still disposing of funds 
from the indemnity paid by China 
following the Boxer Uprising.  From 
there he returned to Weihaiwei as 
Commissioner of the concession.  
When it was returned to the 
Republic of China in 1930, Johnston 
returned to Britain and took up 
a post as Professor of Chinese at 
the School of Oriental Studies in 
London.  Apparently it was not a 
successful move since he was not cut 
out for academic administration or 
teaching.  However, he did complete 
his memoirs of his time in China, 
which were published as Twilight 
in the Forbidden City in 1934.  It 
was dedicated to Pu Yi and included 
a preface written by the emperor, 
detailing his appreciation for what 
Johnston had done to help him 
escape from the “wild soldiery” in 
Peking. He signed it as the Emperor 
Xuantung.

If Reginald Fleming Johnston is 
remembered at all it is because 
he was tutor to the last emperor 
of the Qing Dynasty and of China, 
but in fact, of the thirty three years 
he spent in China, only five were 
devoted to the education of the 
emperor.  For the rest of the time 
he was very much a colonial civil 
servant seeing to the diplomatic 
needs of the British government.  
Unlike many of his fellow diplomats, 
who saw their postings as just 
another a job, Johnston immersed 
himself in the language, history and 
culture of China.  He returned to 
Britain only twice during more than 
thirty years in China and with his 
enjoyment of traditional Chinese 
food and clothing he was probably 
considered by his contemporaries 
of having “gone native”.  He lived 
during turbulent times for China, but 
the turbulence was to increase with 
the Japanese invasion, the outbreak 
of the Second World War and the 
Communist revolution, all of which 
would play a part in the later life of 
Pu Yi, beginning when he was set 
up by the Japanese as the puppet 
ruler of Manchukuo or Manchuria, the 
original home of the Qing Dynasty.  

It is not clear what Johnston thought of that but he did fly the Manchukuo 
flag over his Chinese garden on the island of Eilean Righ in Loch Craignish, 
near Oban in western Scotland.  Perhaps fortunately, he did not live to see 
the later travails of his pupil at the hands of the Communists.  He died in 
1938 and was cremated in Edinburgh.  His ashes were scattered on the 
island of Eilean Righ.
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Welcome To Our New Members
by Simon Miles

Brittany Smith

Brittany Smith is a consultant in the Financial Services Group of EY, formerly 
known as Ernst and Young. 
 
Brittany was born in Toronto and went to school here – at Branksome Hall 
School.  Branksome gave Brittany her first exposure to the world at large.  
When she was sixteen she was on the school’s debating team and was 
selected to attend the International Independent School Public Speaking 
Competition in Reading, England.  Brittany placed in the competition’s 
finals and placed in the top 10 for parliamentary debating.  The next year, 

she spent the Christmas 
holidays on a school-
organized service trip to 
India, where she and her 
classmates volunteered 
at an orphanage in 
Jaipur.  The trip was seen 
to be complementary 
to the International 
Baccalaureate programme 
in which Brittany 
graduated with Honours.  
The experience opened 
her eyes to the challenges 
facing those in the 
developing world and 
further motivated her Brittany Smith in India
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interest to become involved in her 
community.  As such, Brittany served 
as the elected Community Service 
Prefect in her graduating year. 

From Branksome, Brittany went on 
to Mount Allison University, in New 
Brunswick, to pursue a Bachelor 
of Commerce (B. Comm.) with a 
minor in International Development 
Studies.  Active throughout the school 
community and student government, 
Brittany ended up with the singular 
honour of being one of six students 
elected to the University’s Senate, 
and that in her second year there.  
The following year, eager to explore 
more of the world, Brittany pursued 
Mount Allison’s exchange programme 
with The Hague University of Applied 
Sciences. Brittany was particularly 
interested in the school given its 
location close to the centre of 
action of the European Union.  She 
profited from her time by serving 
as the English editor for a magazine 
published by Stichting JASON, an 
organization focused on international 
peace and security issues.  Brittany’s 
experience in The Hague proved very 
valuable for building an international 
network and friendships which still 
exist today. 

In her final year at Mount Allison, with 
her growing interest in international 
development, Brittany became active 
in Mount Allison’s chapter of Global 
Brigades, specifically focusing on 
the micro-finance division.  Global 
Brigades presents itself as the 
world’s largest student-led global 
health and sustainable development 
organization.  Besides being involved 
in fund-raising for the organization, 
Brittany spent ten days in Honduras 
providing rural community members 
with a banking system, access to 
loans, financial literacy programmes, 
and education.

Graduating from Mount Allison in 
2013 with her B.Comm. and the 
honour of being on the Dean’s List, 
Brittany sought the opportunity to 
culturally immerse herself abroad 
for a year-long stint. As such, she 
decided to travel to Thailand to teach 
biology, in English, to students aged 
10-15 in a town on the border of 

Laos.  As one of few Westerners in the town, Brittany was welcomed into the 
homes and families of many who live so differently from those of us in the 
West.  She is still in touch with the friends she made abroad and would love 
to go back for a visit in the coming years.  Following teaching, Brittany was 
joined by three girlfriends to travel around much of South-East Asia. 

Back in Toronto the following May, Brittany returned to the Bank of 
Montreal, for the fifth time no less, to work as a financial intern for the 
summer.  Rotating throughout a myriad of departments at the Bank not only 
complemented her university studies, but also provided excellent exposure to 
the financial services ecosystem in Toronto and developed her technical skills. 
 
Brittany had arranged for her place at Edinburgh while she had been in Asia.  
Given her interest in business and fascination with the developing world, she 
opted to pursue an M.Sc. in International Business and Emerging Markets.  
While Brittany gave a lot to her studies, she was fortunate to travel to the 
hometowns of her university friends throughout the year.  And given her 
course’s focus, Brittany travelled to Nairobi, Kenya, that June to work for 
a venture capital firm while writing her thesis entitled “Economic Barriers 
Facing Entrepreneurs in Nairobi”.  Seemingly, it was no ordinary thesis.  
Brittany recently learned that a student from The Wharton School decided to 
follow up on her recommendations as part of his case work for his M.B.A.

Given her international experience, her demonstrated commitment to 
whatever she takes on, and her striving for excellence, it is not surprising 
that Brittany landed a role at EY shortly after her return to Toronto.  She very 
much enjoys the challenge, rigor, and opportunity presented through her 
work and looks forward to future endeavours.  Personally, Brittany gets great 
satisfaction from supporting her community.  Not only does Brittany look 
forward to increasing her involvement with CAMH Engage, a group of young 
professionals focused on strategy and fundraising initiatives in support of the 
CAMH Foundation, but also with other Canadian organizations focused on 
international development and economic empowerment.  And of course there 
is no reason to be confined to Canada.  For a global citizen like Brittany the 
world is her oyster.  

EDUCT welcomes Brittany and hopes she will take a liking to the local 
oysters.   

Elliott Simpson

Elliott Simpson is a consultant with Deloitte Canada.  Currently, he is working 
with the firm’s Public Sector Transformation Practice.  It is varied work that is 
giving him an opportunity to explore his interests and determine how he can 
best make a contribution to society.  

Deloitte doubtless found Elliott’s background of great interest.  Born in 
Paris, Elliott lived in the City of Light just long enough to be able to retain 
some childhood memories.  His father was working there as a consultant.  
At the age of six, he and his family moved to Toronto.  He had the benefit 
of attending the Toronto French School, where he went through the 
International Baccalaureate programme.  He was Head of his House, a 
member of the Athletic Council, and the captain of several of the school’s 
sports teams.  Somehow, he found time enough for his studies and managed 
to earn the John Tory Award for Proficiency in Academics.  It seems you 
receive that only if you get an average mark across the board of over 90 per 
cent. 

Although he had already decided that he wanted to go to the University of 
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in 60 years.  But with modern technology that enables tracking of animal 
movements at night, Elliott and his fellow explorers actually found the 
leopard!  

Maybe it was guilt that made Elliott think his third stop should be in Canada.  
Well, make that across much of Canada.  As a Youth Advocate for the Trans-
Canada Trail, Elliott cycled from Newfoundland to Toronto to raise money 
for the trail.  There were no leopards, but there was snow in summer in 
Newfoundland and a close encounter with coyotes.  There were also rewards: 
he raised $20,000, and got to attend a reception to meet the Prime Minister, 
the Governor-General and Prince William and Kate, the Duchess of Cambridge. 

Elliott arrived in Edinburgh in 2012 to pursue an M.A. (Hons.) in international 
Business and French.  In Elliott’s case, Edinburgh was an obvious choice.  His 
great-grandfather had been a student of Divinity at the University and had 
practised as a minister in the city.  And his grandfather had graduated in 
Medicine from Edinburgh.  Another relative, James Young Simpson, had also 
graduated in Medicine and gone on, at the tender age of 28, to become the 
famous Professor of Medicine and Midwifery at the University.  He was created 
a Baronet for his successful application of chloroform as an anaesthetic and in 
1847 was appointed one of Queen Victoria’s surgeons in Scotland.  Simpson 
Loan, the street that runs west from Middle Meadows Walk to Chalmers 
Street, was named in his honour.  And there is a statue of him in West Princes 
Street Gardens.  One can imagine that young Elliott felt he had to perform!  
The academic side of life went well, though the highlight was probably his 
third year, which was spent at the prestigious Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
Commerciales du Nord (EDHEC) in Paris.  Although EDHEC is located well 
outside Paris, Elliott found ways of spending time in the city while studying.  
One of his social science courses called for him to guide other students around 
parts of the city.  This led him to develop a thorough understanding of the 
history and the life of those areas.  

Social clubs also occupied much of Elliott’s time at Edinburgh.  He travelled 
around Britain on the University’s ice hockey team.  Yes, there are ice hockey 
players in Britain, though many players come from abroad.  As the Fresher 
representative, he was active in the newly-formed University of Edinburgh 
North American Society.  In no time, it was voted the best social club.  In his 
second year he served as the club’s Social Chair and then as Secretary in his 
fourth year.  One of the highlights of the club’s year is its Annual Thanksgiving 
Ball, which raises money for local charities.  (No cycling needed!)  

To relax, Elliott would go to the Cairngorms where his grandparents lived.  He 
has strong ties to the place: as a child many holidays had been spent there, or 
travelling with his grandparents to North-west Greenland to go kayaking.  No 
wonder he has a lust for expeditions! 

Elliott had spent one of his summers back in Toronto working at Deloitte.  
They were sufficiently impressed with him to offer him a job on graduation in 
2016.  It looks like they knew what they were doing!

EDUCT welcomes Elliott and hopes he will take some time to explore Toronto.

Edinburgh, he had also decided that 
he would like to take a year seeing 
the world first.  His first stop was 
Malaysia, where he volunteered 
with the British-based Raleigh 
International, a charity dedicated to 
enabling young people to develop 
skills as they volunteer on projects 
in developing countries.  Elliott 
worked on two projects in Malaysian 
Borneo.  The first was helping to 
construct a research centre in the 
depths of the rainforest in Sabah.  
The biodiversity of Sabah’s forests is 
currently rich, but under great threat.  
Raleigh International is supporting 
research that will contribute to the 
conservation of that biodiversity.  

His second project was building a 
kindergarten to enable more children 
to take advantage of the Malaysian 
government’s ambitious plan to 
provide kindergarten education for 
every child.
His second stop took him from the 
depths of Sabah’s steamy jungle to 
the dryness of the desert in Oman.  
The British Exploring Society is 
another British-based charity that, in 
the words of its CEO, “is dedicated 
to giving young people a life-
transforming opportunity to discover 
how capable they are by developing 
uniquely ambitious expeditions for 
them all over the World”.  Elliott was 
lucky enough to join an expedition 
to search for the Arabian Leopard.  
The species had not been sighted 

Elliott Simpson



EDUCT News January 2017

17

the morning till late at night.  

Graduating from York in 2011, 
Mariaveronica moved to the University 
of Edinburgh.  While she had 
been attracted by the University’s 
prominence in the global rankings 
she had also wanted to spend time 
in Scotland so that she could visit 
with her family in Glasgow.  But the 
University of Edinburgh was also 
attractive for a very specific reason: 
the relatively new masters degree 
that she wanted to pursue – that of 
a M.Sc. in Global Crime, Justice and 
Security.   

Mariaveronica thoroughly enjoyed 
her time at Edinburgh.  She found 
the teachers very engaging and very 
caring for each individual.  Nobody felt like they were just a number and 
there was a lot of camaraderie among the class members.  Not surprisingly, 
given her record at high school and at York, Mariaveronica soon became one 
of the Global Crime, Justice and Security representatives.  In essence, this 
meant that if any of her classmates needed any help with anything, she was 
there to do what she could to improve their lot.

For her dissertation she decided she wanted to explore laws governing 
warfare.  She had been struck by the advent of new technologies for waging 
war and matters of accountability.  Mariaveronica explored how technology 
changed the landscape of warfare (that is, how war is being conducted 
through digital rather than physical means), which was a difficult topic given 
the lack of academic resources for such a current high-clearance topic. 
Nevertheless, she graduated with distinction!  

How does one find a job that enables one to make full use of this degree, 
which is so obviously relevant to the world in which we now live?  Well, it 
is not easy.  On her return to Toronto, Mariaveronica was invited to return 
to York University to manage projects at the IT Division while she hunted 
for the perfect job.  Her previous work for York had obviously been valued.  
Finding herself managing a variety of projects that were IT-based, she 
decided that it would be beneficial to enhance her project management skills.  
This led to her receiving a Project Management Professional certificate from 
Humber College, and later her PMP designation from the Project Management 
Institute.  

All that hard work led to Mariaveronica being offered her current job at U of T 
in 2014.  This is providing more valuable experience in project management 
at a large, multifaceted institution. Looking to the future, she would welcome 
an opportunity to focus more on the development and analysis of policies, 
especially in the public sector.  Issues relating to environmental security 
and children’s development are of particular interest. She has already been 
drafting policies for the U of T relative to her work and, as a member of 
the board governing her condominium, has rewritten a number of building 
management policies.  The pushing of the envelope continues.

EDUCT welcomes Mariaveronica and wishes her the very best in finding the 
perfect fit for a very modern degree. 

Mariaveronica Barbuto

Mariaveronica Barbuto is the 
Coordinator of Divisional Partnerships 
in the Alumni Relations Office of the 
University of Toronto.  Mariaveronica 
is responsible for the strategic 
development, implementation and 
measurement of programmes that 
strengthen alumni relations capacity 
at the University as well as managing 
on-going relationships with divisional 
partners on projects related to 
alumni engagement. Thus she is a 
mobilizer of resources and facilitator 
of processes as well as a drafter of 
policies and procedures.  

Mariaveronica was born in Toronto 
and has always been outstanding 
among her peers.  While at St. 
Basil-The-Great College, she was on 
the student council and in the jazz 
band, among other extracurricular 
activities.  When graduating, she 
received several of the school’s top 
awards.  She is particularly happy 
to mention two: the ‘School Spirit 
Award’, which was awarded to the 
student who had the greatest impact 
on the local community; and, the 
‘Best All-round Female Student 
Award’. 

When 17, Mariaveronica and some 
friends started The Teddy Bear 
Children’s Foundation (TBCF).  They 
raised an initial $10,000 for children 
in need while she was at high 
school and kept fund-raising while 
Mariaveronica was at university. 
This volunteer work earned her the 
York University Golden Key Chapter 
Scholarship in Philanthropy.  She 
remains dedicated to the cause 
today.  TBCF continues to grow and, 
to date, has raised over $40,000 in 
an effort to help those in need at the 
Hospital for Sick Children, as well as 
those benefitting from the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities Toronto.  

At York, Mariaveronica pursued a 
B.A. Hons. in Political Science, with 
a minor in English Literature.  At 
the same time she was able to hold 
down a part-time job working for the 
University in the field of Information 
Technology.  Her studies and the job 
kept her on campus from 7:00 am in 

Mariaveronica Barbuto
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New Book

Salam Hawa Introduces Her 
New Book on Arab Political 
Identity
by Salam Hawa

Editor’s Note: Dr. Salam Hawa, a 
member of EDUCT living in Ottawa, 
is about to publish her first book this 
January.  Salam is a political theorist 
who has taught at the University 
of Ottawa and advised on policy 
development in various departments 
of the Government of Canada.  She 
is currently an independent scholar 
and consultant.  Prior to earning 
her Ph.D. in Political Theory at 
Edinburgh, Salam had received 
degrees from Cambridge (M.Phil.), 
the University of Ottawa (M.A. 
and B.A.), and a Diplôme d’Etudes 
Approfondies from the Université 
d’Aix-Marseille III.  A more detailed 
profile appeared in EDUCT News in 
January 2011.  Salam kindly agreed 
to provide us with an introduction to 
the book.  Her article below is based 
on the preface to the book.

Salam Hawa, The Erosion of Arabian 
Political Indentity: Colonialism and 
Violence, (Abingdon: Routledge, 
2017), 184 pp.  ISBN 978-1-138-
92414-7 (hbk), Cdn.$210 
ISBN: 978-1-315-67806-1 (ebk).  

Check Routledge web site for reduced prices.

Sitting around the fireplace, one of our favourite stories as children was 
that of a Bedouin chieftain whose eldest son’s gluttony shamed him and his 
tribe.  As he neared adulthood, the youngster’s behaviour did not improve, 
so the elders of the tribe decided that he had to leave.  With a heavy heart, 
his father sent him to a sister tribe with a letter asking its chief to kill the 
messenger.  Unaware of his intended fate, the young man readied his steed, 
and set out on his journey.  He took refuge from the midday sun at a nearby 
oasis, where he drank heartily, and before leaving tried repeatedly to force 
his horse to drink more, but the animal steadfastly refused.  Determined to 
take as much water with him as possible, he tried to overfill the water-skin, 
but only managed to burst it at the seam.  Reflecting on this dual failure, 
he realized that in both cases it was he who was at fault, for the horse 
and the water-skin stayed within their limits, but he did not.  Ashamed, 
he understood the consternation of the tribe elders, and vowed to refrain 
from gluttony.  Upon reaching his destination, he was welcomed, and when 
supper was laid out, he ate sparingly, and behaved in a manner that was 
most pleasing to his host.  Later that evening he delivered the message, but 
the chief was bewildered by its contents.  Judging that there was more to 
the story, he refrained from acting on it, and sent a messenger of his own 
requesting further explanation.  A flurry of exchanges took place that brought 
to light the young man’s epiphany, and his life was spared.

As with many Bedouin tales, the story was meant to convey to children the 
dangers associated with bad behaviour.  More significantly, it also illustrated 
an Arab ‘rite of passage’, the famed journey celebrated in so many pre-
Islamic poems, during which boys became men; a turning point in their lives 
when they had to prove their worth to society, understand and acknowledge 
their rights and obligations, and therewith become part of the whole.  These 
stories lauded intelligence, courage, wisdom, couth behaviour, generosity, 
reflection, eloquence, and self-control - characteristics rarely ever mentioned 
in the West when describing the Arabs, their culture, and their traditions.  
Although these principles are 
pre-Islamic, children in the 
Arab world are still brought up 
to believe that they should live 
up to them, as they continue to 
represent the highest level of 
ethics in Arab society. 

This book was inspired by such 
stories, for they reflected the 
culture that existed before 
religion, and determined early 
Arab political identity.  To 
understand the significance of 
the violence currently besetting 
the region, it is important to 
determine what the groups 
behind the violence seek to erase.  As it turns out, in seeking to destroy all 
vestiges of pre-Islamic Arab society, they appear intent on destroying what 
Arabs prize most: independence, self-determination, equality and freedom 
above all else.  The ferocity of their attacks belies the fear they have of this 
society, its tolerance, and its deep faith in humanity. 

As we in the West watch the destruction of the cities, communities, and 
monuments built by these ancient knights, we are also watching the 
destruction of the most vital part of our humanity, one that was indelibly 
linked to what ancient Greeks called the àgraphos nómos, the unwritten 

Salam Hawa
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secular law that regulated the daily life of ancient civilizations. In Arabia it 
was called din al-’Arab, better known today as the sunna, the pre-Islamic 
secular laws that defined early Arab political identity in terms of jural 
equality, based on the idea that no one had the right to rule another, and 
where kingship and hierarchy were eschewed and reviled.  In din al-‘Arab 
we find the concept of honour (‘ird) measured in how well the Arabs gave 
refuge, offered hospitality and friendship, protected women and children, 
treated animals, and, yes, killed when necessary.  What should astonish us 
today is the recognition that such a primitive society adhered more to its 
‘unwritten laws’ than we do when it comes to complying with written and 
signed international agreements, which promise to protect human rights, 
right to asylum, refugee resettlement, the environment, and the humane 
treatment of animals. 

I am not suggesting that we return to the primitive state of pre-Islamic 
Bedouins, but I cannot overlook the irony of Western nations justifying the 
‘bombing’ of these countries, built on these ancient lands, into becoming 
‘democratic’, while equivocating in their dealings with the terror groups 
currently erasing evidence of their history and culture.  To agree, even 
tacitly, to this destruction brings to mind Foucault’s critique of European 
Enlightenment reason’s fall into ‘déraison’, unreason, or madness.  Foucault 
believed that the condition took hold of Europe as it attempted to retain 
its belief in its own humanity while brutally colonizing the globe.  To mask 
its inner contradictions and posit its self as the pinnacle of progress and 
civilization, it had to erase not only its own history, but also, and more 
importantly, it had to deny others theirs.  However, having established its 
methods as the measure of civilization, it was joined by like-minded actors 
thereby multiplying the contradictions, and as these rise to the surface the 
intensity of erasing and rewriting history also accelerates, which is perhaps 
what we are currently witnessing in the Middle East and elsewhere. 

It is in the spirit of keeping the voices of these “mute immortals” alive, in 
Susan Pinckney Stetkevych’s words, that I have written this book.  For the 
descendants of the Arabs, so that they may closely examine the narratives 
of their long and noble heritage; for those in the region made homeless by 
the events, so that they could make sense of the brutality visited upon them; 
and, to encourage other cultures to author a history undefined by others.  
Perhaps, and less realistically, the book was also written to point to the 
possibility of freedom in an egalitarian polity.  Unlike Kant, I believe that in 
the West we have only begun to retrace our maturity; our success hinges on 
us gaining in consciousness and appreciation of the otherness in others.

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, Private 
Giving, Public Good: The Impact 
of Philanthropy at the University of 
Edinburgh, (Edinburgh: University 
of Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it possible 
for every member to own a copy 
of this magnificent book on our 
University.  We have arranged for 
a slight discount to be offered to 
members.  Just how much we can 
offer off the market price of £30 
depends on our shipping costs.  If 
you would like to purchase a copy, or 
if you are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the transport 
of a few copies at no charge, please 
contact Simon Miles at 416-466-
8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
 
For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? How about 
books about Scotland or Scots? If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and 
opinions for publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.
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Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.
We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have just returned from an 
interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with your fellow EDUCT Members, we 
would love to hear from you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT News Editor,  
Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

Treasurer’s Report
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us. 

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed 
for this year, please send 
your cheque, for $35, payable 
to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
Mr. Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 
Oriole Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 
2G8. 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with 
your comments and suggestions: 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, President, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, 
Vice-President and Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Christine Saunders, 
Membership Secretary,
(M.Sc., 1996), 416.220.0592
christine.d.saunders@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, 
Immediate Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Are You On Our List?

We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 15 January 2017, 
we have 146 members, most of whom 
are in the Toronto area. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, please 
do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT 
President or the Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three times 
a year in January, May and September. 
Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor:  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 
 
Our thanks go out to : 
Alex Sayers for graphic design and 
layout www.alexsayers.com


